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Disjunction tunctions 


The Take beat local 
filmmaker’s Argentina 
doc to theatres, but 
he says his film tells 
a fuller story 


By CAROLYN NIKODYM 


en Matthew MacKenzie had 
Wists: filmmaker Carlo Ghioni 
bring the footage he shot in 
Argentina up to Edmonton to be edit- 
ed into a documentary that they 
would eventually title Disjunction, 
neither of them knew that, at that 
same moment, esteemed journalists- 
cum-filmmakers Avi Lewis and Naomi 
Klein were also working on a docu- 
mentary in Argentina called The Take, 


S| which would beat MacKenzie's doc to 


the theatres by a full seven months. 
“When we first found out about 
it, | wouldn't say we were happy,” 
says 24-year-old MacKenzie. And with 
good cause: not only did the two 
films turn out to be very similarly 
themed in that they were both con- 
cerned with Argentina’s rebuilding 
period following the country’s eco- 
nomic collapse in December 2001, 
but both movies even used some of 


=| DOCUMENTARY 


the same archive footage. But despite 
this development, MacKenzie refused 
to get discouraged; as he explains, 


“while the two documentaries do 


indeed follow a similar tale, the way 
each tells it is still very different. 
“Carlo really has the characters tell 
their own story,” says the 24-year-old 


Edmontonian. “Ours is very much 
more street-level.” 

And whereas Lewis and Klein’s 
presence as active participants and 
narrators in The Take was front and 
centre, MacKenzie continues, Dis- 
junction is told solely through the 
voices of Argentineans. “In The 
Take, they're very much leading the 
audience,” he says. “But I just don’t 
like being told what to think. An 
average audience who isn’t necessar- 
ily very political will immediately 
turn off when they’re being told 
what to think.” 

The idea for the film first came 
about when MacKenzie and Ghioni 
met while attending the same film 
school in Vancouver; MacKenzie 
learned Ghioni had visited Argentina 
in mid-2002 to document the strug- 
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news 
roundup 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


BABIES: CRAZY 
FOR COKE! 


This may come as a surprise to a lot of 
people, but, uh, Nunavut? Kinda bor- 
ing, apparently. So boring, in fact, that 
people will try anything to break the 
monotony of their wintry lives—includ- 
ing, it seems, drinking buckets and 
buckets of pop. 

Indeed, according to the CBC, pop- 
drinking has reached catastrophic levels 
in Canada’s north, to the point where 
health officials in Nunavut have been 
forced to spring into action this week 
by launching a territory-wide “Drop the 
Pop” campaign in an effort to raise 
awareness about tooth decay, obesity 
and diabetes amongst Nunavut’s popu- 
lation of 27,000. 

And just how much pop are 
Nunavites (Nunavutians?) drinking, you 
ask? According to Ainiak Korgak, manag- 
er of health promotion with the territorial 
health department, massive fuckloads— 
although he didn’t use that phrase at all. 
But he implied it, kind of, as he explained 
to the CBC that today’s Inuit are increas- 
ingly choosing soft drinks and other 
assorted processed foods over traditional 
diets and other imported drinks like milk 
and juice. “A community will run out of 
pop and they'll charter a plane to bring 
more pop,” said Korgak, “so that tells 
you how much people love their pop.” 

With people so horny for pop, the 
industry surely loves them right back—in 
fact, according to the same story, a 
Coca-Cola manufacturing plant that 


opened in Iqaluit 10 years ago produces 
upwards of 4,000 two-litre bottles and 
20,000 smaller bottles a day, just to meet 
demand in Nunavut. And it’s not just the 
adults and teens; according to Amy 
Caughey, a nutritionist for the territorial 
government, babies can’t seem to get 
enough pop either—by this fall, more 
than 750 infants in the territory will have 
some or all of their teeth pulled out, 
thanks to their parents. “If babies have 
pop in a bottle, or younger children are 
getting a lot of pop, they're not getting 
the things that they need to grow and it 
can be quite harmful,” she said. 

Oh, come on, now—surely the 
nine to 12 teaspoons of sugar present 
in an average can of pop can be part 
of a healthy, balanced diet for babies. 


WAR CRIMES: 
ADMIRABLE! 


Well, it just wouldn’t bean election 
without at least one politician saying 
something really stupid and being 
forced to resign—but this time, for 
once, it wasn’t some hillbilly ex- 
Reformer from Alberta doing the bad- 
thing-saying; rather, it was a member 
of the good ol’ harmless NDP who, 
during the course of his campaign for a 
spot in the B.C. legislature, felt it neces- 
sary to say that he felt Slobodan Milo- 
sevic was kind of a nice guy. 

According to reports by the Canadi- 
an Press, Rollie Keith, the NDP candidate 
for the Chilliwack-Kent riding, 
announced his resignation from the race 
on Monday over some “favourable” 
comments he made regarding the 
accused war criminal that were brought 
to light by a columnist for the Vancouver 
Province. Currently, Milosevic is facing 66 
charges before a war crimes tribunal in 
The Hague regarding his actions during 
the Kosovo war. According to the col- 
umn published last Friday, Keith, who 
had volunteered in 1999 as an interna- 
tional observer monitoring the peace 
agreement in Kosovo, testified last year 
in Milosevic's defense, stating that he 


believed the case for genocide against 
the leader had been exaggerated. Keith 
added that he had met twice with Milo- 
sevic in his cell at The Hague, and he was 
quite impressed. “I saw him as someone 
caught up in a bad time in history,” Keith 
said at the time. “He meant well. He was 
trying to do his best for his country.” 

On Monday, Keith attempted to 
qualify his remarks for reporters. “I 
don’t know what orders he did or did 
not give,” Keith told the CP, “but | dis- 
cussed it with him and he convinced 
me to some extent that whatever he 
did was for the good of his country and 
| came away with the sense that this 
man was not a diabolical war criminal.” 

After all, “war criminal” is such a 
loaded term, isn’t it? 


SCIENCE: USEFUL! 


With the American border still locked 
down to Canadian beef thanks to fear- 
mongering by the Ranchers-Cattlemen 
Action Legal Fund and the Montana 
judge who bought it, representatives 
of the U.S.’s largest farm organization 
stepped forward at the beginning of 
the week to suggest that perhaps sci- 
ence, of all things, should decide 
whether or not BSE in Canadian cattle 
is actually a concern. 

According to the CBC, the American 
Farm Bureau released a brief proclaiming 
its support for an appeal to the lock- 
down, stating that R-CALF’s opposition is 
based largely on the favourable econom- 
ic climate that the lockdown has creat- 
ed, noting that Canadian is still easily 
considered a “minimal-risk” region by 
the U.S. government. “We probably 
spent more time on the Canadian bor- 
der-BSE issue than any other issue at this 
year’s annual meeting,” Mary Kay 
Thatcher, director of policy with the 
bureau, told the CBC. “Our voting dele- 
gates said overwhelmingly... we must 
make sure the decision on opening the 
border is based on sound science.” 

They still have that in the States, 
right? Science? 
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vuepoint 


By gg coma 


There's a chance ‘that you may not 
have heard of this, but this week, 
from April 25 to May 1, is TV Tumoff 
Week—which, as the title suggests, is 
a week during which TVs should be 
turned off. For, you see, TVs are bad 
for myriad reasons, and TV Turnoff 
Week, as a recent article in Adbusters 
explained, is not only a statement 
against “dead-end couch culture,” 


_ but also about cleaning up the “men- 


tal environment.” Apparently, thanks 
to TV our “shared mindscape” has 
become “littered with pollutants,” 

including | but not limited to distorted 


something called “top-down culture,” 


a term I'm sure would make sense to 
me if | hadn't spent my life until now 
so slavishly hypnotized by modern 
society's greatest evil, the television. 


But now. that five had someone 


past anti-TV activists | 
strated how anti-TV everyone else 
should be by smashing TVs, poster- 
ing schools and offices, taking out 
print ads and the like. This year, how- 
ever, TV non-enthusiasts can equip 
themselves with a far more modern 
means for combating television: the 
“TV-B-Gone,” a little universal 
remote that fits on a keychain and 
can be used to tum off TVs in public 
places, ee waking Le zombied 


surely even the most haughtily self- 
important demagogue armed with 


gree that 
annoyingly forcing one’ 
increasing sympathy for one’s cause. 


I'm sure that some would con- 
tend that such a ome is indeed 


intrusive ways to get this point 
across—like, say, making your own 
choices and” ea Byers, follow 


ees 
oe 
seem to get a lot of play 
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Fleven days in May 


May Week festival honours the proud history of Alberta’s labour 
movement in a way that the centennial celebration won't 


By EMMA SASSE 


Raymond Biesinger 


Albertans gather in downtown 

Edmonton for a march to the Legisla- 
ture, a march to demand better working 
conditions and better pay—and for the 
bosses and politicians to do something 
about the poverty and desperation 
engulfing a province in the throes of the 
Great Depression. Young communists. 
Labour party members. Families. Farm- 
ers. Pactory workers. After making 
speeches declaring their intentions and 
tactics to be peaceful, the marchers 
turned west onto Jasper Avenue; there, 
the Hunger March was met by police. 
Storming the crowd on horseback, police 
cut a swath with their billy clubs, the 
bones and skulls of ordinary people 
breaking the trajectory of police trun- 
cheons. The official records say 29 were 
arrested. Countless others were injured. 

1986. 66th Street and Yellowhead 
Trail—the Gainers Meat Packing Plant, 
owned by Peter Pocklington. Fifty-some 
years later, the police have traded their 
horses in for the rat-a-tat of truncheons 
against riot shields, keeping a thythm of 
boots to pavement, clubs to shields, that 
is meant to sound militaristic and intimi- 
dating. It’s the kind of setup for a battle 
scene most people would rather 
encounter only at the movies. But here 
again were ordinary working-class folks, 
people who did some of the most back- 
breaking, difficult work in the city, on a 
picket line on strike 


against an attempt to B 


Pjvens 19, 1932. Ten thousand 


bust their union. Real 

life, not Hollywood, 

saw members of UFCW Local 280P stare 
down the SWAT teams and the scabs on 
Pocklington’s payroll. And in real life, 
they won that struggle to keep the plant 
unionized and improve their working 
conditions. 

Those two snapshots of homegrown 
struggles and sacrifice give us a little win- 
dow into our history—2005 is Alberta’s 
centennial, but the usual chest-thump- 
ing and empty patriotism won’t dare 
whisper so many of our stories as a 
province. The provincial government's 
centennial website boasts about the 
Queen's upcoming visit and some expen- 
sive and silly centennial medallion pro- 
ject; there’s also a button in the history 
section that leads the visitor to a highly 
selective account of Alberta’s “Romance 
with Oil and Gas.” But here’s a sampling 
of what you won’t hear: like the 
province itself, Alberta’s labour unions 
were formed in the early part of the last 
century—the plumbers and coal miners 
were first, along with textile workers and 
meat packers. 


THE EARLY 1900S were a time of rich 
union organizing in our province, and 
Edmonton and Calgary were both hubs 
of labour activity—so much so, in fact, 
that a 1909 edition of the Morning Alber- 
tan described Calgary as “a labour union 
city.... The unions are strong and respon- 
sible, and in all cases the unions have 
been exceedingly reasonable.... The 
labouring man who is not a labour 
unionist is both unwise and ungrateful.” 
The Edmonton Journal used to provide 
space for weekly reports from the Labour 
Council, where Reverend E.W. Mercer, a 
socialist, would pen requests for laws 
against corporate profiteering and in 
favour of better working conditions and 
the eight-hour day. 

The very first unionized factory 
seamstresses were the women of the 
GWG factory in Edmonton, who were 
also the first union in Alberta to win the 
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eight-hour day. Edmionton’s city council 
was dominated by labour councilors for 
the first 30 years of the last century, and 
Edmonton’s first woman councilor, Mar- 
garet Crang, was a self-described socialist 
who went to Spain to fight the fascists 
after her two terms on council in 1936 
And of course, the Cooperative Com- 
monwealth Federation—Canada’s first 
national leftist political party formed by 
farmers and labour activists and the pre- 
decessor of the NDP—was founded in 
Calgary on August 1, 1932. As union 
activist Eugene Plawiuk puts it, for a 
place known now for its rednecks, Alber- 
ta’s roots are more just plain red 

What a difference a century makes 
Life was never easy for trade unionists in 
Alberta, but the discovery of oil changed 
Alberta’s political landscape forever, as 
American-based oil companies found 
strong anti-union allies in Alberta’s 
Social Credit premiers William Aberhart 
and, later, Ernest C. Manning, who 
viewed trade unions as Part of a grand 
communist conspiracy. Edmontonian 
Neil Reimer, now 84, was one of the 
founding members of the Canadian Oil 
Workers Union, and tried to organize the 
oil workers at Leduc #1 after the big dis- 
covery of oil there. 

“We thought we would sign them up, 
so that wherever the industry went after 
that it would be unionized,” Reimer says 
“SO we signed up the workers, and the 

government ordered a 


vote. Then the compa- 
ny shipped a lot of the 


workers—our support- 
€rs—to Manitoba and the Northwest Ter- 
ritories, and they brought in a lot of new 
people after the application was made 
Those new people were, of course, select- 
ed on the basis that they were anti- 
union. And so we failed at that one 
“But we did, in the end, organize the 
refineries and chemical plants, because 
you can’t move [the workers] around as 
easy,” Reimer continues. “We broke the 
ice in around 1954, when we organized 
the Celanese plant just outside Edmon- 
ton, the Gulf refinery in Lloydminster 
and the Husky and Wainwright refiner- 
ies. But in every plant we've had, the 
workers have had to have a lot of grit 
and guts to form a union. The benefits 
are clear, though. In Alberta, we have 
one of the lowest percentages of union- 
ized workers, at about 21 per cent. Senior 
citizens with employer pensions in 
Alberta are also about 21 per cent. If you 
don’t have a union, you will pay for it 
later on,” concludes the longtime 
activist, who now devotes his time to the 
Alberta Council on Aging. 


“THINGS ARE GETTING WORSE,” 
intones Dave Werlin, who was president 
of the Alberta Federation of Labour dur- 
ing the Gainers strike, and is now a 
member of the Alberta Labour History 
Institute. “It’s a real concern for democ- 
racy when you have, nowadays, pretty 
well every level of government that is 
able to do away with jobs, bring in priva- 
tization and diminish workers’ rights 
with impunity. 

“It’s on a bigger scale now with glob- 
alization,” Werlin continues. “With 
Gainers, we won but then they closed 
the plant. The GWG factory moved to 
Haiti last year. The Celanese plant is clos- 
ing—the jobs are going to China. Foreign 
workers are being imported in to work in 
the oil sands because big oil doesn’t want 
to pay union wages.” 


SEE PAGE 8 
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life 
after 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


Royale with cheese 


Like most people, it’s not often that | feel 
something approximating sympathy for 
the Queen. After all, you have to admit 
she’s got a pretty sweet job over there in 
merry olde London-town, seeing as she 
doesn’t seem to do anything at all, ever, 
beyond the occasional something- 
unveiling and a little wavey-wavey now 
and then. Well, maybe she does some 
other things; sitting around Buckingham 
Palace, staring at the gold-plated walls, 
absent-mindedly polishing whatever 
priceless relic is closest at the time, gen- 
erally rattling around and waiting for 
death— those are all technically things 
you do, | guess. But my point is that it’s 
not like she does anything hard, like, oh, 
1 don’t know... working in a foundry. Or, 
like, learning karate. 

Still, she does get out of the house 
now and then, and when your life’s as 
empty and dull as the Queen’s, I'm sure 
even that fleeting moment of wavey- 
wavey becomes something to look for- 
ward to. And if the Queen indeed thinks 
crowd-waving is as much of a wild party 
as you can have short of killing Kim 
Mitchell and wearing his skin, then 
man, she must be totally stoked about 


| her upcoming trip to Alberta for our 


centennial this May. Too bad we Alber- 
tans seem so completely intent on bor- 
ing her to death during her stay. 

In case you missed it, the party 
plans for the Queen and Prince Philip's 
visit were released last Friday to limited 


| fanfare—and for good reason, since, 


according to the CBC, the so-called 
“highlights” of her two-and-a-half-day 
visit at the end of May will include a 
welcoming dinner at Commonwealth 
Stadium, dinner at the Westin, a 


| plaque-unveiling at the Provincial 


~ ee." Maer ek, be 
Museum, a tour of the Leg, and—the 
coup de grace of awesome—an aerial 
tour of the oilsands. 

Wow! A tour of the Leg?! Quick 
everybody, climb aboard the good ship 
Edmonton—and be sure to get some 
sleep tonight, for tomorrow, we set sail 
for rad-venture! Seriously: this is the 
Queen, folks, not some Grade Four 
class taking a field trip to learn how a 
bill becomes a law. Hey, maybe if she’s 
lucky, she'll get to wear one of those 
cool robes and pretend to be the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor for a day. 

Yee. Otherwise, | guess | can under- 
stand the Provincial Museum thing and 
dinner at the Westin (although | kind of 
have to wonder why the stately Hotel 
Macdonald wasn’t apparently an option; 
maybe a wedding party already had the 
lounge booked that day or something). 
Sure, they’re boring, but really, what else 
are you going to do? Seeing as she’s 
more or less mandated to visit Edmon- 
ton, our lack of fascinating, non-giant 
mall tourist attractions makes the 
museum and the Legislature obvious, if 
not snoozy, sightseeing choices. 

But really: a helicopter ride over the 
oilsands? Instead of, say, the Rockies? \'m 
sorry, but how could we possibly expect 
the Queen to give two dignified, queen- 
ly poops about the place where our oil 
comes from? just imagine the wonder 
and delight in her eyes as she’s instruct- 
ed to look out the window to her left 
and take in the spectacle of a man dri 
ving a very large dumptruck! Why, | bet 
she won't be able to shut up about it for 
weeks once she gets back and starts 
scooting all over the palace on her 
hands and knees with her newly-pur- 
chased souvenir backhoe. “I say, look at 
me, Carruthers!” she'll squeal at a pass- 
ing butler. “I’m an oilpatch foreman, 
and as such, | get to navigate this large 
piece of machinery all over the ravaged 
earth of northern Alberta! Honk! Out of 
my way, Carruthers! Honk! HONK 
HONK HONK!!” Then she'll get all tuck- 
ered out and have a nap right there on 
the floor, because hey. Being a foreman 
sure can be hard work. 

What were we talking about again? 
Oh yeah. Alberta party: boring. Ah well, 
| guess, if nothing else, it can’t be any 
worse than whatever slough tour 
Saskatchewan's going to take her on. © 
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tee Continued from page 2 
gles of the working class in the finan- 
cially decimated South American 
country and the new economy that 
emerged in its wake. As Disjunction 
shows in tragic detail, the damage 
was profound: banks closed 
overnight, people lost all of their say- 
ings, unemployment soared and 
what was once the richest country in 
Latin America turned into a ghost 
town of factories. Families were 
forced to collect paper, cardboard and 
other garbage just to earn enough to 
eat, factory workers struggled to take 
over factories so that they might 
work and markets were set up that 
relied on the barter system. Today, 
over half of Argentina’s population 
lives below the poverty line. 


ALTHOUGH THE FOOTAGE was shot 
more than two years ago, Argentina’s 
struggle continues, and MacKenzie 
believes the story is still relevant to 
the here and now. “The carpet’s been 
pulled out from under them in a 
very dramatic way,” he says. “Imag- 
ine that sort of thing happening 
here—if everyone lost their money 
and most of us lost our jobs tomor- 
row. The fact that there was not 
complete upheaval is amazing.” 
While Ghioni is already a well- 
established filmmaker in Italy, this is 
MacKenzie’s first foray into the 
movie business. “This is my first pro- 
ject,” he says, “and it was important 
to me to do it on my own dollar and 
prove to myself and others that I’m 


more than capable of coming up 
with something, a good product with 
not a heck of a lot of money.” Dis- 
junction was made for less than 
$20,000, and MacKenzie found him- 
self having to juggle finances in 
order to keep the project moving. 
Although he still owes money on 
it, he and Ghioni have already been 
working on other ideas, including a 
piece exploring the racial tension in 
Torino, Italy, Ghioni’s home town 
and the host city to the 2006 Winter 
Olympic Games. “There really is this 
cultural strata, this division, this 
invisible wall in Torino,” says 
MacKenzie. “If it’s left to fester, it’s 
going to blow up. And you're going 
to have the wrong people deciding 
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Werlin adds that the media does 
organized labour no favours. “When 
is the last time you heard about 
something good that trade unions do 
for workers?” he asks. “Never. All you 
hear about are strikes, wherever they 
happen, and how unions behave irre- 
sponsibly.” Indeed, the 1909 Morming 
Albertan quote about Calgary could 
easily replace “labour” with “corpora- 
tions” and one would get a better 
sense of the current editorial bent of 
Alberta’s urban dailies. The notion 
that updates from the Alberta Federa- 
tion of Labour or its affiliates on 
union activity would constitute 
“news” in the Edmonton Journal—as it 
did when the paper carried Labour 
Council updates in the early part of 
the century—nowadays borders on 
ludicrous. This, despite the fact that 
the good news far outweighs the bad 
for unionized workers—as Gil 
McGowan, communications director 
for the AFL is fond of pointing out, 
99 per cent of contract negotiations 
between Alberta unions and employ- 
ers end in settlement, a tidbit lost on 
most media observers. 

For the past four years of her 
life, musician Maria Dunn 
researched Alberta’s labour and pio- 
neering history and rolled what she 
found into an album’s worth of 
songs. 2004’s We Were Good People 
documents the 1932 Hunger March, 
coal miners’ struggles and the lives 
of black pioneers—history that 
Dunn, who grew up in Alberta, 


came to as an adult because, she 
says, “You just don’t learn this stuff 
in school.” Understanding our his- 
tory, Dunn explains, is key to 
understanding that there have been 
good people working for social 
change in this province all along: 
“We always hear that if we’re not 
okay with the government, or the 
way things are, then we’re not 
proud to be Albertans. When you 
understand that people have been 
organizing and struggling here since 
the beginning, you reclaim the idea 
that to love the province is to try 
and make it better.” 


DUNN’S SONGS will be showcased at 
this year’s May Week festival of 
labour and the arts, at a multimedia 
presentation of her music and 
accompanying photographs Friday, 
April 29. May Week is an annual fes- 
tival of labour and the arts, timed to 
coincide with May 1—an interna- 
tionally recognized Labour Day 
everywhere except North America. 
Edmonton’s May Week festival was 
resurrected in 1992 by the Edmon- 
ton and District Labour Council, and 
the week’s worth of entertainment 
include celebrations of workers, art 
and music both past and present. 
The arts, says this year’s May 
Week co-ordinator Joanne Janzen, 
have always been integral to labour 
organizing, as union meetings are 
often punctuated “by someone 
bringing a song or a poem that 
talked about the struggles they were 
facing.” The May Week festival is 
also making space for the visual arts, 
with a worker's art show in, ironical- 
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ating community through music, 
poetry, dance and visual arts. 

Dunn is also motivated by the 
need to create an emotional connec- 
tion to labour struggles in a province 
that is so quick to dismiss, ignore or 
express outright hostility toward 
unions and left-activists. “I had 
never heard of the 1932 Hunger 
March before | started this project,” 
she says. “To me, it just relates so 
strongly to what's going on in the 
world today, in terms of the big so- 
called ‘anti-globalization’ protests 
against the G8 and the FTAA. We see 
this happening all around us, but it 
is not something new; it was hap- 
pening in 1932, in our own city. 

“Maybe if people can come to 
understand the emotional impact it 
made on the people of Edmonton 
who were there that day in 1932, 
they can come to understand what 
motivates activists now,” she contin- 
ues. “It just seems easier for people to 
understand why unions and activists 
were protesting way back then—if we 
can achieve that, then maybe they 
can see our point of view now.” 


LINDA GOYETTE, a former Edmonton 
Journal and Calgary Herald columnist 
devoted much of her most recent 
book Edmonton in Our Own Words to 
labour history and the individuals 
who led union struggles in our city. 
“A great example of women’s orga- 
nizing in Edmonton is the waitresses’ 
strike in 1923,” says Goyette. 
“Women worked nine- to 10-hour 
days, six days a week, and had to pay 
$5 a day for a place to stay—a cot in 
the basement. The owners wanted to 
cut wages by 27 per cent. The wait- 
resses in four cafés went on strike for 
29 days. They ended up going back 
to work for a 12 per cent wage cut— 
but imagine how difficult it was for 
those women to strike for 29 days. 
“It’s interesting given the fact 
that so many people—predominant- 
ly women—work in restaurants 
today for minimum wage, without 
any kind of collective bargaining,” 
Goyette continues. A 12 per cent 
wage cut back in the day sounds like 
a pretty raw deal in today’s terms, 
but consider this: most servers in 
Alberta make minimum wage, which 
hasn't been raised in five years 
Compound inflation’s been at least 
12 per cent over the past decade, and 
servers in 2005 have lost at least 
what the waitresses of 1923 were 
forced to take after a long strike. 
“Some people are interested in the 
history, and some people are not,’ 
Goyette says. “That’s okay, but it is 2 
good idea for everyone to know, even 
in a general way, that our hours, con- 
ditions and wages in our workplaces 
are not an accident. People had to 
fight for them, and that fight goes on 
today. There is no shortage of exam- 
ples of Albertans that have had to 
work very hard to have the same 
rights as people in other provinces.” @ 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


The Montreal striptease 


“We do not imitate, as we are a model 
to others,” said Pericles, the statesman 
who opened Athenian democracy to 
the ordinary citizen, built the magnifi- 
cent temples and statues on the Acrop- 
olis, and created the Athenian empire, 
not to mention indulged in some 
same-sex love. 

Pericles could just as easily have 
been talking about Montreal. Now, 
Montreal may not exactly be the cradle 
of democracy (though the city was the 
capital of the original United Province of 
Canada in 1844 before a drunken Anglo 
mob torched the parliament building in 
Old Montreal on April 25, 1849). And 
while it’s true Olympic Stadium— 
though widely acclaimed by architects 
and tourists as one of the world’s most 
beautiful stadiums—isn’t exactly the 
Parthenon, jaded Montrealers do think 
of the Big O as something of a ruin. 

But for centuries Montreal was a 
gateway to the continent and thus has 
long been a raucous good-time city, 
notably in the early 20th century, 
when Quebec was the only jurisdiction 
on the continent that didn’t introduce 
Prohibition. So the gamblers, the rack- 
eteers, the entertainers and the thirsty 
all flocked to Montreal. They still do, 
because Montreal still rocks when most 
other cities roll up their sidewalks and 
go to bed. And the city’s enormous 
gay community (estimated at almost 
500,000) has truly turned Montreal 
into a gay mecca. 

So hosting the 2006 Gay Games 
was a no-brainer. 

Everybody now knows that Mon- 
treal got screwed by the Federation of 
Gay Games (not to mention Canadian 
taxpayers, who must foot the 
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$500,000 bill for Montreal's winning 
bid). The city will instead host the 
inaugural 2006 OutGames sanctioned 
by the competing Gay and Lesbian 
International Sports Association. 

As of this week, Montreal has regis- 
tered 4,000 athletes for their games, and 
Chicago's replacement 2006 Gay Games 
(deliberately scheduled a week before 
the Montreal event) has registered 
2,000. It is now widely accepted most 
Americans will attend Chicago while the 
rest of the world will go to Montreal. 
(Montreal needs to sign 12,000 athletes 
and Chicago needs 8,000.) 

Despite public declarations to the 
contrary, the escalating catfight 
between the FGG and GLISA, and 
between Montreal and Chicago, has 
been fairly ugly. That’s why everybody 
will be watching Montreal 2006's April 
29 to May 8 USA Registration Week in 
62 American cities. 

“We've had to reassess the number 
of Americans attending our event since 
Chicago announced their Gay Games,” 
Montreal 2006 media rep Jean-Yves 
Duthel told me this week. “We already 
have 500 Americans registered and 
we're hoping for another 300-500 reg- 
istrations next week.” 

In a poll of athletes attending the 


and Kathleen Webster express disap- 
pointment over GLISA’s intention to 
hold their second World OutGames in 
2009 in either bidding cities Berlin or 
Rio de Janeiro. “While this may not be 
the outcome that many members of 
the LGBT sport community would have 
expected,” they add, “the FGG 
respects the right of every organization 
to define and evolve its own mission.” 

Yeah, right. 

Montreal is also hosting a registra- 
tion drive in France on May 3-8, which 
must surely annoy the FGG’s Paris- 
based Mantaci. It’s his home turf, after 
all. “We are now confident that Mon- 
tréal 2006 will be the largest sport and 
cultural event ever held in the LGBT 
community worldwide,” says Montreal! 
2006 CEO Louise Roy, rubbing it in. “It 
will also be both a financially viable 
event, and a truly international one. 
Montrealers are looking forward to wel- 
coming friends from around the world 
to our beautiful city, and the participa- 
tion of French-speaking visitors—partic- 
ularly those from France—will add a 
special touch to the OutGames.” 

If you’re not one of the 55,000 
expected at the star-studded opening 
and closing ceremonies at the Big O 
next year, hotshot TV producer Guy 


“Whooeee! The strippers in Montreal are amazing!” 


— David Kopay, NFL icon 


2004 EuroGames, 51 per cent said 
they plan to go to Montreal versus 7 
per cent for Chicago. “We haven’t 
found a groundswell of support for 
Chicago,” Duthel says. “But listen: 
we're not fighting Chicago—we’re 
promoting Montreal.” 

Duthel also announced this week 
that Bell Canada Enterprises has signed 
on as a corporate sponsor and U.S.- 
based Windows Media (which publish- 
es the New York Blade, Genre magazine 
and the venerable Washington Blade) is 
now on board as a media sponsor. 

| called Chicago media rep Kevin 
Boyer to get his take on the impor- 
tance of Montreal’s USA Registration 
Week, but he wasn’t available for com- 
ment. But in a March 2 open letter, 
FGG co-presidents Roberto Mantaci 


Latraverse has been hired to produce 
both ceremonies that will be broadcast 
live on Radio-Canada, along with the 
rest of the games. 

While Montreal gets on with the 
business of producing the OutGames— 
which could have been the best Gay 
Games the FGG ever hosted—the FGG 
continues to sign “Gay Games Ambas- 
sadors” like the great Billie Jean King and 
trailblazing gay NFL icon David Kopay. 
The mindset over at the FGG seems to 
be “If the superstars support Chicago, 
then everybody else will follow.” 

But people like Kopay love coming 
to Montreal because it’s a good-time 
city. “Whooeee!” Kopay once told me. 
“The strippers in Montreal are amaz- 
ing!” 

Let the games begin. © 
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International 
business gets even 
more cutthroat than 


usual in dystopian 
Market Forces 


By MINISTER FAUST 


jarket Forces ain't your grand- 
a's oh-so-witty Asimovian SF, 
nd it ain’t even your dad’s 
Gnostic/ecosophic/metaphysical 
Philip K. Dick SE. Richard Morgan’s 
latest novel is radical anti-neoliber- 
al/porn/Shotokan karate/handgun 
chic with slick, fast and lethal BMWs 
and Saabs. The book includes a bibli- 
ography citing Noam Chomsky, 
Michael Moore and John Pilger, and 
reads as if it’s intended for anyone 
who's attended a peace rally or anti- 
IMF/WTO mobilization—that is, 
anyone who’s seen The Corporation 
or ever uttered the words “conver- 
gence centre,” “Charlie Kernaghan” 
or “the Battle of Seattle.” 

If all that sounds far too heavy- 
handedly polemical for you, slow 
down (or maybe speed up); Market 
Forces is a thrilling, provocative blend 
of Oliver Stone’s Wall Street and Mad 
Max that doesn’t let its pungent 
socio-political satire get in the way of 
its rich characterization and SF tech- 
no-detail. Set in the England of a few 
decades from now, Market Forces 
explores the lives of “Conflict Invest- 
ment” executives, men and women 
who broker in the war-equivalent of 
mutual-funds, Rather than being sim- 
ple arms traders, Cl traders provide 
trade entire suites of weaponry, 
telemetry, logistics and intel directly 
with “Third World” dictators or rebel 
movements in return for a cut of 
GNP (from regimes) or a percentage 
of drug profits (from guerrillas). And 
when contracts get tendered, these 
Conflict Investment “zek tivs” don’t 
simply bid—they prove their identifi- 


cation with their clients’ risk-level in 
bouts of legally-sanctioned gladiatori- 
al car chases and gunfights on British 
freeways that end only when one suit 
brings back another's burnt-up and 
bullet-ridden credit card. 

At the core of Market Forces is anti- 
hero Chris Faulkner, the deeply con- 
flicted rising star at the CI firm of 
Shorn Investments; his wife Carla is 
his personal mechanic who upgrades 
his Saab’s dials from km/h to KIA. 
Their marriage is full of potholes, not 


=|BOOKS 


the least because both morally-com- 
promised spouses must suffer the dia- 
tribes of Chris’s father-in-law, 
England’s last living Marxist in a 
U.S./U.K.-dominated world that 
regards the UN as a criminally subver- 
sive agitator. The climax takes place 
on the death highways of the “road 
to success” upon which Chris will 
either sacrifice beloved people and 
ideals to save other beloved people 
and ideals—or be sacrificed himself. 

A book with such a clear political 
target could easily have ended up a 
multi-car pile-up, but not in Mor- 
gan’s hands; Market Forces takes its 
characters seriously, forcing us to ask 
ourselves when the virtue of person- 
al loyalty must be overthrown by the 
duty of public responsibility, to 
determine what we should do when 
duty is blocked by law, to glean 
when ends justify means, and to rec- 
ognize that our high-minded plati- 
tudes would probably crumble in the 
face of a genuine mortal crisis. Mar- 
ket Forces pushes itself far outside the 
safe and verdant territory of “How 
do I do the right thing?” and into 
the burnt-out wastelands of “What's 
the best I can make out of my own 
wilful wickedness?” 


RATHER THAN BEING simplistic 
ciphers for what’s incorrectly 
labelled “anti-globalization” politics, 


Faustian Chris Faulker and his 
Mephistophelean best friend and 
boss Mike Bryant are both multi- 
dimensional and easily recognizable. 
You can really like these guys, be daz- 
zled by their hyper-ballsy business 
and combat style, their guts and 
even their gear, and then turn the 
page and absolutely despise their 
brutal violence and their “banal” 
corporate crimes, which condemn 
millions to misery to make mam- 
monists more millions. These are 
buddies from university or from the 
office, the brother-in-law or buddy 
you haven't seen in 10 years who's 
now air-traipsing over the planet in 
what must be the coolest job you've 
never heard of, guys whose jokes 
make you laugh, whose opportuni- 
ties make you jealous and whose 
actions make you shudder. And 
these are guys who, under the right 
circumstances, you could easily be, 
driving expensive vehicles and living 
in gated communities while your 
lifestyle and career are literally 
enslaving and killing countless invis- 
ible, faraway strangers. 

Plus, hell, the freaking book is 
fun, packed with terrific SF techno 
detail and combat chic of martial 
arts strikers versus grapplers, hand- 
guns, death-cars and electrocuting 
car alarms. (Morgan concedes in his 
acknowledgements that Market 
Forces owes a debt to both Mad Max 
and Rollerball, and it shows ina 
thrilling way.) If Amazon.com’s read- 
er comments are any indication, 
fans of Morgan’s Broken Angels and 
his PKD Award-winning Altered Car- 
bon will be disappointed by Market 
Forces, but I loved it, perhaps espe- 
cially because it denies us an easy, 
“satisfying” ending, leaving us 
instead with a disturbing image of 
what it means to do one’s best in the 
worst of times. © 
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By DARREN ZENKO 


Burning up the Jade 


Hey, we sure had some sunshine there 
for a while, eh? At least, that’s what 
I'm told; | spent most of that time bur- 
rowed deep in my videogame nest— 
camo netting, overstuffed cushions, 
Nintendo bongos, some kind of bushy 
red plant | don’t know the name of, 
Bowen Island lager empties—playing 
the hell out of fade Empire. Still haven't 
finished it, though.... | tend to dig 


around in everything, root through 
every corner cupboard, take on all the 
sidetracking odd jobs. It really extends 
the “play experience.” 


Makes you think, though. You're’ 
supposedly on this urgent mission to 
rescue your kidnapped master from a 
Chinese (Sinoid, anyway) Darth Vader, 
but you've got time to indulge in all 
kinds of dicking around and it doesn’t 
really matter. That’s linear gameplay, | 
guess; what I'd really like to see is a 
scene at the end of an RPG where the 
hero shows up at the bad-guy fortress, 
all powered up and kitted out, calls out 
the villain, demands the princess or the 
magic gem or whatever, and the Evil 
One's like, “The princess? Shit, boy, we 
kidnapped her /ast year. Where the hell 
have you been?” 

“Uh, well... | helped an old guy res- 
cue his missing cow, and | spent a lot 
of time in the casino, and | got a little 
girl’s hairbrush out of a well (a troll had 
it; tough fight), and... um... | fought 
against a bunch of bandits, then | 
fought with another bunch of bandits. 
And | guess | did take my time gather- 
ing up a complete collection of Power 
Orbs and Secret Crests in order to 
unlock this wicked alternate costume. 
Also, | became the Ultimate Fighting 
champion, helped out an old widow 
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several departures daily: 


Calgary 
Red Deer 
Edmonton 


Fort McMurray 


www.redarrow.ca 
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who'd been cheated dut of hér farm * “fo Something afd the prosecutor 


by an unscrupulous official, learned to 
water-ski, raised some ponies, flirted 
with six or seven barmaids, got a hair- 
cut and learned the True Meaning of 
Christmas... turns out it’s a sixth-level 
elemental attack that turns enemies 
into little snowmen. It kicks ass!” 
“Really? Well, kick ass somewhere 
else, Kris Kringle; we sacrificed the 


starts calling all these character wit- 
nesses: “He took healing herbs right 
out of my bedroom!” “He stole wares 
off my countertop right in front of me, 
in broad daylight!” It blew my tiny lit- 
tle Super Nintendo world apart. | was 
hoping for a little more of that kind of 
thing from jade, considering you're 
constantly choosing between “good,” 


I helped an old guy rescue his missing cow, 
and | spent a lot of time in the casino, 
and I got a little girl’s hairbrush out of a well 


Princess to Molkthor six months ago. 
The Age of Darkness is upon us!” 

“Ah, shit.” 

Maybe it'll happen; hey, maybe it 
already has. The closest thing to stan- 
dard RPG behaviour coming up and 
biting the player on the ass that I’ve 
seen was in (if | recall correctly) Chrono 
Trigger. As in most RPGs, in Trigger you 
could basically loot people’s houses 
with impunity... or so it seemed, 
because later you end up being on trial 


" NEW 
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TRAVEL 


Ask about our 
STUDENT TICKET PACK 
and our other great 
discount offers. 


“evil” and “neutral” (well, “wussily 
beatific,” “prickish” and “blandly busi- 
nesslike,” anyway) responses. Doesn't 
really seem to be working out that 
way. The story’s a one-track cartpath, 
far as | can tell, which is industry stan- 
dard... but you always want more. 

Ah, but more takes time, which 
costs money! This was originally sup- 
posed to be a kind of nitpick piece, a 
cred-saving hedge against the unre- 
servedly praiseful review I'd published 
elsewhere, but the more | thought 
about it, the more | realized that all my 
“nitpicks” were really just standard 
geekboy impossibilities. Like, | suppose 
BioWare could have had combat 
extend more into the Z dimension with 
aerial moves and stuff, making it truer 
to its wire-flying kung-fu-cinema 
source material, and they could have 
had real branching storylines, and they 
could have had base-building... and 
they especially could have had full char- 
acter-model customization. But what 
can you do? If BioWare had put a pri- 


Egale Canada and the TTIQ Alliance present... 


ority on satisfying my love Of playing 

dress-up-dolly, ee aap had a 
ship date of 2012 and cost $300 4 
copy. The models available are Pretty 
good, though; there’s probably some. 
one there who looks sort of like a char- 
acter you might have designed if you 
had a toolkit. That is, unless you're into 
making really retarded looking dudes, 
Jade is too tasteful to include, say, an 
obese cross-dresser with a Mohawk 
haircut and a welding mask. 

| will pick one nit, though, a glitch 
in the overall tightness of the game 
that irked me right from the get-go 
and hasn’t stopped. See, when dia- 
logue sessions or cutscenes are taking 
place, Jade Empire goes into a letter. 
boxish pseudo-cinema aspect-ratio 
mode, giving it that movielike fee| 
while still leaving room for the subti- 
tles and dialogue options. The prob- 
lem is, that ratio’s always changing 
depending on how much text they 
need to cram into the bottom bar 
Over the course of a single conversa. 
tion the height of the display area wili 
change several times. 

It’s really sloppy and distracting 
and | can’t understand why it has to be 
that way; | know there’s a thumbstict 
scroll available, but it hardly ever gets 
used. They'd rather fudge the display 
dimensions seven or eight times in a 
single scene than make you scroll. |t 
bugs me, like an itch. It makes disbe 
lief's suspension just a little more tenu- 
ous, it makes immersion shallower. | 
will never, ever, ever forgive them for 
this lapse in design taste. Bastards! 

And that’s my last word on Jade 
Empire: 

Maybe. © 
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FILM FEST & SYMPOSIUM 


aud Featuring Special Guest 
cée TRANSGENDER WARRIOR 


National Trans Awareness Week brings together trans-iden! 
|, activists and allies for workshops, . 
@ one-day symposium and a closing social. Please join us 
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discussions, flims, performances, 
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FOR MORE INFO ABOUT FILMS & OTHER PROGRAMMING CALL (780) 434-9236 
or let www.Egale.ca/TransWeek.htm be your guide! 
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Let's do away with standards! 


Education expert 
Alfie Kohn decries 
Alberta’s adoption of 
standardized tests 
for grade-schoolers 


By WAYNE ARTHURSON 


Lyle Oberg introduced a pilot pro- 

ject that required students who 
failed provincewide exams in Grade 
3 to write another test in Grade 4. 
Despite opposition to the plan from 
parents and educators, more than 
1,000 students were required to 
rewrite tests. But following com- 
plaints that the tests were causing 
even more stress among struggling 
students, the new Education Minis- 
ter Gene Zwozdesky has decided to 
cancel the project. “I have conclud- 
ed that there must be another was 
that we can help those students,” 
Zwozdesky said last week. “I’m going 
to suggests that we look at some 
form of diagnostic testing.” 

Alberta Education requires stu- 
dents in Grade 3, 6, 9 and 12 to 
complete achievement tests. There 
are many reasons for such tests, 
ranging from the practical (seeing if 
kids are actually learning things) to 
the political (high scores can be used 
for bragging rights and to show that 
our education system works and 
doesn’t need change or extra fund- 
ing). But one education expert says 
the idea of standardized testing 
doesn’t work and school systems 
across North America who use such 
tests should consider getting rid of 
them altogether. Alfie Kohn, who 
was recently in Edmonton to speak 
at the teachers’ convention, said 
standardized testing is a plague on 
education, a plague that wipes out 
innovative instruction and beats 
down some of the best teachers and 
administrators. 

“Ironically,” Kohn says, “that 
plague has been unleashed in the 
name of improving schools. Invok- 
ing such terms as tougher standards, 
accountability and raising the bar, 
people with little understanding of 
how children learn have imposed a 
heavy-handed, top-down, test-dri- 
ven version of school reform that is 
lowering the quality of education. It 
has taken some educators and par- 
ents a while to realize that the 
thetoric of standards is turning 
schools into giant test-prep centres, 
effectively closing off intellectual 


[: 2004, then-Learning Minister 


inquiry and undermining enthusi- 
asm for learning and teaching. It has 
taken even longer to realize that this 
is not a fact of life, like the weath- 
er—that is, a reality to be coped 
with—but rather, a political move- 
ment that must be opposed.” 

It’s called the Tougher Standards 
movement, Kohn says, and stan- 
dardized testing is kind of the Holy 
Grail of the whole thing. Standard- 
ized tests, the theory goes, ensure 
that our students are learning what 
they are supposed to be learning. 
“People from parents to presidents 
have begun to sound like a cranky, 
ill-informed radio talk-show hosts,” 
he says, “with the result that almost 
anything can be done to students 
and to schools, no matter how ill- 
considered, as long as it is done in 
the name of raising standards or 
accountability. For one thing, it gets 
motivation wrong. Most talk of stan- 
dards assumes that students ought to 
be thinking constantly about 
improving their performance. This 


- 
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single-minded concern with results 
turns out to be remarkably simplis- 
tic. The assumption that achieve- 
ment is all that counts overlooks a 
substantial body of psychological 
research suggesting that a focus on 
how well one is doing is very differ- 
ent from a focus on what one is 
doing. Moreover, a preoccupation 


POLICY 


with performance often undermines 
interest in learning, quality of learn- 
ing, and a desire to be challenged.” 


IT ALSO GETS the pedagogy wrong, 
he says. The Tougher Standards 
movement is big on back to basics 
(namely the three Rs—reading, writ- 
ing and ‘rithmetic—which, of 
course, is actually one R, a W and 
Arithmetic spelt incorrectly). How- 
ever, Kohn argues this system tends 
to treat children as inert objects, 
preparing lists of objectives or core 


knowledge and pouring it down 
their throats. “This is a model that 
might be described as outdated,” he 
says, “were it not for the fact that, 
frankly, there never was a time when 
it worked all that well.” 

It also incorrectly judges what 
evaluation and improvement mean. 
“Tn practice,” Kohn says, “excellence, 
higher standards and raising the bar 
all refer to scores on standardized 
tests, many of them multiple-choice, 
norm-referenced and otherwise 
flawed. Indeed, much of the discus- 
sion about education today is arrested 
at the level of ‘Test scores are low; 
make them go up.’ All the limits of, 
and problems with, such testing 
amount to a serious indictment of the 
version of school reform that relies on 
these tests. Weaving its way through 
all these ideas is an implicit assump- 
tion about rigour and challenge— 
namely, that harder is always better. 
The reductive and really rather silly 
idea that tests, texts and teachers can 


“all be judged on the single criterion of 


, 
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difficulty level lurks behind com. 
plaints about dumbing-down educa 
tion and strident calls to raise the ba; 
Its first cousin is the idea that if som, 
thing isn’t working very well—say 
requiring students to do homework o; 
dubious value—then insisting op 
more of the same will surely solve th 
problem. As Harvey Daniels puts j 
the dominant philosophy of fixing 
schools today consists of saying, in 
effect, ‘What we're doing is okay, w. 
just need to do it harder, longe: 
stronger, louder, meaner—and we’ || 
have a better country.’” 


THERE ARE MANY WAYS for peop 
to fight against the overuse of stan 
dardized testing or at least deal wit 
them without sacrificing creati 
and interesting education. If teac! 
ers have to prepare students for test 
Kohn says they should do no mor 
than what is absolutely necessar 
and then get back to what he call 
“the real learning.” “Some exper 
have argued that a relatively shor 
period of introducing students to th: 
content and format of the tests 
sufficient to produce scores equi\ 
lent to those obtained by students 
who have spent the entire year in 
test-prep mode,” he says. 
whatever time is spent on test prepa 
ration should be as creative and 
-worthwhile as possible. Avoid tradi 
tional drilling whenever you can 
Another approach is to complain 
loud enough so that the politicians 
take notice. Note that when it wa‘ 
announced that Alberta Educatio! 
was eliminating the pilot project ' 
have Grade 4 students take achieve 
ment tests if they didn’t do well in 
Grade 3, Minister Zwozdesky did s2) 
that there was a lot of complain! 
from parents. “Also,” Kohn sa) 
“challenge politicians, corporé! 
executives and others who (a! 
piously about the need to raise tht 
bar, impose tougher standard 
ensure accountability and so 0! ' 
take the tests themselves—an4, \ 
haps even to allow their scores t© I 
published in the newspaper. This | 
especially important in the case 0! 
high-stakes exit exams, which 4! 
increasingly being used to den) 
diplomas to students who don't p® 
them, regardless of their acade™ 
records. The reality, of course, is tl” 
few adults could pass these tes!’ 
Therefore, public officials should ™ 
prepared to justify their demand th 
teenagers must do something the! 
they themselves cannot. And if they 
refuse this challenge, they shoul¢ b 
called upon to defend that.” 


“And 


By WAYNE ARTHURSON 


remember my first summer job. I 

was in high school and it was dur- 

ing the big oil boom in Calgary. 
Jobs were a dime a dozen. You could 
walk into any store, restaurant, com- 
pany, whatever, and find a job that 
paid pretty decently. If it sucked, you 
could walk away without a word and 
find another job that same day. 
Good times, good times. 

That first summer job was amaz- 
ing; | was a parking valet for a tony 
restaurant and all the big-time, high- 
rolling oil dudes would pull up in 
their Porsches, Mercedeses and high- 
end Mustangs, toss me the keys and 
a couple of bucks and I'd pull away. 
Heck, they didn’t even care that the 
ink on my license was still wet or 
that I could barely work a clutch. 
Once I got out of first, there was no 
problem, but I would always stall 
trying to pull away. No matter—the 
customer was already in the restau- 
rant and never heard me grinding 


away at their transmission. I got 
minimum wage but more than 
tripled that in tips. Heaven. 

I didn’t answer an ad to get that 
job, or see a sign in the window, A 
friend's dad had a well-servicing 
company and when he heard | was 
looking for work, he recalled a con- 
versation another friend had over- 
heard at that restaurant. The 
Manager was complaining about staff 


EMPLOYMENT 


- shortages and so I dropped in, filled 


out an application and got the job. 
Which brings to mind my first tip 
for finding a good summer job: the 
really cool jobs, the ones the you 
remember more than 20 years later, 
the ones that will assist you in your 
career path, will not be advertised in 
plain view. Sure, the newspapers are 
full of job ads, but you could spend 
your entire summer flipping through 
the classifieds without finding any- 
thing of interest. And of course, there 
are thousands of job searchers reading 
the same paper, so competition for 
those jobs is more intense. Also, most 
jobs in the paper aren't geared to stu- 
dents, so that also limits your options. 
But hey, I hear you say, what 
about the internet? Sure, the Net has 


increased the number of job oppor- 
tunities and listings but you've got 
the same situation with the newspa- 
per: thousands of job hunters and 
only a fraction of the jobs geared 
towards summer work and students. 
Here’s something to mull over: 
despite the fact that the majority of 
job searchers use newspapers and the 
internet, only 20 per cent of the avail- 
able jobs are advertised in those loca- 
tions. That means that 80 per cent are 
not. That's a lot of work not in plain 
view. So how do you find those jobs? 
Research my friends, research. 


FIRST, LET’S TAKE a step back. If 
you're going to look for summer job 
this year, you need to be ready 
before you job hunt. You will need a 
résumé. Your résumé is a marketing 
tool—you have to sell yourself and 
promote your abilities and skills. You 
want to show them that you are the 
best candidate for the position. This 
means the more work you're willing 
to put into your résumé, the better it 
will pay off. Any solid word process- 
ing program will contain some good 
sample résumés which you can pop 
your own information into with 
ease. Don’t be too fancy and stick 
with a basic white paper—forget the 
coloured stuff! 

Next, think about what you have 


MacEwan 


think About It. 


Start at MacEwan and work towards a 
degree in arts, computing science, education, 
engineering, physical education, or science. 


Small class sizes, lower tuition, 
state-of-the-art labs and facilities, and faculty 
dedicated to teaching. No wonder MacEwan 
transfers more students to university than any 
other college in the province. 


think MacEwan. Call (780) 497-4623 for more information. 


www.MacEwan.ca 
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to offer to employers. List your inter- 
ests, knowledge, skills and accom- 
plishments. Consider what you have 
learned in your academic program, 


Any day is a good day 
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MH VICARS SCHOOL 
of MASSAGE THERAPY 


THE DISTANCE-LEARNING AL TERNATIVE. 


Thi nking of a career in MASSAGE THERAPY? 


The MH Vicars School of Massage Therapy is a private 
vocational school, offering a diploma program in massage 
therapy. Our two-year distance-learning remedial massage 
therapy program is affordable, thorough and will prepare you for 
a successful professional career. Monthly or weekly tutorials in 
Edmonton. Check us out! www.mbyvicarsschool.com 


Our graduates have a level of 
well above current industry standart 


nd unders 


As of March 2005, 84% of our graduates 
working as massage therapists 


Summer School for Massage Therapists 2005 


Plan now for affordable, professional continuing 
education in July and August \ 


Certificate programs for practicing massage therapists and senior students. Small 
classes, fully qualified instructors, and prices you can afford. You will learn techniques 
that you can use to be more effective immediately. All classes are hands-on. 


All classes held at the bright, comfortable (and air-conditioned) 
MH Vicars School of Massage Therapy in southeast Edmonton. 
Call 780-491-0574 or email info@mbhvicarsschool.com for details 
July 5-7 Craniosacral Therapy July 19-22 
(repeated August 2-4) 

Introduction to the science of craniosacral 
palpation and some basic techniques that you 
can use right away in your practice. 


$300 $375 after May 15 


Massage for the 

Birth Year 

New and adapted massage techniques for pre 
and postnatal women. This four-day course 
covers the challenges of each trimester of 
pregnancy, including high-risk, and the special 
needs of the postpartum client. Work with 
clients of local pregnancy education groups 


11-13 
ee $400 (4 days) $500 after May 15 


Dry Spa Techniques 
for Massage Therapists 
This will interest any therapist who wants to 
diversify by offering relaxing and therapeutic 
wraps, and hand, foor and facial treatments. 
Learn therapeutic spa treatments that your 
clients will enjay and benefit from, using 
simple equipment and affordable products, 


$300 $375 after May 15 


July 25-27 Visceral Osteopathic 
Techniques, levels 1 and 2 
Go beyond treating muscles and joints to help 
more of your clients. Learn valuable osteopathic 
visceral techniques to improve function of the 
lungs, stomach, liver, gall bladder, large and 
small intestines and much more 

July 14-15 Chair Massage $500 (4 days) $600 after May 15 
A range of techniques for chair massage, 
adapting your excellent wellness massage skills 
for working in offices, public events and other 
situations where you need to offer a high-value 
but brief massage to the public. Many MTs 
find chair massage a valuable marketing 
technique, as happy chair massage clients often 
turn into table clients. 


$200 $250 after May 15 


August 2-5 Reflexology 
A four-day course in foot reflexolo 
certification by the Universal Colh 
Reflexology. Learn precise and effective work 
with reflex points to reduce stress and promote 
physiological changes in the body. Reflexology is 
a very interesting auxiliary skill for massage 
therapists wanting to work with the body, mind 
and spirit of their clients 


$550 (4 days) $650 after May 15 


July 18-19 Exercise Rx 

‘Add value to your therapeutic work by 
prescribing self-care exercises for your clients that 
will augment the work you do on the table. Learn 
simple-to-teach and effective movements to 
stretch, strengthen and lengthen, and relieve pain. 


$200 $250 after May 15 


Find course outlines 
and instructor 
profiles at: 


www.mhvicarsschool.com 


Summer jobs 


Continued from previous page 


through projects, papers and study, as 
well as your volunteer and previous 
work experience. Sign up for any 
career or job-hunting workshops for 
more assistance in identifying your 
skills. If you want some suggestions 
on résumé-writing, you can check out 
www.damngood.com for samples, tips 
and answers to some tough questions. 

The next step is deciding what 


kind of job you want. Do you want 
an office job, something in retail, 
hospitality or maybe something 
involving manual labour or working 
outdoors? If you can’t figure that 
out, think about your interests and 
try to translate those interests into a 
few job ideas. If you’re looking for 
something related to your career, 
then you probably already know 
what kind of job you want. 


NOW THAT YOU'VE DECIDED on a 
few job ideas, let everyone you know 


invest 


canadian 


what kind of job your looking for. 
Ask if they know anybody who 
works in that industry and if they 
do, request an introduction or a 
phone number. It’s called network- 
ing and who knows what might 
result from it? If you put out to the 
universe that you’re looking for a 
job, a dad’s friend may know some- 
one who knows a guy who... you get 
the idea. 

Also, discover what companies 
hire for the kind of jobs you want, 
and research those companies. Get 


college 


Over 20 Fully Accredited Undergraduate Degree Programs 
Overseas Travel and Christian Service Opportunities 
10:1 Student/Teacher Ratio 
Excellence in Christian University Education 


Apply for the CUC experience today! 


5415 College Avenue » Lacombe, AB « T4L 2E5 
www.cauc.ca * 1.800.661.8129 * admissions@cauc.ca 
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the name of a contact person, and a 
phone and fax number so you can 
send a résumé and find out if there 
are any positions currently available. 
Phone numbers can be found in the 
Yellow Pages, the internet or some- 
times the Canadian Career Directo- 
ry, which lists 900 employers 
throughout Canada, the qualifica- 
tions they look for, contact informa- 
tion and whether or not they hire 
summer students. 

There are also many other places 
to help you in your job search. If 


Thu 


Come 


RSVP 


Hatha 


) 


», hear, and exp 


, have you 


and enter to win a 


es H| STUDIO 


Cc 


12039 — 127 Street 


( www.edmontonyogastudio.com 


you're a post-secondary student, 
your institution should have a 
career and job placement service. 
They’ll also have plenty of tips and 
ideas to help. And don’t forget Hire- 
a-Student. They are geared for sum- 
mer jobs for students and have 
plenty of listings and advice ready 
for the taking. 

One last thing: if you're in post- 
secondary, you should have been 
thinking about this a couple of 
months ago. If you're in high school, 
it’s time to get cracking! © 
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Get IN 


Good news for NAIT IT grads — the job 
market is heating up and employers are 
eager for their skills. In fact, last month 
over 85 IT-related job opportunities 
were posted on campus for our grads, 
with position titles such as Systems 
Administrator, Web Developer and 
Network Analyst. 


So get in — to NAIT’s small classes, 
hands-on learning and close connections 
with industry. You'll gain the skills that 
employers are looking for — the skills to 
go far. 


Start this fall! 
These programs have room for you: 


Certificates (one year) Digital & Interactive Media Design 


Digital & Interactive Media Design 
Computer Systems Technology 


Diploma programs (two years) Thurs, May 12, 7-9 p.m., Rm. X107 


Computer Engineering Technology 
Computer Systems Technology 

Network Engineering Technology 
Telecommunications Engineering Technology 


Tues. May 17, 7-9 p.m., Rm. X107 


Applied degree (two years post-diploma) ARB yeouey} 
Bachelor of Applied Information PP | www.nait.ca INaib 
(780) 471-6248 


Systems Technology 


| U 
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At The Art Institute of Vancouver, we believe an education in 
the creative and applied arts should be hands on and practical, 


not to mention inspiring. It should prepare you for opportunities ee = 


Mi 


in the workplace as it gives your ideas and talent a place to 
take shape. 


Call us today and find out how you can get started on the 
education you've always wanted. We're ready when you are. 


The Art Institute 
of Vancouver” 


1.800.661.1885 


www.aiv.aii.edu 


Three locations in the Vancouver area. 
DOWNTOWN - 700-1090 W. Georgia Street Vancouver, BC V6E 3V7 


BURNABY — 3264 Beta Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5G 4K4 
CULINARY - PO BOX 10366, 300-609 Granville Street, Vancouver, BC V7Y 1G5 


Learn more at upcoming Information Sessions: 


Wed. May 11, 6-7 p.m., HP Centre Rm. WC322 


Bachelor of Applied Information Systems Technology 


THE NORTHERN ALBERTA 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
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Information 
technology is back 
and in the black 


As the IT market 
recovers, NAIT 
graduates are 
getting good jobs in 
a booming economy 


sa child, Hardeep Sandhu loved 
A:“"* things apart and putting 
hem back together. “Vacuum 
cleaners, television sets, VCRs, remote con- 
trols, I wanted to break them down, figure 
out how they worked and see if I could 
improve them,” recalls Hardeep, now 23. 
“Ic drove my parents crazy. I never broke 
anything, in my mind I considered my 
curiosity a gift so they indulged me.” 
Graduating from MLE. LaZerte Com- 
posite High School in 1999, Hardeep 
decided he wanted to continue his pas- 
sion for technology and enroll in the 
Computer Systems Technology (CST) 
program at the Northern Alberta Insti- 
tute of Technology. The fact that the 
entire information technology industry 
was in a slump after the crash of 2001 
didn’t concern him. “Any industry you 


want to go into will have its ups and 
downs - the important thing is to find 
something you really enjoy doing and 
work hard at it,” says Hardeep. “Every 
influential company and major organiza- 
tion around relies on IT and for that rea- 
son I knew that it would always be 
around. So I applied.” Hardeep enjoyed 
the two-year program, which provides a 
solid foundation in business data pro- 
cessing, database concepts and data com- 
munication systems, and graduated last 
June with honours. He already had three 
job offers, with a contract management 
firm, a utility company and CGI Informa. 
tion Technology Systems in Edmonton, 
where he now works as a Microsoft NET 
developer. “I love it here. The people are 
great, they know their stuff and I really 
enjoy the work I am doing,” says Hard- 
eep. “NAIT helped me a lot. With the 
skills I learned there, I can go anywhere. | 
have people calling me with job offers all 
the time and it’s good to know that I have 
skills that people need and are willing to 
pay a healthy amount for.” 

Hardeep was one of 149 graduates 
from the CST Class of 2004; within 
months of their graduation last August, 
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more than 85 per cent of the class had 
found jobs. That’s a huge jump above the 
previous year’s graduating class, just 66.5 
per cent of whom had found jobs within 
che first few months after leaving NAIT. 
More than 93 per cent of NAIT’s 
Telecommunications Engineering Tech- 


nology Class of 2004 have already found 
jobs; that’s a 27 per cent increase from 
the employment rate a few months after 
graduation for the previous year’s class. 
NAIT’s four-year Bachelor of Applied 
Information Systems Technology also 
boasts a job placement of more than 90 
per cent for the Class of 2004. 

“We are seeing a real resurgence in 
the job market for our graduates after a 
lull over the last three or four years and 
that’s great news,” says Garry Bridge, 
Dean of Applied Media and Information 
Technology at NAIT. “People are realizing 
that information technology affects every 
part of the economy. Resource compa- 
nies, health care firms, banks, retail stores 
~ they all use information technology to 
track revenues and expenses, manage and 
transfer data, provide security. And those 
companies need graduates from insti- 
tutes like NAIT to stay ahead and com- 
pete in the global economy.” 

Christine Bester, also an honours 
graduate from the CST Class of 2004, 
decided to diversify her skills after a 


| Spring 
| Art History 1 Cartooning 
Von, : fi, Way? - 20, 9 am-noon, 8 Tues, May 10 - June 28, 6:30 - 9:30 pm, 
| City Centre, $511, 3 credits Centre for the Arts, $159 
| Art History Il Exploring the Basics of Drawing 
Mon. - Fri., Way 2 24- June 10, 9 am - noon, 8 Wed., May 11 - June 29, 6:30-9:30 pm, 
City Centre, $511, 3 credits Centre for the Aris, $159 
| 
| Dark Essentials Figurative Drawing 
| 4 Won, May 30 ie 20, 6-9 pm, 8 Thurs., May 12-June 30, 6:30-9:30 pm, 
| Gy Centre, $139 Centre for the Arts, $180 
Su JOU LSEC <e-S—  o  e — 
| Exploring Watercolour Intro to Painting The 10 Best Secrets 
c eR July 18-22, 10 am-3 pm for a pauls 
| Aug. 8 - 12, 1-3:30 pm 
| Hone 20-24, 10m-3 pm Colour Theory in “a av 
Landscapes in Acrylics Practical Use Landscape Painting 
| 4Wed, July 6-27, 6:30-9:30 pm July 25-29, 10 am-3 pm in Watercolour 
: . r Aug. 15-19, 100m-3 pm 
| Project Photography Figurative & og 
| 4 Sat, July 9-30, 9:30 - noon Abstract Sculpture Portrait Painting 
Aug. 8 - 12, 10 am-3 pm Aug. 22 - 26, 10. am -3 pm 
Painting Flowers 
with Watercolour ; J 
July 11-15, 1 -3:30 pm Call 497-4301 for information 


MacEwan 
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decade of working as a registered nurse, 
“I was aware of the demand for profes- 
sionals with IT and medical cross train- 
ing,” says Christine, now 33. “Aside from 
Internet surfing and e-mail, my computer 
knowledge was limited, but the thought 
of applying my nursing background in a 
new IT/business environment was very 
appealing. NAIT gave me a realistic idea 
of what to expect in that type of working 
environment after graduation.” 
Christine is also employed by CGI 


Apply Now for 
the Fall Semester 


and has been outsourced to Alberta Well- 
net, a branch of Alberta Health and Well- 
ness, where she serves asa Clinical 
Business Analyst. Her job involves the 
technical-and business integration of the 
Alberta Electronic Health Record, an 
information network that links commu- 
nity physicians, pharmacist, hospitals 
and other health care professionals across 
the province. Christine says, “Coordinar- 
ing liaisons among all these professionals 
is great. I really enjoy the work, the new 


discover. 
your future 


business environment and the people. ’m 
very pleased with my decision to enter 
into this field.” When she applied to the 
Program two years ago, she was “naive” 
about any lull in the IT marketplace and 
urges other potential students to get into 
IT if that’s where their dreams lie. “’'m a 
firm believer that if you have an educa- 
tion, apply yourself and can present the 
necessary skills, the market doesn’t mat- 
ter. You'll always be marketable, and 
you'll always like what you’re doing.” 


Pattie Dwyer 
Visual & Performing Arts, 
Drama Student | 


Keyano College is now taking applications for the fall semester. Whether 
you're interested in Community and Upgrading Education, Academics or 
Trades and Heavy Industrial training, Keyano College has a program that is 


right for you. 


Our advisors will introduce you to flexible program options and offer guidance 


qrough your educational experience. They’ll also provide you 


7331-104 St. 
Edmonton, AB. 


433-0091 


reservations 


e 
j ec ,) 425-6151 
10117-101 street 


www.zenaris.com 


An oc-Cajun for celebration 


reserve the dining 
room for your 
special event 


Pan-seared Salmon Fillet 


ith a sweet balsamic reduction & white wine butter sauce 


| reward my system 
for fighting off a 
nasty cold with a 
spicy meal at 
Louisiana Purchase 


By IAIN ILICH 


fles, I hate the runny nose and I 
especially hate the fact that it knocks 
my tastebuds offline for at least a few 
days. When you're sick, everything 
tastes like styrofoam, which from the 
standpoint of someone who needs to 


[i::’ hate being sick. I hate the snif- 


file a restaurant review, is more than a 
little inconvenient. 

Thankfully, after what felt like 
the better part of a week, my 
immune system finally fought back 
and restored my lost senses of taste 
and smell. And what better way to 


celebrate the return of my tastebuds 
than to take my wife out fora 
springtime dinner at Louisiana 
Purchase, a funky Cajun restaurant 
near the Railtown district in down- 
town Edmonton? Nothing like a bit 
of spicy Cajun cookery to teach my 


poor, recovering tongue a lesson. 

The interior of Louisiana Pur- 
chase is colourful and eclectic, with 
deep purple walls, lime-green 
accents and lots of brick and 
exposed concrete. The vibe is both 
fun and quirky, from the giant wall 
display of hot sauce bottles to the 
accordion-heavy zydeco music 
pumping through the speakers. (Th« 
soundtrack to our meal gradually 
evolved into a pleasant blend of clas 
sic jazz and soul.) 

Our server brought us a glass of 
breadsticks (yes, you read that cor 
rectly), and set about taking our 
order. As luck would have it, it was 
Monday, which she informed us wa 


Restaurant & Conference Centre 
at the Greenwood Inn 


Dl 


eS one, 
fs, ey 
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CREM VINE 


4485 Gateway Blud* 989-6753 Reservations 
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allergic.) Even though the 
sea-centric, | found an 
sh called Cottonpickin’ 
(S$ 5), which the menu 
calls a “grilled spiced breast of chick- 
en topped with maple-cranberry 
smoked back bacon and provolone 
cheese, with ancho-chile cream.” 
How could I say no? 
As for starters, I decided that | 
needed to try a bowl of their sausage 


and chicken gumbo ($4.95), a soup ~ 


composed of chicken, sausage, okra, 
onions, tomatoes and green peppers, 
with a thick and spicy tomato base. 
My wife opted for a small Caesar 
salad ($4.95), which she’s recently 
taken a liking to. To drink, I went for 
a bottle of Edmonton microbrewery 
Alley Kat’s Alligator “Blackened” 
Lager ($4.25), which is specially 
brewed for Louisiana Purchase. My 
wife, who had a bit of a headache, 
picked a Diet Coke ($1.95) instead. 

While waiting for our soup and 
salad, we chowed down on the 
somewhat underbaked breadsticks, 
noting that they’d been “Cajunified” 
by the addition of a sprinkling of 
“Cajun spice.” 


WITHIN A FEW MINUTES, the 
gumbo and Caesar salad had arrived, 
shifting our focus from the bread to 
the main event. Though my wife 
enjoyed her Caesar, it was the gumbo 
that stole the show. The gumbo was, 
in a word, sensational. It was thick 
and slippery, the result of a healthy 
amount of okra (also known as 
gumbo), and spicy enough to dismiss 
any lingering concerns about my 
senses still being impaired by my 
receding cold. I could just as happily 
have eaten another couple of bowls 
of gumbo, but alas, other dishes were 
about to arrive. I scooped out as 
much as | could, and was tempted to 
mop up the rest with the last, sad- 


looking breadstick still standing 
“Ei in its glass. 
I wasn’t sure what to expect from 


_ my chicken, which arrived shortly 


after my bowl had been cleared. It 
looked different from what I’d 
expected, and was sitting in a lake of 
creamy, orange-coloured sauce. It 
turned out to be very different, but 
very good. The chicken was well-sea- 
soned with typical Cajun spices, the 
ancho-chile cream sauce was subtle 
but nicely complementary to the 
chicken and back bacon, and the 


veggies were neither too crisp nor 
too mushy. 

When I grabbed a bite of my 
wife's jambalaya, it instantly remind- 
ed me of one of my favourite West 
African street foods, jollof rice, 
which is usually made with similar 
ingredients. It was good, though fill- 
ing enough for my wife to only be 
able to make it through half of her 
admittedly large portion. 

For dessert, we wanted something 
chocolatey. While there wasn’t an offi- 
cial dessert menu, our server happily 


ft 


, 


Order any PI 


rattled off the available options. The 
most chocolatey item on her list was 
Mississippi Mud Pie Cheesecake 
($5:25), a slice of chocolate cheesecake 
with a layer of chocolate mousse on 
top, garnished with a few strawberries, 
a large dollop of whipped cream and a 
slice of blood orange. The couple at 
the neighbouring table craned their 
necks when the plate arrived, unable 
to disguise their curiosity. Over fork- 
fuls of rich, decadent mousse, my wife 
and | silently agreed that while it 
looked good, it tasted even better. 


izza at our regu 


For just over $49 including tax, 
we'd had a delightful meal that both 
thoroughly shocked and awed my 
recovering tastebuds. The gumbo was 
delicious, the chicken supplied an 
interesting combination of tastes and 
the rice was a friendly reminder that 
Heritage Days, along with the Niger- 
ian pavilion’s jollof rice, was only a 
few more months away. Ah, summer 
It’s almost here. © 


LOUISIANA PURCHASE 
10320-111 St * 420-6779 


lar price and 


E 
get a second pizza of equal value FRE: 


ings 
oa with two or more toppings , 
Order any pizza with ‘ get a “Wing Meal 


ice an 
our regular price : 
as veggies and fries FREE. 
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f bs four rooms 
oe) Ul) | restaurant and lounge 


r KeaRey i s Lez ave. 10a st 


426-4767 


Ald lounge 


DOWNTOWN JAZZ 


apr 28, 29 & 30 


Midwecle 4 
Cominiie Gyetawiy 2) 


3/50 


Includes: Two $50 4-course 
table d'hote dinners. One 
night in our /uxury B&B Suite, 
and Continental breakfast 
served in your suite. 


6427 112 Avenue 4745693 


* Valid during April and May * Only Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 


A Select sethack 


Slow service, 
uninspiring 
presentation mar 
visit to Cafe 
Select’s new 
southside location 


By CHRIS BOUTET 


rtles, as you may recall from 
Tex: high science class, are 
famous for their longevity—the 
average American box turtle, for 
example, can live upwards of 130 
years. Still, while undoubtedly inter- 
esting, this fact seems to have done 
little to guarantee a long, healthy life 
for off-Whyte mainstay the Turtle 
Creek Café, which closed its doors 
late last year ostensibly for renova- 
tions, and eventually for good. But 
when you have a location as good as 
the corner spot on 109 Street and 84 
Ave that Turtle Creek left vacant, it 
was clear to folks in the neighbour- 
hood that the space wouldn’t stay 
empty for long—and sure enough, 
the beginning of April saw the space 
reopened as Café Select, sister 
restaurant to the cozy late-night 
wine-and-chat destination of the 
same name just across the river. 
As a former downtown resident, I 
had been to the Select on 106 Street 


FENDENE 


Fo ee AVE 
A369235 


12028-149 ST 
AS5A-5503 


10646-170 ST 


and 100 Ave many a time, but my 
visits had become increasingly rare 
since my relocation to the Whyte Ave 
area, and so I was excited about the 
prospect of having a Select open up 
kitty-corner from my apartment. But 
seeing as there's a rule of thumb that 
says you should try and give a new 
restaurant at least a month to get the 
hang of things—especially if you’re 
planning to review it—I held off on 
my first visit until early this week 
(almost a month, anyhow), hoping 


this would assure a pleasant evening 
out. Sadly, however, my girlfriend 
and I left our late-evening meal feel- 
ing, well, a little disappointed. 

We arrived at the tail-end of the 
dinner rush, and only a few tables 
lingered on the main floor of the 
open-aired two-level eating area. We 
were shown to a cozy table for two 
off the main atrium, and while wait- 
ing for the server, we had a chance to 
take in the renovations. Surprisingly, 
Select seems to have done little to 
change the old Turtle Creek’s curious 
layout, with the stairs to the upper 
level you have to duck under on your 
way to the patio and the oddly- 
placed bar taking up prime space in 
the dead centre of the main floor. 
Overall, the changes are more of a 
facelift than major surgery, but a 


D. Swowids Sours, SALADS 
AND DONT FORGET THEE 


CTRAWBERRY PIE 


G-64A36 


facelift was indeed welcome; gone 
are the dated terra cotta tiles of old, 
replaced by muted dark browns and 
grass-textured, deep green walls. (The 
browny-red tiled floor still remains, 
though, and does stick out a little.) 
The server arrived, and after 
perusing Select’s ample wine list, we 
decided to go by the glass rather 


. than-get a bottle. I was in the mood 


for a big, smooth red, and so chose 
the Foxwood “Old Bush Vine” Syrah 
from France at $7 (although the 
Moore’s Creek Shiraz was indeed 
tempting), while my girlfriend went 
with a dry and fruity Chilean Isla 
Negro Chardonnay ($6). To eat, we 
didn’t want to put down anything 
too heavy given the time of night, so 
we focused our attention on the 
Lighter Fare section of the menu; I 
chose the intriguing-sounding com- 
bination of Marinated Olives, 
Manchego Cheese and Chili-Toasted 
Almonds ($11), while my girlfriend 
opted for the Smoked Salmon, 
served with red onion, capers, creain 
cheese and Chazzan rye bread ($13). 
Having ordered, we settled in to sip 
our wine and wait. 


AND WAIT we most certainly did, 
for a little more than half an hour, 
which seemed like an awfully long 
time considering the quiet hour and 
that we'd ordered two food items 


SEE PAGE 25 


VUEWEEKLY E> APRIL 28-MAY4, 2005 


-Fueryhody comes to R 


..or at least they 
ought to, because 
Ric’s Grill sets a 
new standard for 
steaky excellence 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


s I walked up to the entrance of 
Ric’s Grill downtown, I imme- 
iately perceived that this is a 
place for guys and the people who 
love them. My first hint was an 
advertisement out front for a happy 
hour “Beer Buffet.” The second was 
the décor comprised of manly, den- 
like exposed brick and dark wood 
with mosaic glass accents. And the 
third hint was the staff. Attractive, 
well-dressed men and demurely clad 
women stood in diametric opposi- 
tion to the plastic sexuality of the 
waitstaff in other restaurants, shift- 
ing attention from the Barbie parade 
and back to the patrons. 

The hostess welcomed us as we 
entered and despite a nearly empty 
restaurant, she sat us at the booth 
right next to the door. This meant 
that we not only got to enjoy the 
raucous Beer Buffet crowd in the 
lounge and endless tableside discus- 
sions among staff, but we also bene- 
fited from a colourful downtown 
resident's analysis of the upcoming 


Batman movie. My wife and | took a 
deep breath, put the distractions 
behind us and cracked open our 
menus. Things immediately started 
looking up. 

I flipped past the first two pages 
in the cocktail menu—beers—and 
scanned through their specialty 
drinks. My wife decided on a Paris 
Sunrise (making the obligatory refer- 
ence to Ms. Hilton as she did so), 
and I couldn’t resist any drink called 
a Miami Ice (both $4.75). Our server 


_ MANLY! 


was an outgoing blond whose 
refreshing enthusiasm for his work 
and incipient fatherhood punctuat- 
ed the night. 

Menu prices were higher than 
our usual range but not cardiac- 


featuri 2 
Jeremy Fi | 


with special guest 


an Wile 


4 


www.nathanwiley.com 
.colleenbrown.ca 


.jeremyfishermusic.co 
wivw.therealjeremyfisher.co 
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Advance Tickets $10, No Minors, Doors at 8:00 pm, Tickets available at 
Ticketmaster, Blackbyrd Myoozik, Listen Records, SUB, HUB, CAB, and 
ETLC info desks, and the Powerplant on the 


arresting, and the choices were 
encouraging. My bride selected the 
pan-seared snapper ($18) from the 
lighter fare menu, and from the 
available accompanying options, 
she couldn’t resist a spinach salad 
to start and sautéed mushrooms on 
the side. Despite the tempting 
seafood options and a duck 4 I’or- 
ange special, | had come to a steak- 
house for steak. | chose the 8 oz. 
marinated prime rib ($23), slow 
roasted all day, with their home- 
made clam chowder and red pota- 
toes in a Dijon cream sauce. We 
decided against tempting appetizers 
ranging from $5 to $15 in order to 
save room for dessert. 

My Miami Ice was a neon-green 
adult popsicle, and my wife’s cock- 
tail was a Shirley Temple with an 


SEE PAGE 25 
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f Cast your 
Let your tastebuds 


Maybe its the perogies that practically melted your mouth. Maybe 


senses into 
you eat out. Edmonton has it all. 


Eat! 
Voie! 
or $25 gift certificate to an Edmonton restaurant. 


Win! (prizes must be accepted as is) 
best dishes best restaurants 


and a daytime phone number. 


Restaurant Bonanza! Two nights in a condo in Panorama courtesy 


y 4 
“a ae . | i 


Have your say. Tell us which food establishments serve your favorites in the categories to follow. Help the 
places you like win a coveted 7th Annual Vue Weekly Golden Fork Award. Read the results - and more - on May 
12th. For your ballot to count, you must give answers in at least ten categories and include your name, address, 


Plus $100 in Restaurant gift certificates! Ten others will receive a $20 


a Ses * = 


its the samosas that sent your 
it. Maybe its the chocolate creation that lives on in your memory and calls out to you every time 


other bests | 


e Appetizers e Breakfast ¢ Best New Restaurant 

« Soups ¢ Bakery. ° Sweets. 

¢ Salads ¢ Coffee Shop e Snacks (pretzels, bagels) 
e Breads ° Tea Shop e¢ Pre-theatre dining 

e Steaks ° Deli ¢ Restaurant for lovers 

e Venison ¢ Bavarian ¢ Innovative menu 

e Sushi e Greek e Wine list 

¢ Tapas e French e Beer list 

¢ Pub Food ° Italian/Pasta e When you only have $10 
¢ Dim Sum e Chinese e Best when someone else is paying 
¢ Sandwiches ¢ Thai ¢ Late night/all night 


¢ Hamburgers 
¢ French Fries 


¢ Wraps ¢ Mexican/Latin American e Sports Bar 

¢ Pizza ¢ Steakhouse ¢ Best Patio 

¢ Desserts ° Seafood ¢ Best Chain 

* Chicken Wings. ¢ Vegetarian e Best Hotel 
e African ° Ultimate Dining 
° Juice Bar Experience _ 


This is your official ballot. Send it in! 


Name: a 
Address: Mail answers to: 
Vue Weekly’s 7th Annual Golden Fork Awards 
10303 108 Street 
Phone # (daytime): Edmonton, = 


Entries must be received ne later than 5 pm, May 5 2005 
(No duplicate entries, 1 entry per person. Any entries with identical writing to another will be discarded. 
Standard contest entries alse apply. 


¢ Japanese 


¢ East Indian/Tandoori 


¢ Weekend brunch 
¢ Best service 


* Best Independent 


Wine Store 


or FAX: 426 2889 
or email: fork@vue.ab.ca 


Look for this symbol! Any restaurant advertising with this symbol wants to be considered by 
our readers when they vote for Vue Weekly's Golden Fork Awards to be announced on May 12 
2005. The ballot will appear in our April 21 & 28 issues. It asks you to vote for Edmonton's 
best on our Seventh Annual Reader’s Choice Awards for 40 best food catagories. 

So watch for the symbol and sample the best of Edmonton's restaurants before you vote. 
There are great prizes to be won by readers who participate! 

To make it even more exciting and easier for you and your friends to "taste test” the fare of 
some of these establishments, you can win free gift certificates from some of the city's best 
places for eats. 

All you have to do is mail, fax or email our office with your name and phone number and the 
words “FREE FOOD!" At least five names will be chosen to receive gift certificates worth at least 
$20 and redeemable at one of our city's great food establishments. 
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Continued from page 22 


that basically required no cooking 
other than a quick toss in the pan for 
my almonds. And this holdup was 
only made worse by the fact that our 
server had earlier found himself 
increasingly occupied by a table of 
his friends nearby, leaving us to wait 
to place our food order while he glid- 
ed by unaware again and again, thor- 
oughly tunnel-visioned by his 
acquaintances’ drink orders. While 
our server was indeed pleasant 
enough and eventually started pay- 
ing us mind once we were eating, it 
was nonetheless a frustrating way to 
start the evening. 

And unfortunately, when the 
food did arrive, it proved to be not 
worth its beyond-fashionable late- 
ness. While my girlfriend’s smoked 


salmon, afranged simply on a plate 
with the onions, capers and lemon 
hanging out on the side and an 
accompanying basket of bread, was 
fine (albeit a little pedestrian, as she 
reported), I couldn’t help but be dis- 
appointed by the presentation of my 
choice. When I ordered the olives, 
cheese and almonds, I knew I would 
be getting some amount of all three 
of those things—but I certainly did- 
n’t expect them to be so plainly and 
unadventurously separated in little 
white bowls on a bare plate with a 
meagre offering of toasted bread on 
the side. I had assumed I would be 
getting an assortment of these three 
ingredients arranged on a bed of 
greens, or with crackers, or anything, 
teally; what I got was an uninspired 
collection of ingredients. And while 
the ingredients themselves were 
nice—the cheese was firm and pun- 
gent and the almonds were nicely 


of chili—! don’t think it’s unreason- 
able to expect more attention to 
composition and presentation from a 
restaurant of Select’s stature. 

When we got the bill, there was 
one last surprise, as the wines turned 
out to cost 50 cents more each than 
what the menu had said they did—a 
negligible difference, sure, but one 
that you’d hope would be brought to 
your attention. All told, the evening 
came in at just north of $40 before 
the tip. Overall, our first experience 
at the new Select had not been over- 
whelmingly positive, to say the least, 
but it’s possible that most of my con- 
cerns can be chalked up to the estab- 
lishment being still a little green. 
We'll see how things go again in a 
couple of months. © 


CAFE SELECT 
8404-109 St © 438-1812 


Ric's Grill 


Continued from page 23 


attitude. As we sipped our drinks, we 
tried with some success to ignore the 
foot traffic beside our table. Our serv- 
er reappeared almost immediately to 
deliver a warm, sensational Parisian 
loaf with herb butter, quickly fol- 
lowed by our starters. I could barely 
sink my spoon into the densely 
packed bowl of chowder; less creamy 
than I expected, its vegetable con- 
tent brought it halfway to borscht 
and all the way to excellent. Her 
spinach salad was a hit as well, crisp 
and fresh with a balsamic tang. 
Unexpected chunks of orange and 
artichoke added to the salad’s unique 
presentation. The flavours and quali- 
ty of our starters heightened our 
anticipation of the entrées. We were 
not disappointed. 


EVERY SO OFTEN, you sit down to a 
meal that sets the bar for that food 
in the years to come. For me, for as 
long as I can remember, I've mea- 
sured steaks against the Keg’s filet 
mignon. However, Ric’s thick slab 
of prime rib, served with red pota- 
toes, horseradish and au jus, will be 
my new standard. My knife was 
unnecessary, as the tender tissue tore 
beneath my fork. I have never had 
meat melt on my tongue like this, 
and the Dijon cream sauce was a 
perfect complement to both steak 
and potato. I wish I had ordered a 
glass of shiraz. 

My wife's snapper was luscious, 
absorbing flavour from above and 
below. The topping of fresh fruit 
salsa and a trickle of white wine but- 
ter from the sautéed mushrooms 
gave that filet a wallop. I didn’t 
bother with more than a taste, how- 
ever. I was busy performing the 
absurd act | condemn as an unneces- 
sary delay to culinary pacing: I was 
actually putting my knife and fork 
down with each bite. No shit. It was 
that good. 

Our nearly spotless plates were 
swept away and our server returned 
with our guide to the gustatory coups 
de grace. Each dessert was $6.50 and 
sinfully alluring. Against both rec- 
ommendation and expectation, my 
wife selected ginger cake over 
cheesecake. I seized on the cappucci- 


no pie and requested coffee ($2.50) 
for both of us. 

The final chapter of our meal set 
our heads spinning. The dark roast 
coffee was tasty, but those desserts... 
Hers was like a warm, moist ginger- 
bread cookie blown up to four times 
its normal thickness, set beside a 
scoop of vanilla ice cream and driz- 
zled with caramel. My cappuccino 
pie should have been a controlled 
substance. I have never had anything 
as addictive as this rich cappuccino 
ice cream atop chocolate crust, 
chocolate bits swirled within, a dol- 
lop of whipped cream to the side and 
drizzled with both caramel and hot 


fudge. (Granted, I’ve never tried 
heroin, but still.) 

We were so dazzled by dessert 
that we were staggering out the 
door by the time I processed that 
dinner, drinks, tax and (generous) 
tip had set us back $90. Seeing as 
I’m not a well-off player in my 
early 40s, I probably won’t be rush- 
ing back for the ambiance, and if I 
did 1 would definitely request a dif- 
ferent table. But Ric, you can 
charge me that much for a feast 
like that any time. O 


RIC’S GRILL 
10190-104 St * 429-4333 
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UNWIND AT STEEPS TEA LOUNGE 
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190 varieties of black, white, green, oolong, herbal and fruit teas 
Friendly and knowledgable staff * Warm relaxing atmosphere 
Premium cookies, squares & desserts * Light savory alternatives 
Tea brewing and related merchandise * To go service * Open late 


GLENDORA 
12411 STONY PLAIN ROAD 


COLLEGE PLAZA 


SHERWOOD PARK 
204 SHERWOOD DRIVE 


TEL488-1505 1116-82 AVENUE = TEL:9B8-2d86 TeL416-B616 
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4th & Vine 
Wine Bar 


open daily at 11:00AM 
sunday to thursday until midnight 
friday and saturday until 2:00 am 
oliver village 11358-104 avenue 497-7858 


New: Orleans [)iner & Bar 
10548, whyle Ave 


433-0930 
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Everything old is canoed again 


A novice paddler 
tackles the North 
Saskatchewan 
River and endures 
the snickering of 
her wilderness 
guide friend 


By CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 


plant tomatoes or other delicate 

things before the May long week- 
end. I think that the same advice 
might apply to those who would 
plant neophyte paddlers in a canoe 
for the very first time. 

Last May long weekend, I 
embarked upon my first canoeing 
adventure. Sure, it would have made 
sense to head to a nice calm lake, set 
up a tent near a car and paddle 
around for a few hours and call that 
an introduction to canoeing. It 


[:: been told that it’s not wise to 


would make sense for my first river 
trip to be from Devon to Edmonton. 
But sensible is rarely my path. Even 
my first camping experience only 
two years ago involved a big pack 


strapped to my back and a four-hour 
hike to the “campsite” in the moun- 
tains. And so when my friend Margo, 
who has spent part of her life as a 
wilderness guide, planned a canoe 


trip down the North Saskatchewan 
River from Nordegg to Rocky Moun- 
tain House for my partner, herself 
and me, I couldn’t wait to get going. 
With two canoes strapped to our 
two cars, the three of us headed out 
in the direction of Nordegg. Of 
course, it was May long weekend, so 
when the blizzard just east of 
Nordegg made driving impossible, we 
shouldn’t have been surprised. Not 
hiding my fear of freezing to death 
very well, I helped set up our tents at 
Saunders Launch and prepared to 


start paddling the next day. And so, 
the highlight of the first day of my 
very first canoeing trip was the eight- 
inch icicles that decorated our cook- 
tarp as we shivered in time to the 
sound of what became an icy rain. 

By morning, the sun was shin- 
ing, if only to confuse our frosty first 
steps. But once we had finished 
breakfast, including makeshift drip 
coffee, it was bright and warm 
enough to trust that we would need 
sunscreen along with the fleece. At 
this point, I had never been in a 


redbike... 


A CANADIAN BIKE STORE IN CANADA 
FULL OF CANADIAN STUFF STAFFED BY 
CANADIANS SERVING CANADIANS... 


CHECK OUT OUR TOP CANADIAN BRANDS: 
ARKEL, UNDER THE WEATHER, FLAT 
BAGS, BLT, AXIOM, NORCO, ROCKY 

MOUNTAIN, BANSHEE, COVE, 
MARINONI, OPUS. 


redbike / 10918-88 Avenue / 435-2674 Right next to the High Level Diner. 
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canoe. | had never even touched a 
paddle. I didn’t know my bow from 
my stern or a pry from a draw. This 
didn’t scare me. It might have scared 
my companions. “You mean you've 
never been in a canoe?” Margo asked 
incredulously. “Not even in a lake?” 

Nevertheless, my partner and I were 
soon in a tandem boat paddling down a 
river—not falling into it—and leaving 
the snow and winter behind. Of course, 
a river canoe trip differs markedly from 
a more sensible lake trip. For one thing, 
rivers move. This can be helpful because 
if you don’t feel like working very hard, 
the river will, technically, carry you 
along for a while. All you need to do is 
influence the direction of your canoe— 
something which, I might add, is rather 
important to do. 

However, rivers can also move 
very fast. Rapidly, even. And despite 
the pains Margo took to demonstrate 
the pry, the draw and the power 


stroke to me, no one counted on my 
natural tendency to lift my paddle out 
of the water and yell “Eek!” whenever 
I encountered rapids. The only reason 
I didn’t meet the river’s bottom upon 
encountering the whitewater the first 
‘time was that my “Eek!” was overruled 
by a slightly more urgent command to 
“Paddle!” coming from the stern. And 
so I paddled. 

T would like offer a helpful piece of 
advice to novice river canoe paddlers; 
if you encounter rapids, paddle very 
fast and very hard. The harder and 
faster you paddle, the less likely it is 
that you will get very wet. By the way, 
waterproof pants are especially nice to 
wear for paddling on cool days. 


OUR SECOND NIGHT did not include 
snow. Indeed, the “site,” located 
somewhere in the middle of what 
seemed like nowhere, included very 
little to remind us of the night before 


Hidden Ridge 


RESORT 


It's BBQ SEASON 


IN THE ROCKIES 


or any previous night in my life. If 
you've never camped on the side of a 
river at a “site” designated only by 
like-minded travelers who've come 
before, I must recommend it. There’s 
evidence of human life, but only 
barely. The people who travel this 
Way leave only footprints, and they 
usually prefer to leave even less than 
that. There are no outhouses. There 
are no signs telling you “you are 
here.” It’s wonderful. And this recom- 
mendation comes from a confirmed 
city-girl whose mental image of 
camping used to include, at the very 
least, a shower facility. And perhaps a 
nice cabin with a stove. And a bed. 
The third day saw us stripping 
down to T-shirts by noon. This is the 
nature of the May long weekend, I 
suppose: hypothermic shivering 
coexisting with sunburned knees. (If 
you wear shorts while paddling in a 
canoe, put sunscreen on your knees!) 


ee 


iS 


package includes one night accommodation for two and a Steak Dinner 
ready when you are to BBQ on our outdoor stainless steel propane BBQs 


from $79.50 per person (double) 


Valid April 28-June 2 (except Canada & U.S. long weekend) 
Subject to availability. Some restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. 


* all units with full kitchen, dining area, living room with 


wood burning fireplace, patio and/or balcony 
* giant 30 person hot tub « firepit + hiking trails 


anahe? 


By this point, I also thought that | 
had mastered the basics of paddling. 
After all, 1 was paddling through the 
tapids and I was beginning to think 
that I looked pretty cool out there. At 
precisely that moment, however, we 
caught an eddy and demonstrated our 
amazing ability to spin around a bit 
and run into some nice shallow peb- 
bles. Margo was busy pretending not 
to laugh at us when she noticed a 
group of Boy Scouts who had stopped 
for some lunch and were resting on 
the shore, Judging from their laughter, 
they obviously knew how to maneuver 
their canoes as well. Newly humbled, 
we listened to Margo as she taught us 
what I'm told is a very cool trick: side- 
ferrying across the river. Of course, we 
were giggling so much that it turned 
into an extremely advanced move. 


A BRIDGE in Rocky Mountain House, 
one used by most paddlers who end 


relly ay. : 
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their journey there, marked the end 
of our trip. Even now, I find it strik- 
ing that such a commonplace sight 
crossed by hundreds of cars every 
day, can seem suddenly so signifi- 
cant. Others were gathered there too, 
waiting for family and friends. It was 
nice to share our return to the city 
with others who had shared the river 
My evaluation of the weekend 
was probably improved by the nap 
in the sun I enjoyed while I waited 
for my fellow paddlers to shuttle the 
cars. (Novice paddlers, 1 recommend 
volunteering to watch the equip- 
ment while your friends drive back 
and forth.) But there’s definitely 
something peaceful and exhilarating 
about paddling a canoe on a river for 
a few days—I think I'll be going back 
for more very soon. My partner and I 
even received canoe paddles for 
Christmas. Now all we need is a 
canoe, a weekend and a river. © 
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The heady elevation 
at Sun Peaks 
course only 
improves the whole 
golfing experience 


By STEWART DUNCAN 


1,001 essential ingredients of a 
good game of golf, patience is 
probably somewhere on it. Golfers 
in the Kamloops area of south-cen- 
tral B.C. have to have patience not 
just for the game itself, but for all 
the games they haven't yet been able 
to play because two long-awaited 
courses didn’t open when expected. 
A heavily hyped mega-resort on the 
former Six Mile Ranch overlooking 
Kamloops Lake was to have 36 holes 
of championship golf. A decade 
later, it still hasn’t turned any tee- 
box sod, still doesn’t have a hotel 
deal and still offers little more than 
Grade A alfalfa hay. So if you come 
across a map of golf courses in the 
Thompson Region that says Kam- 
loops on the Lake is “Coming Soon!” 
or “Opening in 2003!” rest assured 
it's doing neither. Imagine the 
patience of the developer who’s still 
working at it. The good news is that 
there is still an abundance of excel- 
lent nine- and 18-hole courses here 
in south-central B.C. 
And that abundance means more 
golfer-friendly green fees and tee- 
times. More good news is that after 


[: there’s a list somewhere of the 


en 


est 


Couns 


years of postponement, Sun Peaks 


Resort’s back nine finally opens from 
mid- to late summer. The front nine, 
which opened in August 1995, 
reopens Friday, May 13. (Ooooh, Fri- 
day the 13th—you might not want 
to play that day.) Two factors held 
up completion of the second half, 
besides nature’s ponderous pace and 
the short growing season that comes 
with a mountain climate. 

“We've still got two feet of snow 
on the course,” said head pro Bob 
Duncan on April 18. “That's just the 
way it is 4,000 feet up in the moun- 
tains. We're a ski hill first, but we’ve 
got great golf—just a short season. 
The back nine needs a little more 
time to mature, so our target date is 
July 1.” There was an additional 
delay in late summer of 2003 when 
Sun Peaks had to deal with tremen- 
dous wildfires, but the recreational 
area was ultimately spared. 

More significant has been the 
burning real estate market. With 
demand for on-mountain housing 
climbing year after year, the resort 
has had to develop more runs and 
install more lifts to provide home 
buyers with ski-in, ski-out privileges. 
Priorities were redirected from finish- 
ing the 18-hole golf course to devel- 
oping Mt. Morrisey as the resort’s 
third ski hill. Demand shot up for 
ski-in/out winter housing that would 
double as summer housing along the 
proposed fairways. But the latter half 
of the course couldn’t be done until 
all the housing was in place. Ergo, 
the wait. Barring an abysmal sum- 
mer, we all graduate from patience 


school this July or August. 


THOSE OF US who've enjoyed the 
privilege of playing the front nine 
know that it’s a beautiful, exciting 
and challenging course. Narrow fair- 
ways wind through a valley along 
McGillivray Creek and wrap around 


the bases of the three, thickly forest- 
ed mountains sculpted by ski runs. 
“The front nine is target golf—short 
and demanding,” Duncan says. “The 
back nine is much more resort style, 
more generous fairways and landing 
areas, tighter greens—friendly, but 
with bunkers. The greens are a little 
bigger than the front nine and have 
more shape. Each one has four dis- 
tinct pin placements.” 

The soon-to-be par-72 Sun Peaks 
Golf Course was designed by Gra- 
ham Cooke, one of Canada’s fore- 
most course architects; the alpine 
setting is enriched by spectacular 
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WEEKDAY (BEFORE NOON) 
Mon-Fri, 5:30am-Noon only 


Mon-Fri, Noon to close 


? 


¢15 Covered Driving Range Stalls 


#50 Stalls Total 
Licensed Clubhouse 
*Off season Catering 


mountain views, colourful wildflow- 
ers, the deep greens of a conifer for- 
est of spruce and pine and postcard 
scenery around every corner. Mark 
Twain once called golf “a good walk 
spoiled,” but he might have recon- 
sidered if he could have seen this 
terrain. The creek and the bridges 
make the trails most pleasant, but 
you'll enjoy them less if you waste 
your time looking for wayward orbs. 
Unless you're really good, forget dis- 
tance—it’s not a long course anyway. 
The fast-moving creek doesn’t give 
back balls and the dense forest, lush 
undergrowth and rough terrain will 
make you long for the wide-open 
prairie. But if you submit to the 
environment, it will cleanse your 
body and spirit. 


THE FRESH MOUNTAIN AIR is a wel- 
come relief from the heat of the 
Thompson Valley on a summer's day. 
Just don’t forget you're in the moun- 
tains. Even on a hot day, you’d be 
wise to bring a jacket along with your 
bottled water. Mountain weather can 


Whitemud Freeway 


_ NOW! 


change suddenly and dramatically 
Think of it as a touch of home—sud- 
den, extreme weather shifts that may 
last only several minutes but could 
last longer. It’s a four-hour game, so 
don’t be caught off-guard. 

Power carts are available from 
the fully stocked pro shop; they’re 
not mandatory and there aren’t a lot 
of hills to climb so hoofing it is a 
reasonable option if you’re into that 
You'll also see and hear a lot more 
on foot—even on hot days, you may 
encounter a few magical traces of 
winter. In fact, the last time I played 
there, my partner and I were con- 
fused when each of our balls landed 
out of sight and caused those colour- 
ful flashes of sparkling light. It turns 
out that our shots had landed in a 
mound of snow, kicking the crystals 
into the sunlight. The multicoloured 
prism effect gave us a half-second 
glimpse of light in flight, a merging 
of science and art in motion. You 
might not see your own miniature 
aurora borealis, but you'll sure enjoy 
your walk. © 


VUEWEEKLY 5 APRIL 28-MAY 4, 2005 


Competitive 
shooting is alive 
and well in 
Alberta—but it 
faces an 
uncertain future 


By ADAM SMITH 


southern Alberta, where guns are a 

dime a dozen; the situation here 
in northern Alberta is much the 
same. And while I have shot guns 
on several occasions, it was on a 
very occasional and purely func- 
tional level: shooting gophers, pro- 
tecting the crops. And maybe 
placing the animals on the hood of 
someone's sister's car, or in some 
sinister, mid- or late-pubescent rage, 
recklessly lining up old wooden 
floor-model televisions and burying 
some buckshot down the tubes. 
That's what most people, especially 
the urbanized masses, think of 
when they think of guns (and of 
shootin’ in general). That, and vio- 
lence. And lockin’ and loadin’, and 
shootin’ from the hip, and of Holly- 
wood shoot-’em-ups, or ruthless 
gangstas, or Dick Tracy. 

But really, that isn’t what it is 
supposed to be about, and that’s cer- 
tainly not what it’s about for the 
thousands of Canadians involved 
recreationally and or competitively 
in trap and skeet shooting—the 
International and Olympic athletes, 


a from a smaller town in 


their coaches, parents and support- 
ers who devote large portions of 
their lives and energies into the 
shooting sports. 

That dedication though is no tes- 
tament to a past of non-violent sport 
shooting. The name of the clay discs 
that are targeted in most shooting 
games are called birds or clay 
pigeons, a name that comes from 
the bygone practice of shooting live 
pigeons that were trapped in cages 
and released for a waiting shooter. 
From this questionable background 
arose trap, skeet and the array of 
other recreational shooting games. 

Inspired by a friend involved in 
recreational trap shooting, I and my 
associate Lucas Hale, of Drunken 
Duncan, took a trip south of E-town 
to a farmer's field, where we relaxed 
in the spring sun, downed some 
fresh bevvies and sent the clay 
pigeons back to the earth they came 
from. In what we thought was pure 
redneckin’, we found ourselves really 
enjoying the sport of shooting. 
Shootin’ isn’t about killin’ anymore! 
And it’s not about war, or some sim- 
ulated version of it. In fact, accord- 
ing to the National Skeet Shooting 
Association, it’s about body, mind 
and soul. And when you delve into 
the wealth of literature that sur- 
rounds the topic, much of it is more 
reminiscent of Zen Buddhism or 
other spiritual disciplines emphasiz- 
ing mental clarity than it is about 
anything destructive. And I just 
thought we were going to drink 
some buds and shoot some guns. 

My interest in the sport devel- 
oped to the point where I contacted 
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the Northern Alberta Shooting Asso- 
ciation, or NASA (!) and was invited 
by member Dr. Lance Grainger to 
come down and shoot some trap 
and skeet at their world-class facility. 


SKEET IS A SIMPLE yet deceptively 
challenging game. Two clay birds are 
launched from either side of the 
half-oval shooting area. Shooters 
attempt to lay down the birds as 


SHOOTIN’ 


they fly in opposite directions in a 
relatively predictable pattern. At the 
same time, the shooter moves 
between eight shooting posts along 
the half-oval. In skeet, 24 birds are 
fired, followed by an extra bird from 
the centre for a perfect score of 25 
points. (Trap shooting is a similar 
game, but the targets are launched 
away from the shooter instead of 
across the shooting field.) The skill 
both.sports demand is considerable. 
Skeet has been a part of the Olympic 


games since their modern inception. ~ 


Shooting on one’s own (or with a 
group of irresponsible friends) can 
also be fun. A shotgun or two and a 


few cheap plastic skeet tossers are all . 


that’s required to get the game off 
the ground. When going for your 
shoot, make sure to get permiSsion 
from a landowner before commenc- 
ing the game. Many farmers with 
open fields don’t have a problem 


with people shooting the biodegrad- 


able clay pigeons on their property 
as long as the visitors clean up any 
used shells or waste. Never consume 
alcohol or narcotics before or during 
shooting. 

The sanctioned, institutionally 
regulated and respectable sport of 
shooting can be costly; but a rental 
shotgun, ammunition and a day’s 
range fees costs less than $50—and 
some of the dedicated NASA mem- 
bers will surely be willing to give 
you some tips. You will need to 
have your FAC (Firearms Certifica- 
tion) or be in the company of some- 
one who does. 


Unfortunately, NASA has recent 
ly encountered some tough times as 
Edmonton city council has decided 
to act on a clause in their leas: 
agreement with the club, and will be 
terminating the lease in July 2007 
The city has plans to decontaminate 
the lead-infused ground and build 
an outdoor recreation facility. This is 
a major gut shot to the small but 
dedicated group that has safeguard- 
ed the legacy of the range since its 
assembly in 1976 for the 1978 Com- 
monwealth Games. 

City council is clearly acting 
with good intentions, but the lack o/ 
planning in regards to the replace- 
ment of the facility have left the 
100-odd members of the Strathcona 
Range feeling disgruntled and 
betrayed. The group’s malady is only 
exacerbated by the fact that with th: 
termination of their lease, they wil! 
be unable to host a variety of inter- 
national events, including the 2005 
World Masters Games, as revenue 
must be rerouted to securing a new 
location. © 
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France me outside 


Hardy Canadians 
are well-conditioned 
to enjoy southern 
France during the 
off-season 


By MARILYN LETTS 


live in Alberta. During the “off-sea- 

son” in Alberta, biking skids out 
on gravel, hiking gets bogged down 
in mud and skiing trickles to a 
mushy finish. However, there are 
advantages to being an Albertan, as 
my family and I discovered when we 
visited France this spring. During the 
“off-season” in southern France, the 
Roman ruins and walking trails are 
still there, but with a few thousand 
fewer tourists and better hotel prices. 

We wanted to hit the historical 
highlights, but our trip was also an 
escape from the brown and grey 
time we call spring in Alberta. Surely 
France would be a little more color- 
ful than home. But we didn’t imag- 
ine one of the highlights of the trip 
would be an afternoon at the beach. 

We arrived in Carcassonne, a 
medieval fortified town in south- 
western France, on Easter Monday. 
The grass was green, the cherry blos- 
soms were out and flowers filled the 
beds outside the train station. At 18° 
it felt like summer to us. We asked 
the young woman at tourist infor- 
mation about a hotel with a pool. 
She raised her eyebrows. 

“A pool to swim in?” She clearly 
thought our English was lacking. 

“Oui, a swimming pool.” 

“It is too cold!” It was right 
about then that I noticed she was 
wearing a winter coat with the zip- 
per done up to her neck. 

We had read about one hotel 


[i March and April, I wonder why I 


with a year-round pool, so we per- 
sisted and she got us a room. The 
next day after exploring the 
medieval walled city for a few hours, 
we took a break and went back to 
the hotel for a swim. The staff 
uncovered the pool for us, although 
they plainly thought we were crazy. 
“We're from Canada,” we offered by 
way an explanation before spending 
the afternoon happily chasing each 
other around our own private pool. 
The desk clerk asked us to let her 
know when we were done swim- 
ming so someone could cover the 
pool immediately to preserve the 
heat. I had a feeling they would real- 
ly be blown away by the hot springs 
in Banff. 


FROM CARCASSONNE, we drove 
along the coast heading to Arles. Just 
after a town called Agde on the way 
to Séte we got our first glimpse of 
the Mediterranean. Eight kilometres 
of sandy beach stretches between 
the two towns and we decided to 
stop and check it out. Judging by the 
number of parking lots, the crowds 
must be dense in the summertime. 
We were able to park right next to 
the beach on the highway and all 
four of us ran to touch the water. 
Our kids swim in the Kananaskis 
River. They have swum in the Pacific 
Ocean off Vancouver Island. In com- 
parison, the Mediterranean did not 
feel bad. Scattered clouds filled the 
sky and the temperature was about 
15°—no worse than a cool summer 
day at Sylvan Lake. A few other cars 
were parked next to the beach, but 
people seemed content to sit and 
watch the waves. Nobody was in the 
water. Our kids rolled up their pants 
and had their shoes and socks off 
immediately. In no time, they were 
building walls and waterways in the 
sand. | left their dad supervising 
construction while I went for a walk. 


I discovered that the few people 
on the beach were collecting shells; 
all colours, sizes and varieties cov- 
ered the beach. Perhaps there were 
more than usual because the sum- 
mer crowds hadn't picked them 
over. Or maybe some places in the 
world just have treasures like that 


lying around all the time. 

If we had known ahead of time 
how beautiful this stretch was I 
think we would have planned to 
stay longer. However, our time was 
limited because I was in desperate 
need of a bathroom, which are 
scarce in France. So we said goodbye 
to the beach and dusted the sand off 
our feet. 

We finally found a bathroom at a 
truckstop in Séte. (I'll spare you the 
details of the bladder-bursting song 
we made up on the way. Or the time 
we spent lost on a long narrow street 
that turned into a dead end.) After 
that welcome stop, we continued 
along the coast to find a place to pic- 


nic. Luck was with us and we 
stopped at a beach in Frontignan, 
the next town. 

Windsurfers and what I've since 
found out were kite-surfers or kite- 
boarders dotted the water with 
colour. We parked so we could watch 
and lunched in the car because of 
the wind. I suspect the wind is a cru- 
cial component of kite-surfing, 
which looked like a combination of 
parasailing and surfing. One guy 
with a bright red kite performed flips 
easily 20 feet in the air. He made it 
look effortless, but the film crew 
accompanying him indicated that 
he wasn’t just an average partici- 
pant. An awful lot of other people 
out on the water were not making 
any aerial moves. It looked more like 
they were trying desperately to con- 
trol a kite in gale-force winds that 
threatened to lift them up and carry 
them off into the countryside. 


WHEN THE KITE-SURFERS came 
close to shore, you could see they 
were wearing “dry-suits,” the kind of 
suit you can wear in arctic waters 
and still survive because it keeps all 


the water out. They must have con- 
sidered these winter conditions. 

After we oohed and aahed at the 
one kite-surfing performer for a 
while, I asked the kids if they would 
like to try it. 

“Are you nuts?” 

“You'd have to be crazy to be 
dragged around by a kite in this 
wind. And then you have to figure 
out the board thing with your feet.” 

Since none of us were interested 
in trying something that looked so 
suicidal, we continued on our jour- 
ney. 

Next time you’re looking for a 
spring adventure, use your Albertan 
advantage and enjoy southern 
France. We may not jump directly 
from our igloos into the river, but 
we're definitely able to enjoy the 
beach earlier than most. And I sus- 
pect that in June, July and August, 
when there are big crowds and big- 
ger price tags, it would be too hot for 
us, anyway. If you ask our kids about 
their trip they will spend a long time 
telling you about the beaches and 
then say, “We saw a lot of castles 
and museums too.” @ 
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+] A most educational package to Alberta’s impressive oil sands. 
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(aRda’s drue North 


See for yourself what the Yukon has to offer at WWW.VW.TOURYUKON.COM. Video, interactive maps and first-hand 
accounts bring this exciting destination to life. From the world's top rivers to North America’s most breathtaking scenic 
drives, vibrant First Nations culture and other unique Yukon experiences, it's all here to discover. 


You can also phone 1-800-789-8566 to order your free travel information and discover Yukon — Canada’s True North. 
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Edmonton's river 
valley is the perfect 
spot for a day-long 
ountain-biking trek 


py CAROLYN NIKODYM 


hen my friend James called me early 
iW Saturday morning to meet up for our 
pike ride, I had been struggling with 
my back tire for what felt like an eternity. 
‘The tube was flat and I was getting cranky. I 
pad been fantasizing about the day’s ride all 
eek, and by 8 a.m., the sun was up, making 
> liar out of all the cynical 
veekend predictions I'd 
eard, It was the first week- 
din months that I didn’t 
yhave homework to do and I had written my 
jast exam the day before. I just wanted to 
get going. I wanted to feel the air slide 
across my face. 
it was exactly that thought that settled 
my nerves and my ego enough to allow me 
to permit James come over and help me 
with my tube. After a quick breakfast of fruit 
and yogurt, I strapped on my trusty helmet 
and we took off, We headed west from 124 
Street along 102 Avenue before dipping 
down onto the trail at 133 Street. With a 
shit-eating grin on my face, I quickly forgot 


9 ride it on the mountain 


BIKING | 


my early morning flat tire frustration. It 
wasn’t long before we stopped to take off 
our jackets. That the sun was shining was a 
bonus. Then again, biking in the rain is grat- 
ifying in its own way—even when you get so 
muddy you have to peel your dirty clothes 
off in the shower. 

I discovered the joys of mountain biking 
while living in the Rockies during the ‘90s. 
Every day after work in the summer, I would 
head out to play on the trails—usually always 
coming back with a cut or two on my legs. I, 
of course, am a comparative latecomer to the 
sport, which developed in California during 
the ’70s when riders began taking old single- 
speed balloon-tire bikes on downhill adven- 
tures. These single-speed bikes had 
limitations, but it wasn’t 
long before innovative rid- 
ers rigged them up with 
thumbshift-operated 
derailleurs. With squishy tires, comfortable 
saddles and the upright position, these new 
bikes drew the interest of those who wanted 
to steer away from the hard ride of the road 
bike. By 1986, interest in mountain bikes had 
reached critical mass and sales surpassed 
those of road bikes. 

And Edmonton’s river valley is a perfect 
place to ride them. The 48-kilometre stretch 
along the North Saskatchewan boasts about 
150 kilometres of multi-use trails and 450 


SEE PAGE 39 
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Wholesale Sports Outdoor Outfitters 


Alberta’s Largest Selection of 
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EQUIPMENT UNDER ONE ROOF 
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were still icy and muddy, The ice was melt- 
ing off in little streams into the river, and 
we carefully negotiated the icy slop. I could 
feel its coolness wafting up into my face. As 
tres of unimproved trails, all of which —_! rode on to Emily Murphy Park, J could feel 
The river valley is also the my body surge with adrenaline. And the 
4 of urban parkland in North race in my mind was on: if I stopped, I was 


Continued from page 39 


m 


sorica. In the '60s and '70s, the proposed 
for the valley was a roadway system, 
nich probably seems inconceivable to any- 
,e who has used the trails over the last 30 
ars. Just last year, after years of observa- 
on, the parkland bylaw was updated to rec- 
jze mountain biking as a viable use of 
e trail . There were safety concerns 
arding cyclists sharing the trail with 
“\ers. There's a code of conduct for bikers: 
law requires you to have a bell, to pass 
thers with care and control and to avoid 
rging new trails. “There are hundreds of 
ometres of trail to use, so use them,” says 
Sjaire St ho you may have heard on 
]SR on sday mornings delivering her 
icycle - Report. And James and I took 


ot advi art. 


of the river is host to most- 
y pa it there are plenty of woodsy 
ails to play in around 139 Street. That's 

ere James and I took our first off-road ride 
if the year. The sun filtered through towering 
sine, cooling the first trickles of sweat on my 
prow. | remembered how to work the gears to 
maximize the roller coaster action of the hills. 
nd this was just a warm-up before we headed 
over to the south side. 

After a quick café stop, James and I raced 
jong the paved path to the LRT bridge. By 
10 a.m., there were plenty of joggers and 
{rollers populating the trail, but within five 
minutes we were crossing the bridge and 
heading toward Belgravia along the unpaved 
frail. By en Park, parts of the trail 


OSIRIS 


sure my legs would continue moving in a 


circular motion. 


When James called out to stop at Hawre- 


lak Park, I whineéd. I had the itch—there’s 


| was the greedy child; 

| didn’t care where we 
went, as long as | could 
continue to ride 


something very addictive about self-propelled 
speed. However, when you do take time to 
stop, there are things you see that you can’t 
when you're whizzing by on your bike. A 
squirrel sat on a tree limb above us, nervously 
peering at us from behind its pine cone 
lunch, as we decided whether to go down 
through the Valley Zoo or head south to 
Whitemud Park. I was the greedy child; I did- 
n't care where we went, as long as I could 


continue to ride. 


The trail from Hawrelak Park follows the 
southward bend in the river. My breath 
became heavy yet steady as I attacked the 
rolling hills. It was top gear all the way down, 
with a quick switch to a lighter gear to propel 
me back up the climbs. Although the sun was 
heating things up, I was cooled by the trees 


and my own momentum. 


By the time we head back to the north 
side, my legs were jelly and my bum was 
sore—but I was already excited for next week- 


end's ride. © 
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n our Great Outdoors 
yrote about inflatable 
I kies,” as they're 
nately known. I 
mails and ques- 
ers about duckies 
to learn how to 
1 whitewater. Well, 
wait a year for my 
here’s a primer on 
eginners,” complete 
g information and 
ome recommended spots in which 
to try them out. 

The entry-level inflatable kayaks 
\'ve used for years are made by Sevy- 
lor and are now available at Coast 
Mountain Sports for just over $220. 
* The bright yellow “Tahiti” model is 
sold as a two-person kayak, but it’s 
really better suited for one adult. We 
have had ours for five years and 


have dreds of miles of water. 
Wwe have patched a few small pin- 
4 ‘ 


2 Bow 


holes along the way, but I wouldn’t 
_ hesitate to do an r run in it— 
that is, if we hadn’t purchased new 
River X models. I can’t tell you how 
much fun we've had throwing these 
things in with our camping equip- 
ment and heading off into the hills. 
Learning to paddle is relatively easy; 
start in calm water and then move 
gradually into faster-flowing cur- 
rents. Try a lake, then something 
like the North Saskatchewan, and 
you'll be ready to head west in 
search of some Class I, II, and III 
rapids. 

Obviously you'll need a good 
lifejacket. Before you head off to the 
mountains, remember this: most 
rivers are direct runoff from glaciers 
and are cold. You will need a wet- 
suit. We grabbed ours from Costco 
for $55 each. We also strap on a cou- 
ple of hockey helmets, which you 
can pick up used for about 10 bucks. 
Add in a dry bag to store cameras 
and other precious items like the 
patch kit for another $10. If you do 
have a leak, the contact cement in 
standard patch kits dries within min- 
utes, so you can get back on the 
water relatively quickly. 

I suggest you drive out to Devon 
and try a day trip into Edmonton. 
This will give you an indication of 
what it’s like to spend a day in your 


boat. You can pack a small cooler 
with a day’s provisions and strap in 
the dry bag. I also recommend tip- 
ping the kayak over first and practis- 
ing getting back in. Getting to shore 
and dumping out water is an impor- 
tant lesson to learn before you hit 
any Class II or III water. If you tip 


RAFTING 


over these boats, they become big 
liferafts to hold onto until you can 
right yourself and climb back in. 


THE ATHABASCA RIVER, running 
right through Jasper, is a great begin- 
ner’s-level river. It’s quick and cold, 
but not too rough. It’s also one of 
the most beautiful and breathtaking 
runs you'll find anywhere. You can 
start upstream of Jasper at the five- 
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mile bridge and follow some rafting 
groups down to Old Fort Point 
Drive from the town down the Park- 
way for 10.5 kilometres and look for 
a gravel pulloff on your right for 
your put-in. The run continues past 
the town and takes you out to where 
the highway crosses the river. It’s a 
great day trip. 

North and south of Hinton are at 
least five rivers offering Class II runs. 
Stuart Smith’s books on Whitewater 
runs in the Rockies, available at 
Mountain Equipment Co-op, are an 
excellent guide to the countless that 
exist within just a few hours of 
home. (They contain lots of useful 
safety tips too, like notifying friends 
and family of your exact schedule 
before starting a river trip.) 

One other option beginners 
might want to consider is joining a 
club. The Mistaya Paddling Club, the 


Diamond Dining 


Deluxe King with jetted bath 
© $100 dining gifl certificate** 


Dlatinum Dining 


Northwest Voyageurs Canoe and 
Kayak Club and the U of A Paddling 
Club offer cheap rentals, beginner to 
expert instruction and well-planned 
excursions almost every weekend. 
They don’t have inflatables, but they 
do offer a wide range of hard body 
kayaks. 

As for us, we planned the Black- 
stone River last year but never made 
it, so we’ve rescheduled for the 
spring. It’s south of Hinton and has 
some good day trips, as do the 
McCloud and Brazeau. Fishing these 
rivers is fun and relatively easy. Thess 
Blackstone has nice Class II and III 
runs, and before you know it, you'll 
have covered a lot of territory. We 
will also get into the Kicking Horse 
again. Staying at Beaverfoot Lodge, 
sleeping in chuckwagons and going 
horseback riding on “off water” days 
make for a great trip. © 
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Girls gone wild? 


Outdoor businesses have found a huge, 
enthusiastic market for all-female 


adventure tours 
By SUE KERNAGHAN 


Bonny Glambeck, explaining 

the finer points of sea kayaking 

in terms this city girl can under- 
stand. Glambeck, co-owner of Tofi- 
no’s Rainforest Kayak Adventures, is 
describing the “hip flick,” an impor- 

~ tant boat-handling technique, and 
one worth knowing when you're out 


. a like a disco bump,” says 


exploring the wilderness in a one- 


woman craft. And it’s easy... for 

some. “Hip flicks are a natural for 

women,” Glambeck says. “We also 

have physical stamina and a low 

centre of gravity, so we're well-suited 
~to kayaking.” 

Glambeck and her partner Dan 
Lewis run kayaking and camping 
trips in the pristine wilderness of 
Clayoquot Sound, off the west coast 
of Vancouver Island. They’re also 
part of a growing number of British 
Columbia operators offering wilder- 
ness adventure trips specifically tai- 
lored toward women. Each summer, 
Glambeck runs two all-women trips, 
as well as co-ed paddles and custom 
adventures for anyone who wants to 
get a few friends together. The all- 
women trips have their own vibe, 
she says, and it’s not just the ease of 
hip-flicking that makes them that 
way. Glambeck has observed that 
women tend to be more confident in 
all-female groups, and they learn 
sports differently than men do, pre- 
ferring to finesse a physical task 
rather than relying on muscle. 

“And we laugh a lot,” she says. 


“In a group of women, you can com- 
pletely relate to where the other per- 
son is coming from.” 

Myrna Boulding, owner of 
Strathcona Park Lodge and Outdoor 
Education Centre, has noticed the 
same thing. More and more women 
are heading to her lodge in the 
mountainous heart of Vancouver 
Island to canoe, hike, climb and get 
to know one another. Why? 
“Women have a lot of fun together,” 
she observes. “They bond in a way 
that men don’t.” 

Women are also more likely than 
men to opt for an outdoor adventure 
holiday. According to travel industry 
expert Marybeth Bond, writing in 
California Tourism Insights magazine, 
75 per cent of the people taking 
nature, adventure or cultural trips 
are women. “Ten years ago there 
were no such statistics. Now we 
know that the average adventure 
traveler is not a 28-year-old male, 
but a 47-year-old female.” Outdoor 
educator Paul Hansen has seen the 
trend in action. As we kayak togeth- 
er through the clear green waters of 
Sechelt Inlet, I ask if his outdoor 
lessons are any different for men’s 
groups. “Men? I’ve never had a 


men’s group,” he confesses. 

Paul and his wife Patti own and 
operate the West Coast Wilderness 
Lodge, a view-blessed hiking, kayak- 
ing, rock-climbing and relaxing 
resort a few hours north of Vancou- 
ver. They estimate that about 70 per 
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cent of their guests are women. 

Men and women come in pairs 
and families, but the groups out for a 
weekend of bonding and adventure 
are invariably women. And they're 
not just sporty youngsters either: a 
widow’s retreat held recently at the 
lodge saw women in their 70s and 


GETAWAYS 


80s trying outdoor activities, in some 
cases for the first time. Beginners 
often surprise themselves with how 
much they can do during a weekend 
at the lodge. This has a lot to do with 
the skill of the guides and with the 
owners’ philosophy. The idea, says 
Paul Hansen, is “to make wilderness 
adventure accessible to people of all 
ages, shapes and skill levels.” 


ANOTHER GOOD OPTION for city 
slickers hoping to get in touch with 


their outdoorsy side is a Women’s 
Adventure Weekend at Horne Lake 
Adventure Camp. Held once a 
month in summer, these camps 
gather about a dozen women for a 
weekend of rock-climbing, rap- 
pelling, canoeing, caving and camp- 
ing in a fun and supportive 
atmosphere. No experience is neces- 
sary. “All you need is a positive atti- 
tude,” says camp co-ordinator Erin 
Arctander. 

Horne Lake Adventure Camp is a 
rustic outdoor centre near one of 
B.C.’s most extensive cave systems. 
Staff there began offering women’s 
adventure weekends about a year 


“ago, says Arctander, “because we saw 


a need for something a little more 
adventurous. There are a lot of places 
women can go for a massage or a 
body wrap, but there aren’t many 
places they can try rock-climbing 
and caving in an all-female group.” 
The weekends draw a range of 


APRIL 28-MAY 4, 2005 


campers, from women who work in 
the outdoors to people who've never 
before slept in a tent (or, in this case, 
a teepee). “They really cheer each 
other on, and usually finish th 
weekend as great friends,” says Arc- 
tander. Over on Vancouver Islands 
west coast, Surf Sister, founded b\ 
Tofino-born surfing champion Jenny 
Stewart, offers Canada’s only all- 
women surf camps. (Guys are wel- 
come in the daily lessons.) Stewari 
and her team of female instructors 
show would-be surfers of all ages 
how to catch the waves off the spec 
tacular stretch of sand at Long 
Beach. The 16-mile (41-kilometre) 
forest-backed beach, part of th« 
Pacific Rim National Park Reserve, is 
says Stewart, the most popular place 
to surf in Canada. 


FOR ANOTHER high-adrenaline 
experience, check out Spokeswomen 
Mountain Bike Camps at Whistle: 


in resort (and 2010 
two hours north of 


After an evening of orientation 
d bike fitting, cyclists whiz up the 
»ountainside. (The gondola and 
ainifts used by skiers in winter are 


‘camps are like a girlfriends’ weekend, 
nly ‘bike cours- _ and it’s not every ‘weekend you get to 
1g Of hang out with 30 other girls.” 


er encongmimagen« ae 


quick to get to know each other 
d support one another. These 


Women-only mountain sports 
are also catching on in the Kootenay 
Rockies, where, at Fernie Alpine 
Resort, women have their own 
mountain biking clinicsgin summer, 
and ski and snowboard classes once 
the snow falls. “Last year we started 
with one Women’s Mountain Biking 
Weekend,” says Melody Kultgen, the 
resort’s sales and marketing manager. 
“We had so much fun we are run- 
ning two this year.” In the winter, 


These camps are like a girlfriends’ weekend, and it’s not 
every weekend you get to hang out with 30 other girls.” 
— SALLY CARMICHAEL, SPOKESWOMEN FOUNDER 


ry bikes.) Then, with the 
enced female instruc- 
ding some professional 
‘ acers, they learn the best 
echniques for tackling the trails. 

Sweeping views of the surrounding 
‘Coast Mountains are part of the-deal. 

Spokeswomen’s weekend courses 
sre for all levels, from people new to 
off-road biking to serious downhill 
yacers. The average age is 35, but 
eens and seniors have joined in too. 
armichael started the camps when 
e was racing professionally and 
other riders would ask her for tips. “I 
gained a huge enjoyment from 
watching other women succeed,” she 
says. “There’s also a great cama- 
aderie in women’s groups; women 


locals and weekenders can join the 
You Go Girl women-only ski and 
snowboard lessons. 

Both programs have been big 
hits, Kultgen says, partly because of 
the comfort level involved. “Women 
feel a little more comfortable learn- 
ing with other women. The classes 
are also a nice way to meet other 
people at the same skill level, and 
perhaps find riding or skiing bud- 
dies. It’s a social get-together as 
much as a learning experience.” 

It’s that bonding thing again. 
Sorry guys. Whether we're out surf- 
ing, kayaking, camping, rappelling, 
rock-climbing, caving, hiking or just 
hanging around the campfire, some- 
times it’s just more fun this way. O 
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Bitter Hands Resign 
pand didn’t resign 
emselves to 
bitterness when 
priginal tour plans 
ell apart 


y LEAH COLLINS 


fjomewhere out on the vast Cana- 
lian Shield between Sudbury and 
@ Winnipeg, Alex McMaster has 
ulled over to a side-of-the-road pay- 
hone. She’s laughing a lot—most 
Kely because her band’s guitarist, 
tu Livingstone, keeps distracting 
ier, looming over her shoulder and 
Hattering on the payphone next to 
iers—but between the giggles, she’s 
‘plaining that her group, A North- 
mm Chorus, wouldn’t have had the 
pod fortune to end up on this 
etch of northern highway had it 
ot been for a little hard work and 
igenuity. 

Several months back, the band 
as slated to join melancholy for- 
valaxie 500-ers Damon and 
‘aomi for a spring tour of North 
\crica. But when they were uncer- 
Moniously dropped from Damon 
d Naomi’s travel plans less than a 
lonth before showtime, A Northern 
horus found itself forced to take 
ntrol of the situation. McMaster 
Sunds happy with the band’s course 
» action—a self-organized five-week 
eur of Canada and the U.S.—but 


Ney had to go through all that no- 
*'get-a-supporting-act trouble in 
he first place. 

“IS sort of a mystery to us,” she 
ys, “but I guess there was some 
°hcern on Damon and Naomi’s 
ert about there not being enough 


ife in A Northern Chorus 


advance publicity, and they decided 
to scale it down and just go by 
themselves rather than take an 
opener with them. It was a bit of a 
disappointment, but we were able to 
salvage what we could and we're still 
doing a bunch of shows in the 
States. It wasn’t a lot of time to 
book; there was a lot of last-minute 
fitting in places. 

“You just kind of have to keep 
going,” she continues. “We were all 
kind of disappointed for a few days, 
but then it’s like you can either let 
it get you down or just make the 
best of it. And in the end, I think 
we put together a really good tour 
on our own.” 


MCMASTER AND HER CELLO 
joined up with A Northern Chorus 
in the spring of 2004 for the band’s 
previous tour, a jaunt through the 


ePOP 


U.K. The trip went so well that the 
band’s dreamy, epic music was get- 
ting Broken Social Scene-level buzz 
by the time they got back to their 
southern Ontario home. Since 
then, A Northern Chorus has been 
busy putting together their latest 
album, the recently released Bitter 
Hands Resign, a slow-building 45- 
minute collection of spacy songs 
about feelings. And now, for the 
next month, they’re ready to share 
it with whoever'll listen, though 
McMaster jokes that she has a few 
apprehensions about being cooped 
up with her four bandmates. “This 
is definitely the longest that I’ve 
been out with them for,” she 
laughs. “We're only on day four 
now,” she says, pausing to expel a 
heavy, melodramatic breath. “So 
we'll see.” 

Joking aside, McMaster’s not too 


worried about her traveling compan- 
ions: they’re all too laid back, she 
says, for any in-fighting to break out 
That, and they all share a healthy 
sense of humour, heavily inspired by 
the Will Ferrell. She says the band 
can’t stop watching the Saturday 
Night Live Best of Will Ferrell DVD, to 
the point they tend to communicate 
through a series of rehashed jokes. 

“Ohmigod, the cowbell sketch is 
one of the funniest things ever,” 
McMaster laughs, referring to the 
SNL skit featuring Ferrell as a 
manic, midriff-baring member of 
Blue Oyster Cult who lays down the 
infamous cowbell beat for “Don’t 
Fear the Reaper.” The band loves 
the skit so much they have a link to 
it on their website, but don’t expect 
A Northern Chorus’s arrangements 
of strings and ethereal guitars to 
make room for “more cowbell” any- 
time soon. 

“Oh good lord, I can’t even pic- 
ture where cowbell would fit,” she 
erupts with laughter. “It’s like anoth- 
er kind of music; cowbell’s so rock 
'n’ roll, so ‘70s and so different from 
what we do. A Northern Chorus is 
ambient, emotive.” She pauses 
thoughtfully. “It’s pop. I guess I 
don’t know what else to classify it as. 
To me, pop is essentially anything 
with a strong melody. I wouldn't 
know what else to call our music. It’s 
definitely not rock, and it’s not real- 
ly classical, although people tend to 
use that word ‘chamber pop,’ 
though I don’t know... I don’t think 
we ever set out to write epic, slow- 
building stuff per se; it’s just what 
comes out. You never know, the next 
record could be entirely different; it 
could be all three-minute songs.” © 


A NORTHERN CHORUS 

With the Fine Options and Wooly 
Mammoth « Sidetrack Café * 
Wed, May 4 (8pm) 
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& POWERPLANT 


restaurant & bar 


Friday, April 29th 


NOVO TO COCOA 


py THE HIDDEN GEMS reat: DIALEKTIKA, 


MCEE E, YOUNG MAV & OTHER GUESTS. 


$3.00 AT THE DOOR, NO MINORS, DOORS @7:00PM 
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHILD SLAVE He AND REHABILITATION 
PROGRAMS IN WEST AFRICA 


Saturday, April 30th , 


SICKLE CELL FOUNDATION OF ALBERTA 
PRESENTS’ THE OMEGA THEORY, © 
RAKE, AND LITTERBUG | 


DOORS 8:00, $8.00 AT THE DOOR, NO MINORS 
ALL PROCEEDS IN SUPPORT OF SICKLE CELL RESEARCH 


Saturday, May 7th 


BLACK GOLD BIG BAND 


TICKETS ARE $10 IN ADV, DOORS:8:00PM, DANCING: 9:00PM 
NO MINORS,NON SMOKING, 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT HUB, SUB, CAB AND ETLC INFO DESKS AND ~ 
THROUGH THE BLACK GOLD BIG BAND 


Friday, May 13th 


COLDSPOT WITH SPENT (MEDICINE HAT) 
AND FOSTER | 


TICKETS ARE $8 IN AT THE DOOR, DOORS:8:00PM, 


NO MINORS 
Monday, May 16th 


JEREMY FISHER (with is BAND) 


WITH NATHAN WILEY AND COLLEEN BROWN 
$10 IN ADVANCE. AVAILABLE AT AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER, 
BLACKBYRD MYOOZIK, LISTEN RECORDS, HUB, SUB, CAB, E.T.L.C. INFO 
DESKS, AND THE POWERPLANT DOORS: 8:00 PM. NO MINORS 


for more info, call 492- 2048 or visit www.su.ualberta.ca/events 
The Powerplant is a service of Your Students’ Union for UofA Students, staff 
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By PHIL DUPERRON 
and ROSS MOROZ 


Idol bands are the 
devil’s workshop 


The Fine Options * With A North- 
ern Chorus and Woolly Mammoth 
¢ Sidetrack Café « Wed, May 4 
(8pm) Perhaps because of my seething 
dislike of Ben Mulroney, or possibly 
because of a general aversion to vacuity 
in all of its forms, | cannot claim to be 
much of an expert on the television pro- 
gram Canadian Idol. My ignorance of 


waver 
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this Canadian institution never hindered 
me in my capacity as a music writer 
here at Vue, however, until my recent 
chat with Victoria’s the Fine Options, 
who have what can only be described as 
a bizarre connection to Canada’s nation- 
al, ahem, “talent” show. 

“We actually recorded with [/do/ 
runner-up] Theresa Sokyrka once,” 
reports Fine Options guitarist Colin 
McKill sheepishly. After a quick web- 
search proved that | am, indeed, the 
only Canadian who hasn’t heard of the 
Saskatchewan native and Red Deer 
College graduate’s adventures in 
generic soft-pop-rock, McKill admitted 
that seeing his former collaborator par- 
ticipating in the spectacle that is Ido! 
was a little bewildering. “It’s been kind 
of strange watching her, um, meteoric 
rise,” McKill laughs. And while the Fine 
Options’ career hasn’t been helped 
along by a massive televised celebra- 
tion of mediocrity, the band has been 
gaining fans for their decidedly un- 
Canadian Idol-friendly sound. 


ovies. 


$7 


McG anver 


THE END | NIGH!" 


"We're definitely not trying to 
sound like anybody, but at the Sam. 
time we definitely take cues from a 
going on around us,” McKill says, ’ 
than being influenced by a band, w.’, 
more likely to take something aWa 
from specific songs or parts of songs 

That said, McKill does adm; ,.. 
being more than a little influenceg | 
one particular Canadian group: “7p, 
first time you hear Death fF, 
Above,” he says, “it's hard not to |; ake 
something away from that.” 

The influence of the Toronto «,., 
along with hints of Queens of ¢p, 
Stone Age and fellow Victorians 1, 
Hot Heat, are apparent on White p, se 
the Options’ second EP, released jn j), 
summer of 2004. The record's ¢;;-, 
production and catchy tunes belie jj, 
fact that, according to the Option 
website, the budget for the qj 
topped out at roughly $60, but Mcxii) 
is quick to point out that, even wii 
minimal expenses, being in a touring 
rock band is invariably complicated | 
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banal constraints of not having 
yor time. 

airs so lame, but ‘real life’ sort of 
jbits us from doing as much of 
his as we'd like,” explains MckKill, 
who, at 26 years old, is thankful just to 
be still having fun playing music. “Part 
of me thinks | have to grow up and 
quit wandering around aimlessly, but 
the other part just says ‘Aww, that’s so 
Jame.” (RM) 


There’s an Uncas among us 


The Uncas ¢ With the Grassroot 
peviation and Slow Talkin’ Walter 
+ Sidetrack Café Sat, Apr 30 After 
four years of boot-stompin’ and guitar- 
pickin’ around Edmonton and western 
Canada, The Uncas are gearing up for 
their first full-blown coast-to-coast tour. 
and even though they've never even 
been east of Winnipeg, bassist/singer 
Futch Uneas figures their recent nation- 
al TV appearance on Much Does 
fdmonton ought to translate into a bit 
of interest for the country-punks out 
east. “It was pretty good,” he says, “we 
got some response, people were actu- 
ally watching it out in TV Land. It's 
probably one of the only chances you'll 
get to be seen across the country, and 
Sunday night was a pretty good slot. 
There’s lots of popular shows on, and | 
hink people flip around a lot to Much- 
Music and stuff, so I’m sure it was seen 
by quite a few people.” 

Unfortunately, their spot on Much 
didn’t show much of the over-the-top 
live show that’s made the Uncas a 
crowd favourite around these parts. It 
did, however, show the sawdust flying 
as they took their power tools to a 
helpless guitar to get the crowd all 
riled up at the start of the show—a 
practice they started during their first 
appearance at the North Country Fair 
in 2002, when they sacrificed Sook 
Uncas’ childhood guitar to the rock 
gods. In the hands of band member 
john Carpenter (who's an actual car- 
penter), even everyday lumber (which 
is much cheaper than guitars on the 
road) turns into a hilarious stage prop. 

“He knows how to spray the saw- 
just really well, so it’s like a smoke 
nachine,” says Uncas. “And it makes 
he bar smell like a toolshed, so it’s pret- 
ty cool. It’s a little bit cheesy and we're 
aware of that, but at the same time, 
whatever, people like it, people laugh, 
and that’s what we're about. As long as 
you back up the kitsch with good music 
and you're not just some crappy band 
that depends on that.” (PD) 


Kid rock? 


Collapsing Opposites + With the 
Faunts, Storyboard, Por Nada and 
Hinterland © Starlite Room ° Sat, 
Apr 30 The ongoing debacle that is 
the Michael Jackson trial is not exactly 
painting adults with an obsession with 
childhood in the most positive light 
these days. And while Vancouver's 
Ryan McCormick doesn’t have much 
to say about Jackson’s current woes, he 
Goes say his musical project Collapsing 
Opposites owes much to his fascina- 
tion with childhood. 

“| like kids a lot,” says the 24-year- 
old musician, who counts nursery 
thymes, Christmas songs and campfire 
‘melodies among his greatest musical 


The Donnas * Starlite Room * Wed, Apr 20 * reVUE The 
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prefab teenybop- 
music like a ho’ ato when it 
an look good hard and 

eing chicks probab 
ve kept them there for 10 years 
day-night set of hook-laden rock 
and disturbed me: one, 


ris yell so loud: and two, who the hell were all the thir- 
mething guys yelling along with them? (PD) 


influences. “It’s amazing how much 
energy they have. It’s inspiring.” 

To McCormick, his interest in child- 
hood is merely a reflection of a much 
larger trend in modern society. “We live 
in curious times, for sure,” he says. 
“There's a lot of ‘heavy’ stuff going on 
in the world, but getting all down 
about it isn’t going to help anything. | 
think as we reach adulthood we all get 
a little jaded. When we were kids, 
everything was so much easier. | think 
my music is for adults who are nostalgic 
for their childhood. It’s kind of strange, 
because | don’t think kids would really 
want to listen to my music.” 

The music of Collapsing Opposites 
is largely built around loops built live 
and on the fly, a process McCormick 
sees as more organic than traditional 
sampling. And while he does admit 
that having a few more bodies onstage 
would probably make the Opposites’ 
live show a little less frantic for him, 
McCormick sees a big upside to being 
a one-man-band. “The nice thing 
about being a one-man band is that 
the band is probably never going to 
break up,” McCormick laughs. “I guess 
I've always reveled in being an inde- 
pendent person.” 

When the topic of Michael Jackson 
is again broached (I observe that MJ 
apparently also preferred to work alone) 
McCormick laughs and explains that, 
while he doesn’t care to speculate about 
Jackson’s supposed guilt or innocence, 
he does have a theory regarding the 
King of Pop’s general weirdness. “I don’t 
know too much about his psychology,” 
McCormick says, “but | think maybe he 
just wishes he was still the little boy who 
was singing ‘A-B-C, 1-2-3.” 

Don’t we all, sir. (RM) 


Refilling the Tank 


Shark Tank Benefit * With 3day- 
binge, London Disturbance Force, 
Youth Unit, No Verdict, Fan the 
Fire, the Girls Club, Just Drive, the 
One and Only and Goldenboy ° 
Shark Tank ¢ Sat, Apr 30 (1pm, all 
ages) As Edmonton’s only permanent 
all-ages venue, the Shark Tank fills a very 
important niche in the scene. It may be 
a sparse, concrete bunker in a rugged 
part of town, but tons of local and tour- 
ing bands have shook those walls, and 
countless kids have literally bounced off 


them to the throbbing rhythms of punk 
rock. So when James and Tracy Kucz- 
marski returned to their business a cou- 
ple of days after a show earlier this 
month to discover the place had been 
robbed and the PA missing, things 
looked pretty dark. Although they had 
to cancel one gig, there were too many 
good shows on the horizon for them to 
throw in the towel—and, as they say, 
the show must go on. They've managed 
to get their hands on enough equip- 
ment to crank up the volume in the 
meantime, and with the help of a slew 
of willing talent, they're holding a pair 
of benefit shows (the Victory Lounge 
will be throwing in the door proceeds 
from their Saturday night show as well) 
to fix the problem for good. 

One of the acts helping them out is 
Winnipeg’s 3daybinge, who had just 
run into some trouble of their own 
when | caught up to them during a 
tour stop in Jasper. I’d just about given 
up on tracking the skatepunk trio down 
when singer/bassist RJ finally gave me a 
call to offer a justifiable excuse for his 
tardiness. “We went to a bar last night 
and drank a bunch of gallons of beer,” 
he mumbled. “Then | think | got too 
drunk and the cops showed up at this 
party and | started pissing them off. 
They drove me outta town and they left 
me on the highway. | have no idea how 
| made it back, but | made it. | was 
singing really loud to myself to let the 
bears know there was a guy walking.” 

RJ may have rotten luck when it 
comes to dealing with cops while 
under the influence, but the band is in 
better shape than half the people 
they've been playing to lately. “In Van- 
couver,” he says, “we basically gave 
our discs away because nobody in Van- 
couver has any money, man. We met 
[SNFU singer Mr. Chi Pig] and gave 
him a ride home and had to lend him 
two bucks for a pack of smokes.” (PD) 


CORRECTION: In last week’s issue of 
Vue, we erroneously stated that 
Run Chico Run’s Thursday, April 28 
show would be at Queen Alexan- 
dra Hall; in fact, Run Chico Run will 
be playing the Shark Tank, accom- 
panied by the Vertical Struts, the 
Doers, All Purpose Voltage Heroes 
and Mark Birtles Project. We apolo- 
gize for any inconvenience this 
error may have caused. 
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Check out the Likwid Lounge upstairs! 
open from 11 am daily - new Menu - lunchtime specials 


Thurs. April 28 


Deathwish inc/Good Fellow/Sonic Unyon Recording Artists 
Cursed 
Hydrahead Recording Artists 
Mare 
The Franklins —- LAST SHOW! 
Thursday May Sth 


The Chinball Wizard Presents: 


The Wet Secrets 
Junior Pantherz (Saskatoon) 
The Rockin’ Mexicans 


Sunday May 8th 
Secretly Canadian Recording Artists 
formerly songs-ohia 


Magnolia Electric Co. 
Sub Pop/Flemish Eye Recording Artist 


Chad VanGaalen 
Field and Stream 


Montay May 9th 


PunkCore Records Artists 


LOWER.CLASS 

tae 

Lower Class Brats 
BYO Recording Artists * 


Ome? 
elit 45 . 
Panik Atak & The Morellos ; 


sens Trasheteria 


Be there or be square 
> every Friday in the Suburtis 
-= Cheap drinks and new music 


Wed. May 11th MapleMusic/Universal Recording Artist Kinnie Starr 


Thurs. May 12th UK Punk Legends THE VIBRATORS w/ guests 
Thurs May 19 Whitey Houston WS. C'MON with The Mark STi 
Sun May 22 Black Mountain Blood Meridian Pink Mountaintops 
Thurs. May 26 The Fabulous BeeFeeders Souljah Fyah 


Thurs.June 2 Caribou (Formerly Dan Snaith's Manitoba) 
Junior Boys Russian Futurists 


Mon June 20 Sharon Jones & the Dap Kings w/ guests 
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ROLLIN ROCK OUT 


THURSDAY S222 9-10pm 


$2.75 after 
10pm 


HI-BALLS 
from 9-10pm 
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HEBD 


UY’ ticketmaster WINTON [/u, 
OWE 451-8000 CANADA 


ticketmaster.ca M0)2- CLUB 


Argyll and 99th St. 702-2582  unionhall.ca 


Fax your free listings 

to 426-2889 or 

e-mail to Glenys at 
listings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline Is Friday at 
3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Kim Fontaine and Michelle 
Boudreau 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open 
stage 

BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Sessions, Opal Road; 
9pm; $2 

BOGANI CAFE Marc Beaudin’s | 
Jazz Trio 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD | 
Looker (pop/rock) 

CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage hosted 
by Ron Taylor; 7:30-10pm 


CEILI'S Screech; 9pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta 
Crude; 6-10pm 

DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB | 
Chuck Brown 


DUSTER’S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch | 


FOUR ROOMS Blake Kinley | 


GRINDER Open stage hosted 
by Duane Sparks; 9-12pm | 


)J.’S PUB Knucklehead 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL | 
Open stage with The Poster | 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); | 
8:30pm-12:30am | 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Cursed, Mare, The Franklins; 

8pm (door) 

SEEDY’S Action, Panik Attak, 

The Intensives 


SHARK TANK Vertical Struts, 
The Doers, Mark Birtles Project, 
Run Chico Run, All Purpose 
Voltage Heroes; 7pm (door), 
7:30 (show); $7 (member) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Lovertine 
(CD release party), The Cape 
May; 8pm; $7 (door) 
URBAN LOUNGE Dexter 
Thorax; $5 


CLASSICAL 


STUDIO 27 Bianca Baciu 
(piano); 6:30pm; free 


DUS 


ARMOURY Vintage Thursdays: 
retro rock, dance and old 
school hip hop 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Animation Station: trip hop, 

drum ‘n’ bass with MC Deadly, 
Gundam, Dale Force | 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE | 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the DDK 
Soundsystern 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB | 
DJ Squiggles | 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Thursday Ladies Night: Top 40, 
R&B, retro with Urban 
Metropolis 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with D) S.W.A.G. 
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GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with D} Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI End of 
Exams Summer Kick-off Jam: 
with Dj Majess, MC Keith 
Dean, Invinceable , |pMoney, 
Shortround, Echo; no minors; 
9pm (door); $5 (before 11pm) 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance lessons 8- 
9:30pm 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Rub A Dub Thursdays: Reggae, 
ska, dub with Jebus and His 
Apostles | 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: electro/new wave 
with DJ] Miss Mannered and 
guests; no minors 


POWER PLANT Ship Night for 
resident students 


RED STAR Underground Hip 
Hop Night: with DJ Mumps, DJ 
Dusty Crates 


RENDEZVOUS Metal Night 
with DJ McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: | 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with Dj 

Jazzy second and last Thursday; 

$1 (member)/$4 (non-mem- 

ber) | 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 


AND LOUNGE Funkdafied 
Thursday: funk with DJ Leanne 
Fong 

SAVOY Funk and downtempo 
with Ben Jamin 


SEEDY’S Dj night 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40 
dance, R&B | 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end of 
exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, }-Money, Sean B 


VICTORY LOUNGE NRMLS 
WLCM Thursdays 

WUNDERBAR HOF- | 
BRAUHAUS D]s Wunderbar 


Hofbrauhaus: Punk with Robin 
Schroffel 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 

BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
Acoustic open stage; 7:30- 
10pm 

BLIND PIG Trainwreck 

BO'S BAR AND GRILL 
Slowburn (blues/rock); 8prn; 
no cover 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Looker (pop/rock) 


CEILI’S The Kick It Bros; 9pm — | 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC | 
SOCIETY Maria Dunn, Terry 
Morrison; 8pm; $15; tickets 
available at Myre’s Music, 

Acoustic Music 


DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
Chuck Brown, 


FOUR ROOMS Blake Kinley 


J.P. RANCH SALOON North 
Border Line (rock and roll) 
JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Anna Beaumont (jazz); 
7:30 pm, $5 

NEWCASTLE PUB The 
Haymakers (classic rock) 


PEPPERS Sin 


POWER PLANT Novo to 
Cocoa, The Hidden Gems, 
Dialektika, Emcee e, Young 


May, guests; no minors; $3 
(door); 7prn (door) 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
Aaron Pritchett 


RED'S Phoenix foundation, 


Anicca; no minors; 8pm (door); 


$4 


SEEDY’S Twin Fangs, The 
Notes from Underground 


SIDETRACK CAFE Souljah 
Fyah (with quest drummer 
Heavy D), Ibo with KinDread; 
8pm; $10 (door) 


SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE 
Great Escape 


STARLITE ROOM 8587 
Underground; all ages event; 
8pm 

UNION HALL Connor's Road; 
9pm (door) 

URBAN LOUNGE 100 Watt; 
$5 


VICTORY LOUNGE Vindictive 
Metal: Hosted by The 
Vindictive Bastard 


WHISTLE STOP 
Mary Thomas (blues/rock); 
8:30pm; no cover 


WOODCROFT HALL Uptown 
Folk Club open stage; 7pm 
(sign-up); free (member)/$5 
(non-member) 


YARDBIRD SUITE Kate 
Hammett-Vaughan; 8pm 
(door), 9pm (show); $12 
(member)/$16 (quest); tickets 
available at TicketMaster 


DUS 


ARMOURY Fishbone Fridays: 
Top 40 downstairs/retro 80 
upstairs 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Dance 
party with D) Alvaro 


CALIENTE Sth Anniversary 
Celebration: D) Majess and MC 
Keith Dean, D) Invinceable; no 
minors; 10pm (door); $10 
(cover) 


DECADANCE Ladies Night: 
Deep sexy funky beats with Dj 
Smoov and quests; no cover 


DEWEY’S LOUNGE 
Outrageous Fridays: Hip- 
hop/urban with Jsmilz 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
With Urban Metropolis 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with BD) Christian 


HALO Mod Club: ‘60s with D) 
Blue Jay, D) Trav VD; $5 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Your Weekly AA Meeting: with 
Anarchy Adam and Jebus 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Trasheteria: Dogbeat, yipsy- 
core, hairhop with Micropulse 
and Miss Mannered 


ONE ON WHYTE Retro, top 
40, R&B with D] Crownroyal 


POWER PLANT Crush On 
Top 40 with Dj Redpoint 


RATT Immediate Gratification 
Fridays: with DJ Kung Fu Grip 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European music 
with DJ] Outtawak 
Downstairs: D| Jazzy; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples D} 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Deep House 
with Friday resident D] Luke 
Morrison 


SAVOY Dj Busy B; no cover 


STANDARD All New 6107 
Fridays: Hosted by Harman B 
and D] Kwake, live to air 
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STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 
with D) Chad 


VICTORY LOUNGE Vindictive 
Metal Fridays: Hosted by The 
Vindictive Bastard and guests 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
ee 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
Terry Jorden (jazz piano); 7- 
10pm 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Acoustiholics 


BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
Judea San Pedro 
(singer/songwnriter); 7:30- 
10pm; $7 

BILLY BUDD’S LOUNGE 
Rubberband Live; 9pm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Ben 
Spencer and Paul Bellows; 4- 
6pm; no cover 


BLIND PIG The Shufflehound 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; 
no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Sillan and 
Young 


BO’S BAR AND GRILL 
Slowburn (blues/rock); 8pm; 
no cover 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Looker (pop/rock) 


DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
Chuck Brown 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
The Shufflehound with 
“Uptown” Freddy Brown 
(blues/roots); 4-7pm 


FOUR ROOMS Blake Kinley 


IRON BOAR PUB Peace Hill; 
8pm; no cover 


J.P. RANCH SALOON North 
Border Line (rock and roll) 


JEFFREYS CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Barefoot (rock); 7:30 pm, 
$10 


MEGATUNES Siflan and 
Young; all ages event; 3pm; 
free 


NAKED ON JASPER Boyle 
Street Irregulars, Agaperaygun 
Experiment, Steep, Becky Kop, 
Uncle Jimmy and the Ghetto 
Guests, The Swampflowers, 
Babe Lloyd, The Wheel of 
Meat; 8pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB The 
Haymakers (classic rock) 


PEPPERS Sin 


POWER PLANT The Omega 
Theory, Rake, Litterbug; no 
minors; 8pm (door); $8 (door) 


RED'S Disposable Hereos 
(Metalica tribute); 7pm 


RED STRAP ARTS MARKET 
Open stage; 2-4pm; free 
RENDEZVOUS The Fisthits, 
Fan the Fire, Of April, 
Degenerates 


SEEDY'S Che:Chapter 227, 
Greyhound Tragedy 


SHARK TANK 3 Day Binge, 
Fan the Fire, and more 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Uncas, 
The Grassroot Deviation, Slow 
Talking Walter; 8pm; $10 
(door) 


SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE 
Great Escape 


STARLITE ROOM Faunts, 
Storyboard, Por Nada, 
Hinterland; no minors; 8pm 
(door); $10 


URBAN LOUNGE 100 Watt; 
$5 


LIVE MUSIC IN EDMONTE 


WESTWOOD CHURCH 

Confluence (CD release Part 
Steve Boddington, Tracey 
Lindberg; 8pm; $10 (door) 


WHISTLE STOP Mary Thom, 
(blues/rock); 8:30pm; no 


YARDBIRD SUITE Dr. bon); 
Smith with Crash; 8pm (doo, 
9pm (show); $18 
(member)/$22 (quest); tickers 
available at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 
eee 


CONVOCATION HALL 2 
Konovalov (piano); 8pm; $2 
(adult/$15 (student/senior) 
tickets available at TIX on th 
Square 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
THEATRE Mohan Veena 
(indian slide guitar), Subhe:, 
Chatterjee (tabla); 7:30pm. 
315 (adult)/$10 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at TIX on the Squ. 


DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 0) 
Escapade Entertainment 


BOOTS Flashback Saturday 
fetro dance, house with Derr 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB D) 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Static: Hous: 
with Lo and Tomek 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Urban Metropolis 


| GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI Supreme 
Saturdays: Urban with Elit 
Sounds, Invinceable, Big Sur 
Shocka-Sean; 9pm; no min 
no cover (before 10pm/$ 
(after) 


HALO Those Who Know 
House with DJ |r. Brown, 
Winston Roberts, Remo; + 
cover 


IRON HORSE Urban dar 
party with Dj 420 


NEW CITY LIKWID Lounc 
Ass Shakin’ Funk with Coo! 
Curt and Breakfluid 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Punk/alt/pop/dance with 
Jay and Nikrofeelya 


ONE ON WHYTE Musi 
Masses: Retro, top 40, R 
| with DJ Crownroyal 


RED STAR Indie rock, ! 
rock, Brit pop with S M 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties, n< 
music with D) jazzy 
Downstairs: Retro mus! 
D] Dan and Mike; $4 (me 
ber)/$6 (non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Rum Jungle 
endary Saturdays: Hip Hop. 
Old School and R&B 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Unique hou 
beats with Saturday reside 
Tripswitch 

STANDARD Live to Air 9¢ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 4” 
with DJ Chad 


IN 
LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
ReClaim Sundays: Funky 19 
hosted by Rubim Meth, Lam 
Amdt and quests; no cover 


| 


9pm; 


CL 


56 
ASSICAL 


TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN 
BT incH St, David's Welsh 
Voice Choir; 3pm and 
opm; $15» tickets available 
TIX on the Square 


i oUTHMINSTER- 
{NHAUER UNITED 
cHURCH Keri Lynn Zoricker 


up), Keery 
olla), S15 faculty $10 
isenior/student) 


gals concert 


yt Three: 
Belinda Chiang, Quo 


winsPEAR CENTRE May 
‘Magnificat Music for Choir and 
lorgan: Richard Eaton Singers, 


emy Spurgean 
Vergan/rano); 8pm; $18 
adult)/$12 (student/senior); 
at the 


syndays all night and all 
request dance party with Dj 
Eddy Toonflash 


CALIENTE Urban Ladies 

Night: D) Majess, MC Keith 
Dean, Dj Invinceable; no 
minors; TOpm (door); no cover 
{before 11pm)/$8 (after 


lipm) 

THE GRINDER Soul Sundays 
with Of James 

MANHATTAN CLUB Industry 
Sundays: top 40, dance/R&B 


EW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
fust A Nut: with Remo and 


ONE ON WHYTE Sunday 
Hospitality House Party with DJ 
‘Crownroyal 


RUM JUNGLE Service Industry 
Night 


SAVOY French Pop mixed 
with Deja D} 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Somatic Sunday: progressive 
beats with Dj) Eightsix, D) 
Dfekt, guests 

VICTORY LOUNGE Self Help 
Sundays: punk rock, hip hop 
with D} Slipped Disc 
WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS A Whole Lot of | 
Shakin‘ Sundays: Rockabilly, 
psychobilly 


LIVE MUSIC 


HONEST MUR’S BAR AND 

GRILL Open stage/jam every 
Monday hosted by the Retro 
Rockets Band; 8pm-midnight 


L.B.’S PUB House band; 
9:30pm-lam; no cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open stage 
Mondays hosted by Ben 
Spencer, 9pm; no cover 


DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Dj 
Pennytentiary 

BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Ashley 
Love and DJ Alvaro 


DEWEY’S LOUNGE Margins 
of Sound Mondays: 
Instrumental hip hop/trip 
hop/downtempo/dub/reqgae 
with DJ Baggy and Pote 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays with DJ S.W.A.G. 


THE GRINDER Alternative 
Mondays with Indy Rock City 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Electro, Brit pop and more 
with Miss Mannered and Lance 


O'BYRNE’S Hip Mondays: 
Industry night with Dj} 
Finnegan, live music 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Manic 
Monday: Old skool R&B, hip 
hop with Harman B and D) 
Kwake 


VICTORY LOUNGE iPod 
Mondays: Be your own DJ, 
bring your iPod 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 
=a SS SS 


™ 
BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open stage with Mark Ammar 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) 
Open stage with Chris Wynters 
and quest 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


O'BYRNE’S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE Bullmoose, 
Axiomatik, Jets to Theory; 
8pm; $7 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City; 9pm, Salsa dance 
lessons 8pm; $5 (door) 


DUS 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva with D} Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae with Bomb 
Squad, Q.B, Chrome Nine, 
Southside Sound, special guest 
MC, open mic; 10pm; no 
minors; $5/no cover before 
midnight 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 


Gusts sido wah Of 


Leithal, Dj Liam Harvey Oswald 


} 


| 


Trivia with DJ Whit-Ford 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo: 
Hosted by King Flux Alpha and 
Dj Dildozer 


PEPPERS Request Night with 
the Wyld Stallionz 


THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with DJ Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 
SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Tapa Tuesday: 
popular house beats with D) 
Kevin Wong 

SEEDY’S Tuesday Nights with 
DJ Miss Mannered 


VICTORY LOUNGE Liberation 
Tuesdays: emo, screamo, 


Cool Curt 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN KITCHEN 
(0011-109 St, 424-6644 


ARMOURY 10310-85 Ave, 
702-1800 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 
St, 430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
103242-82 Ave, upstairs, 436- 
44g 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
1 2536-137 Ave, 457-5483 


BELLA BEANS COFFEE CAFE 
13236-1198 Ave, 454-2211 


SILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Piain Road, 484-7751 

BILLY BUDD'S LOUNGE 9839- 
63 Ave, 438-1148 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 
SUND PIG PUB AND GRILL 


32 St. Anne St, St. Albert, 418- 
5332 


SLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624.76 
Ave, 989-2861 


SOGANI CAFE 2023-1 
pris 4 2023-111 St, 


BOOTS 10242-1 
S014 05 St, 423- 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB 
117258 lasper Ave, 488-6636 
CALIENTE 10815 

a Hs Jasper Ave, 


CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE 1063482 Ave, 433- 


CASINO (VELLOWHEAD) 


12464-153 St, 463-9467 


(CEILI'S 10338-109 St, 426- 
5555 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462- 
6565 


CONVOCATION HALL U of A 
Campus, 420-1757 


COSMOPOLITAN MUSIC 
SOCIETY 8426 Gateway Blvd, 
708-6555 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481- 
8739 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power 
Plant, U of A Campus, 492- 
3101 


DRUID Avenue) 
11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 


DRUID (South) 2940 Calgary 
Trail, 465-6800 

DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
Chateau Edmonton Hotel, 7230 
Arayll Rd, 465-7931 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
ATA-SSS4 
~ ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
WEM, 489-1330 
FILTHY McNASTY’S 10511-82 
Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 
426-4767 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
ASB-ABAT 


LE GLOBE 14921 Stony Plain 
Rd, 489-1022 


GRINDER 10957-124 St, 453- 


1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 10338-81 
Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO. 


HONEST MUR'S BAR AND 
GRILL 8937-82 Ave, 463-6397 


IRON BOAR PUB 4911-51 St, 
Wetaskiwin, 780-352-9656 


IRON HORSE 810) Gateway 
Bivd, 438-1907 


J4.'S 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 


J AND R BAR 4003-106 St 
436-4403 


"$ CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


J.P. RANCH SALOON |asper 
Place Hotel, 15326 Stony Plain 
Rd, 489-1906 


LB.S PUB 111-23 Akins Dr, St 
Albert, 460-9100 
LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 
481-2786 
LONGRIDERS 11733-78 St, 
479-7488 
MANHATTAN CLUB 10345- 
105 St, 484-2211 

UNITED 
(CHURCH 10025-101 St 


NAKED ON JASPER 10354 
Jasper Ave, 421-8523 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 
Ave, 490-1999. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 4i}- 
4578 

O’BYRNE'S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544-82 
Ave, 437-7699 


'WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS Reggae, ska 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic; 8pm 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Bottleneck 


COWBOYS Theory of a 
Deadman, Tin Foil Phoenix, 
Driver; 7pm (Door); no 
minors; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters and 
friends; 9:30pm 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 

POWER PLANT 
underCOVERband (old/new 
rock/soul/reggae), Guy Smith 
and the Revtones (urban folk, 
pop, western roots); 7pm 
(door), 8pm (music); $5 
(adv)/$3 
(unwaged/student)/$6 (door) 


ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open stage 
hosted by Brian Gregg; 8pm 


SEEDY’S King Muskafa, 
Sheena 


SIDETRACK CAFE A Northen 
Chorus, The Fine Options, 
Woolly Mammoth; 8pm; $7 
(door) 


STARLITE ROOM Horrorpops, 
The Daggers, guests; all ages 
event; 6pm (door), 7pm 
(show); $15; tickets available 
at TicketMaster, Victory 
Lounge, Blackbyrd, Freecloud, 
Megatunes, Listen and FS 


CLASSICAL 
[SaaS 


CONVOCATION HALL Eileen 
Kim (piano); 8pm; free 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: Deep house/pro- 


gressive/breaks with Tripswitch 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, 
St. Albert Trail, 111 Ave, 451- 
8000 


IEW HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM THE- 
ATRE 12845-102 Ave, 420- 
1757 


RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 
7th Fl, Students’ Union 
Building, U of A Campus 


RA’ SALOON 
9261-34 Ave, 438-8878 


RED STAR 10534 Jasper Ave, 
428-0825 


REDS WEM Phase Il, 481- 
6420 

RED STRAP ARTS MARKET 
10305-97 St, 497-2211 
RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St 
444-1822 

RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 
9624-74 Ave, 435-8170 

THE ROOST 10345-104 St. 
426-3150 

ROSEBOWL 1011-117 St 
482-2589 

ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


RUM JUNGLE 2687, 8882-1 70 
St, 4886-9494 


ST. TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN 
CHURCH 8420-145 St, 420- 
1757 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE ie Ave, 
437-0231/710-1625 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438- 
0373 
SEEDY'S 10314-104 St, 421- 
0992 


| 


and guests 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch with D] Buster 
Friendly; no cover 
BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Punk 
tock, electroshock with DB} 
Eddy Toonflash 
FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix Tape 
Bar Star College Nite with DJ 
Rock ‘n' Rogers 
LEGENDS PUB Hip-Hop/R&B 
with DJ Spincycle 


LE GLOBE D) Moreno 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Gong Show: Glam, rock ‘n’ 


roll, metal with Skinny J 
| POWER PLANT Wildside 


Wednesdays: Heavy metal with 
Metal John. 


RED STAR Funk ‘n’ Soul: 
Funk, disco, soul with Junior 
Brown 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky with 
Dj Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SEEDY’S D} night 
SIDETRACK CAFE Revolving 

) Mystery with quest D) 
STANDARD Wednesday Gone 


Wild Feat with D) Nestor 
| Delano 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Blue 
Velvet: Urban electronica with 
Derelict and Soulus 


| VICTORY LOUNGE Retro rock 
with the Juggernaut 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS Hardcore Djs 


SHARK TANK 10249-97 St, 
231-9700 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SOUTHMINSTER-STEIN- 
HAUER UNITED CHURCH 
10740-19 Ave, 435-2028 


SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE 
B170-S0 St, 469-3399 


STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438- 
2582 


STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 
St, 451-8000 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 201, 
10368-82 Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420 044B 


STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building, 
U of A Campus, 492-0601 


TICKETMASTER 451-8000 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 3 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 420- 
1757 


UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 
702-0318 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 
439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 
St, 930-4222 


VICTORY LOUNGE 10030-102 
St (downstairs), 428-1099 


WESTWOOD CHURCH 
11135-65 Ave, 437-4786 


WHISTLE STOP 
12416-132 Ave, 451-5506 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 428-1414 


WOODCROFT HALL 13915- 
115 Ave (436-1554) 


WUNDERBAR HOF- 
BRAUHAUS 8120-101 St, 436- 
2286 


wD THE 
LESSONS START AF thet 
A MARCA eaVARA 


PANCING 
$1.75 BOTTLES OF 


DRINK SPECIALS ALUINIGHTS LONG 
| CEN 


"40544 82ave. ph:437 7699 


<= 


Mactectek 
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Fun-loving 
HorrorPops Say, 
“If it doesn’t make 
us laugh, we 
won't play it” 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


ile Canadian bands often 
Wee of touring Europe, with 
its open-minded audiences 

and shorter distances between gigs, 
the Old World isn’t all it’s cracked 
up to be. At least, that’s the word 
from Patricia, lead singer and 
upright-bass slapper for the rock 'n’ 
roll sextet HorrorPops, who left 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING APR 29. 2005 


2. Jack Johnson — ~ In Between Dreams (orushtre) 
3. Bloc Party - Silent Alarm (vice) 
py ae - Frances The Mute (universal) 
5. M.I.A. — Arular (x) 
6. Choke - Slow Fade or: How | leamed To 


con na & 


8. Queens Of The Stone Age — Lullabies To 

Paralyze (interscope) 
9. lan Tyson — Songs From The Gravel Road (stony plain) 
10. Roots Manuva - Awfully Deep (big dada) 
11. Kathleen Edwards - Back To Me (maple) 
12. Bright Eyes — I'm Wide Awake It’s Moming (saddle creek) 
13. Magnolia Electric Co - What Comes After The 

Blues (secretly canadian) 

14. Blue Rodeo — Are You Ready (warner) 
15. Martha Wainwright - Martha Wainwright (maple) 
16. Mark Birtles Project - urgency! urgency! 


emergency! (rectangle) 
17. Regina Spektor - Soviet Kitsch (sire) 
18. LCD Soundsystem - LCD Soundsystem (dfa) 
19. Damien Jurado - On My Way To 
Absence (secretly canadian) 
20. Millencolin - Kingwood (buming heart) 
21. Iron & Wine — Women King (sub pop) 
22. Louis XIV - The Best Little Secrets Are Kept (atlantic) 
23. The Kills — No Wow (rough trade) 
24. Bright Eyes — Digital Ash In A Digital Um (saddle creek) 
25. Arcade Fire — Funeral (merge) 
26. Antony & The Johnsons — | Am A Bird 
Now (Secretly canadian) 
27. Sandro Dominelli— Meet Me In The Ally (second story) 
28. Colin Linden - Southern Jumbo (true north) 
29. Kings Of Leon ~ Aha Shake Heartbreak (rca) 
30. Billy Cowsill — Live From The Crystal Ballroom (indelible) 


HEAVY TRASH -. 


HEAVY TRASH 


It hasn’t been that long since we heard from 
rock n’ roll genius John Spencer but he’s 
back with a new collaboration with pal Matt 
Verda-Ray and they've decided to call 
themselves Heavy Trash. This album is a 
serious ass kicker and for those of you who 
don't believe me open your ears and bend 
over... or just bend over. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


Ran pemarmep eevee 


Top of the Pops 


their native Denmark for the sun- 


- soaked beaches and infamous 


nightlife of Los Angeles more than a 
year ago because the scene at home 
was dragging them down. 

“Let me put it like this,” she says. 
“In Denmark, there's five million 
people and there are three rock 
venues. It’s the fucking Third World 
country of rock ’n’ rollers—there’s 
nothing there. I love Denmark, I 


eIROCK 


love Europe, but I must admit the 
weather here is much better too. I 
mean, come on—it snowed in 
Copenhagen 10 days ago and here I 
am now with shorts and no shoes.” 


And despite Europe’s reputat,, n 
as a wicked place to play, Pat;, Cis 
feels the rock scene is tiny compar 
to North America’s. “We don’t };,,. 
rock ‘n’ roll except in England,’ she 
says. “We don’t have rock 'p’ roll 
tadio stations; if you hear a car wi¢, 
its windows down, you can be 99 9 
per cent sure you'll hear techno, rgp 
or hip hop coming out of the st. re 
You won't hear rock ’n’ roll—at 3); » 
As proof, Patricia points to a rece), 
Motorhead gig in Copenhagen whe,, 
only 250 people showed up; com ipare ‘ 
that to a supposed small-market ci; 
like Edmonton, who fielded | | 
screaming Lemmy fans at Red’s | last 
week, “That's Motorhead, the king; 
of fucking rock,” Patricia snee, 
“They can’t muster more than 25,) 
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people in Denmark.” 

Still, if hard rock bands are losing 
ground to other genres, there's some- 
thing unifying about being the under- 
dog. And after more than SO years of 
rock splintering into countless narrow 
subgenres, bands like HorrorPops are 
picking up the shards and jamming 
them back together again. “I think it’s 
good that rock ‘n’ roll is suffering right 
now,” she says. “Hip hop and R&B 
have taken over the world. Rock ‘n’ 
roll has all of a sudden become a sub- 
culture, and J think it thrives on it. 
Now all of a sudden people realize 
that they can’t just have the privilege 

| of saying they play this and this sub- 
genre. There's so few of us; it’s gotta be 


SEE PAGE 55 
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Mexican standoff 


The Rockin’ 
Mexicans keep 
their true identities 
under their hats — 
er, sombreros 


By DAVID BERRY 


ailing that runs around the 

perimeter of the downtown park 
where we're talking. A guitar case 
rests at his feet, and he wears dirty 
jeans that were 
likely used for 
painting at some 
point in the recent 
past, and a black band T-shirt, most- 
ly obscured by the worn denim jack- 
et, adorned with no small number 
of band buttons. On his head sits a 
sombrero. 

Just below the sombrero, a pair 
of hornrimmed glasses and a large 
white bandana serve to obscure most 
of his face—save, of course, for a 
small hole, roughly in front of his 
mouth, from which a cigarette pro- 
trudes. He puffs on the cigarette, 
grasps it between his middle and 
ting fingers then pulls it away from 
his face, lifting his bandana to let 
the smoke escape. 

“This is how you smoke like a 
Nazi,” he says in his jaunty Man- 
chester accent. 

“Is that how the Nazis smoked?” 
asks his partner, also named Tom 
Jones, also speaking with an English 
twang and standing just to his right. 
This Tom is similarly dressed, 
although with much longer, more 
luxurious hair and smaller glasses. 
Nicer sombrero, too. 

“Most of them, I believe,” 


Te Jones leans against the metal 
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replies Jones the first. “I’ve neve, 
actually seen a Nazi, you see—on),, 
the Hollywood representation ,; 
them, really.” 

Together, the brothers Jones fo;;, 
the Rockin’ Mexicans, the harg. 
rockingest duo ever to come out o; 
Manchester, New England. And fo, 
anyone who's never seen the pai; 
you'd better prepare yourselves f,, 
what they bring to a live show : 
believe we bring ‘it,’” explains th. 
second, shaggier Tom Jones. 

“Oh yes, we bring ‘it,’” agrees | 
hornrimmed partner. 

“The proverbial ‘it,’ not th. 
metaphorical ‘it,’ 
adds Jones {| 
“Basically, we 
Sticking the prover-- 
bial ‘it’ to the metaphorical noun. 

And the way they do that, th: 
pair explains, is with their rock 
roll style. “Well, we don’t so much 
play our instruments as attack them 
teally,” Jones I says.” It’s more of a 
Phil Spector-ish wall of noise thar 
anything.” “ 

“T once heard a man say, ‘I don 
play the drums, I hit the druins 
adds Jones II. “I take inspiratio: 
from that man.” 

“Yes, man,” Jones I says to h 
partner, mockingly. “Man.” 

“T didn’t say, ‘I take inspiratio 
from that, man,’” Jones II points oui 
in his defence. “I said, ‘I take insp 
ration from that man.’ It’s the 
emphasis.” 

“Man.” 

“Man.” 

“Excuse me, I’m going to eat th: 
last of that, man,” says Jones I. 

“That's my man,” finishes Jone 

When they aren’t engage 
heated debates on spoken grammar, 


is 
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tend to borrow a lot 
es, which are 

‘ like whiskey,” 
# »5 I, after taking another 
drag on his cigarette. “We like ciga- 
pe rock 'n’ roll in general. 
2 ‘roll. We play both types 


And though they might wear 
their influences on their sleeve, the 
sombre , duo aren’t so sure 
that it’s strictly accurate to say they 
play covers. “Covers—yes, well, 
we've been known to pay homage to 
our masters, so if that’s what you call 
a cover, I guess, then, yes,” says 
Jones I, taking another long drag of 
his cigarette before flicking it to the 


ground. “It’s all originally covers, if 
you will, in the parlance of our time. 
We take the spirit, then, essentially, 
we steal from that spirit.” 

“Yes, essentially, we're thieves,” 
adds Jones II. 

“Yes, it’s rock 'n’ roll thievery,” 
says Jones I before breaking out into 
a haughty, throaty laugh. 

“Yes, quite, quite,” says Jones II 
before joining his partner in his 
peals of proud British laughter. 

It was that type of rock ’n’ roll 
thievery that got the duo in some 
trouble, and almost—undoubtedly 
much to the chagrin of the throngs 
of loyal Edmonton supporters—had 
them cancel their Edmonton gig. 

“Our ‘green cards,’ as they say in 
the parlance of our times,” says Jones 
I, adjusting his spectacles. “Yes, our 
green cards were revoked.” 


“It’s more of a puce, I’d say,” 
points out Jones II. 

“Puce? Well, it’s really a taupe. So, 
our taupe cards were revoked, and 
there's been issues, you might say.” 

Neither Jones is willing to say 
just what those issues actually were, 
but they were obviously serious 
enough to make the group point out 
that this might be your last chance 
to see the dynamic duo. 

“Well, probably not, but you 
should check it out, because it might 
be your last chance,” says Jones II. 

“Though, really, any show could 
be the last show for the Rockin’ Mex- 
icans,” adds Jones I, with a laugh. 
“Yes. Quite.” © 
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HorrorPops 


Continued from page 53 


just rock ‘n’ roll.” 


IN FACT, the HorrorPops originally 
came together as a trio in 1996 as a 
way for Patricia, guitarist Nekroman 
and drummer Neidermeir to explore 
new styles of music. At the time, 
Patricia was singing in an indie-rock 
band called Peanut Pump Gun, 

ekroman was (and is still) playing 
his coffin-shaped bass for psychobil- 
ly sensation Nekromantix, and Nei- 
dermeir was pounding the skins for a 
punk band called Strawberry Slaugh- 
terhouse. “We all come from very 
strict subcultural backgrounds,” she 


explains. “There are all these rules 
where if you play those types of 
music you can’t play something else, 
and we just wanted to do a band 
where we could play all types of 
music—the main rule was ‘We'll play 
whatever we want as long as it’s fun. 
If it’s not fun, if it doesn’t make us 
laugh, fuck it, we won’t play it.’” 
HorrorPops soon expanded their 
lineup to include a second guitarist 
and a couple of gory go-go dancers. 
Hell Yeah!, their 2004 full-length debut 
on Hellcat Records, owes as much to 
"80s pop as it does to the buzz and 
rumble of psychobilly, and its only 
uniting factors are Patricia's powerful 
voice and the band’s trademark grave- 
yard humour. “The whole thing about 
HorrorPops is we don’t feel that rock 


‘n’ roll should be so goddamned seri- 
ous,” she says. “That came with the 
90s and grunge. Before that, rock 'n’ 
roll was about having fun, partying. 
Then all of a sudden it’s all this ‘My 
mom hates me’ stuff, and that was 
just not for HorrorPops. 

“And I miss seeing sexy bands,” 
she continues. “I mean, come on—I 
like Radiohead, but goddammit, 
they're not pretty to look at. | miss 
bands like Guns ‘n’ Roses; they were 
pretty. Or Motley Crite were—under- 
lined—pretty. I miss that—the fun 
part, not the ordinary person, ordi- 
nary life, depressing part.” © 
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Wolfnote guitarist 
reflects on life as a 
decrepit 32-year-old 
amid the youthful 
punk scene 


By ROSS MOROZ 


generally thought of as particularly 

old. A 32-year-old baseball player, 
for example, is usually thought to be 
in his prime, and a 32-year-old doc- 
tor is practically a young pup. But in 
the local punk scene, with its all- 
ages shows packed with teenaged 
fanboys dropped off by their mini- 
van-driving soccer moms, 32 is prac- 


[: most areas of society, 32 is not 
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tically ancient. Still, Wolfnote gui- 
tarist Bryan Kulba isn’t letting his 
impending 32nd birthday (which, 
coincidentally, falls on the same date 
as the Wolfnote’s upcoming gig 
opening for Cursed) get him down 
too much. 

“If you look at the all-ages scene, 
the average age is probably hovering 
around 17 or 18,” admits Kulba, who 
is older than some of the members of 


eLROCK 


his own band by a good decade. “I 
identify with younger people more 
than I identify with people my age. I 
think kids are incredibly positive and 
optimistic, and I'd rather associate 
with people who have some energy. 
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When you go to a bar to see a band, 
you don’t see people getting very 
excited. But at an all-ages show, the 
kids just go crazy.” 

All-ages shows have been the 
Wolfnote’s bread and butter since 
they formed roughly four years ago. 
And while the band does play the 
odd “no minors” engagement, they 
far prefer the excitement and energy 
of the city’s thriving all-ages scene, 
an environment Kulba is somewhat 
of an expert on, having been 
involved the community for almost 
as long as the Wolfnote’s youngest 
fans have been alive. “The scene 
continues to surprise me, in its highs 
and its lows,” Kulba reports. “There’s 
a lot of kids going to shows and 
starting bands and that’s awesome, 
although sometimes I’m sort of dis- 


SLOAN 


magneta lane 
THURSDAY ene 10 ¢ STARLITE 


VUE 


WEEKLY 


appointed because there’s more to 
punk rock than fashion. There’s 
more to having a band than drink- 
ing and chicks.” 

Kulba emits a sardonic laugh. 
“That being said,” he continues, 
“you can’t allow yourself to deprive 
people of a positive experience. If 
someone comes into this scene with 
the wrong idea and they leave with a 
little more than they came in with, 
that’s a positive thing. I guess I hope 
that when people ‘grow out’ of this 
or whatever that they take some- 
thing out of it.” 

Most punk kids might “outgrow” 
the scene, but Kulba has managed to 
hold down a job, own his own 
home, start his own recording studio 
(in addition to being the Wolfnote's 
home studio, Kulba’s “Kobot Labs” 


has recorded albums by locals |jke 
totheteeth/tothehilt and Mark fi; 
tles Project) and generally be a six 
cessful grown-up while still rocking 
out harder than most kids. “In |; 
honesty,” he says, “being a little 
older and having a little money tq 
spend here and there, | think, makes 
it a lot easier. I can’t imagine being 
in this band when I was 21 or 22, 
because at that point in my life | was 
totally broke and all that stuff, but 
now that I’m a little older and wiser 
I can pull it off. I’ve sort of built my 
life around doing things I wanted ta 
do, and it works out just fine.” © 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


‘THIS WEEK: Lane Arndt discusses 
Kiss’s Destroyer 


n 1976, a kindergarten classmate 
introduced a five-year-old Lane Arndt 
to the music of Kiss. And according to 
‘Amdt, he was instantly hooked on the 
rock ‘n’ roll theatrics of the world’s 
most over-the-top band. 

Soon after that first listening ses- 
sion, Arndt got his own copy of 
Destroyer. And even though the music 
Arndt now makes as a solo artist and 
ith AA Sound System sounds nothing 
like the early metal of Kiss, he names 
Destroyer as the record which had the 
greatest impact on his decision to play 
land teach music for a living. 

Arndt recalls being absolutely 
obsessed by all things Kiss until he was 
0 years old; he remembers playing the 
cords on his parents’ console system 
or on his Battle of the Planets record play- 
er. "Asa five-year-old, | took them at a lit- 
eral level. A five-year-old is not going to 
pick up on the sexual innuendoes in the 
music. When | heard ‘Rocket Ride,’ | saw 
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Ace Frehley on a rocket in space. When 
the band played ‘Love Gun,’ | saw a gun 
shooting out love rays. | was transfixed.” 

Today, Arndt is a sonic experi- 
menter; his avant-garde solo work (you 
can check it out when he plays with 
On-Cord Ensemble at the Yardbird 
Suite on May 6) marries his love of 
electronic experimentation to acoustic 
instruments. He has worked with a 
myriad of local performers, from Old 
Reliable to Krista Hartman, and with AA 
Sound System, he’s reconnecting with 
the beauty of roots music. 

Arndt’s record collection is diverse to 
the point where he can talk about Pat 
Metheny noise-rock and free jazz with 
ease. Today, he no longer owns Destroy- 
er, but he won’t deny the indelible mark 
they left on his tastes. Even though | did- 
n't realize it at the time, Destroyer was a 
concept album. It was dark. When | had 
to choose which Kiss album | wanted to 
listen to, | knew that | had to prepare to 
listen to Destroyer. | had to ask myself, 
‘Am | prepared for the dark world | am 
going to have to enter?’” 

Arndt says the album’s first three 
songs, including the classic leadoff 
track “Detroit Rock City” and Gene 
Simmons’s epic “God of Thunder,” 
evoked images of heavy-metal dark- 
ness, only to have that mood dispelled 
by the uplifting fourth track, “Great 
Expectations.” The album moves from 
darkness to hopeful rock, finally moving 
to the arena-beckoning strains of 
“Flaming Youth” and “Shout It Out 
Loud.” Then the listener comes to 
“Beth,” still arguably the most famous 


power ballad of all time. “What can you 
say about ‘Beth’?” Arndt asks. “I think it 
set up the idea that if you are going to 
be a rock star, if you are going to go 
Out on the road, you are going to have 
trouble in your relationship.” 

What impressed Arndt is how Kiss’s 
chords were not as important as those 
catchy melodic hooks and the tonality 
of the songs. The importance Kiss 
placed on melody wasn’t lost on him: 


ticketmaster 451-8000 


“No matter how experimental or 
angular or esoteric,” he says, “I’ve 
always been fundamentally drawn 
back to the simple, melodic hook.” 
Arndt believes a lot of bands today 
could learn lessons from Kiss, who would 
record two albums a year. “Now, it takes 
some bands three or five years between 
albums,” he says. “If you're doing it full- 
time, it’s not that hard to write a song. 
And you only have to come up with 40 
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or 50 minutes of material.” 

Arndt was so dedicated to Kiss that 
his brother actually scratched out all the 
songs on the Ace Frehley solo record 
just to keep his sibling from playing it 
over and over. While that level of obses- 
sion is now a thing of the past, Arndt 
still looks back at his Kiss childhood with 
great fondness and passion. 

Oh, and he now gets all the sexual 
innuendoes, thank you very much. @ 
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CARIBOU 

THE MILK OF HUMAN KINDNESS 
(LEAF) 
[SSS 
Caribou is the new recording identity 
of Canada’s Dan Snaith, who released 
his previous two albums under the 
alias “Manitoba” until he found him- 
self locking horns with aging punk- 
rocker Handsome Dick Manitoba, who 
launched a bizarre copyright infringe- 
ment lawsuit against him. Rather than 
expend his energy on a costly court- 
room battle, Snaith decided simply to 
change his name and hope that fans 
would know enough to follow him 
from the “M” to the “C” rack at their 
local record store. The province of 
Manitoba, meanwhile, has declined to 
make their legal strategy public. 

The Milk of Human Kindness has a 
more introspective sound than Mani- 
toba’s last album, the euphoric Up in 
Flames, but that’s not to say the disc 
lacks energy or the songs are mean- 
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simply settling for extended, repetitive 
grooves. Snaith’s compositions don’t 
just surge and ebb, surge and ebb; 
instead, they turn unexpected corners 
and follow unusual emotional trajecto- 
ries, from the mellow California high- 
way groove of “Bees” to the frantic, 
ecstatic drumming of “Brahminy Kite” 
to the beautifully paced, sublimely 
trancelike “Barnowl.” Even short segue 
tracks like the 30-second “Hands First” 
or the 90-second “Drumheller” are sat- 
isfying, completely thought-out musi- 
cal ideas, not just throwaways. Dan 
Snaith may have lost his legal battle, 
but at least with The Milk of Human 
Kindness he's achieved a sweet artistic 
victory, #eve xe ~—Paut MatwycHuk 
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WE’RE NOT HAPPY 

‘TIL YOU’RE NOT HAPPY 
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=e 
Every now and then, an album comes 
along that reminds you just how 
good music can be, and this offering 
from third-wave ska-punk act Reel Big 
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Fish is one of them. It’s got both the 
songs—catchy and tight—and the 
performances—edgy and on fire. 
Granted, they're not reinventing the 
wheel here, but they do their thing 
with style: an energetic mix of punk- 
injected ska, with a generous dose of 
good old rock ‘n’ roll thrown in 
alongside a dash of Southern- 
flavoured horns. 

The list of highlights is long: the 
shout-it-out-loud chorus of “Drinkin’” 
(“If | go out drinkin’ then | can stop 
thinkin’/About how the world’s done 
me wrong”); the New Orleans street 
horns and slinky guitar riffs of “Bad 
Guy”; the ridiculously good reggae- 
tinged covers of Tracy Chapman's 
“Talkin’ ‘Bout a Revolution” and Social 
Distortion’s “Story of My Life.” And 
just in case you start drifting off before 
the end of the album, they've included 
what has to be one of the most 
bizarre, nightmarish bonus tracks ever. 
Watch out for that one, because it 
comes at you from out of nowhere. 
Other than that little surprise, every- 
thing here is a winner. ¥& D4 
EDEN MUNRO. 


D) FORMAT 

IF YOU CAN'T JOIN ‘EM... BEAT ‘EM 
(GENUINE) 
ST 
A mere two years after his much-her- 
alded debut, Music for the Mature B- 
Boy, Brighton-based DJ] Format has 
returned with a record that hasn’t 
received nearly as much hype or 
acclaim as its predecessor. And for 
good reason: it seems that Format has- 
n’t gone anywhere with his music. 
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. he Chet says 


top 10 sellers 


01. silent alarm bloc party 

02. funeral arcade fire 

03. arular mia. 

04. guero beck 

05. horses in the sky silver mt. zion 


That's not to say If You Can’t joj, 
‘Em ... Beat ‘Em is bad—it’s catchy ang 
certainly infinitely more listenable thar 
a lot of rap out there—but the onjy 
thing that’s changed is that Format 
now has a tendency to get overshaq. 
owed by his MC guests, Particularly 
Canadian MC Abdominal. Songs ike 
“Ugly Brothers” and “Participation pro- 
requisite” are nice little numbers, by 
their success has a lot more to do with 
Abdominal’s increasingly clever rhyme; 
than anything Format is doing on the 
turntables, which is a bit disturbi, 
considering Format’s reputation as , 
of the more inventive DJs to pop up in 
the last few years. Here he seems stuck 
in a very Jurassic 5-style vibe; it’s 
catchy, but not as smart as the musi 
on Mature. % #& ¥* —Davi Berry 


MARY GAUTHIER 
MERCY NOW 
(LOST HIGHWAY) 
a 
Mary Gauthier has seen some tough 
times—jail, drugs and a whole lot of 
hurt—all leading up to her writing her 
first song at 35 years old. Now on her 
fourth album, she’s still got something 
to say about hard living, and thal 
desire infects every song on Merc 
Now. She dredges up vivid scenes of 
desperation (“It’s a cheap hotel, the 
heat pipes hiss/The bathroom’s dow 
the hall and it smells like piss”) and 
awkward hope (“I leave town, break 
new ground, break down, leave town 
again”), inviting us into her world o! 
sin and redemption. 

Gauthier’s songs are well served by 
Gurf Morlix’s raw, intentionally unpo! 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 | 
www.listenrecords.nel 
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ished production. Morlix instead 
favours a sparse sonic quality that will 
be familiar to anyone familiar with his 
guitar playing on Lucinda Williams's 
Car Wheels on a Gravel Road. His 
stripped-down approach suits Gauthi- 
er’s half-spoken delivery just fine, keep- 
ing her southern accent at the 
forefront of the sound, with an impres- 
sive group of musicians providing 
emphasis for her poetic lyrics. 

Besides Morlix on guitar and bass, 
Ray Bonneville handles the harmonica, 
Patty Griffin adds her sweet vocals to a 
couple of songs and lan McLagan 
(Faces and the Rolling Stones) works 
the Hammond B3 on several tracks. 
The song is always number one and no 
one overplays here, making this a solid 
entry in the alt-country genre. * ry 
—EpEN Munro 


AIMEE MANN 

THE FORGOTTEN ARM 

‘SUPEREGO). 
> 
Aimee Mann’s latest CD is packaged 
like a pulp novel from the ’50s, com- 
plete with garish fonts, faux-vintage 
illustrations by Owen Smith and a 
booklet that lists the songs as “chap- 
ters” rather than tracks. As you may 
have guessed, we're deep in concept- 
album territory here; supposedly, the 
album tells the story of a boxer who 
comes back from Vietnam as a drug 
addict, and his wife, a former carnival 


eo as 
The Essential Jefferson Airplane 
(Legacy) 


Proves my theory that 
wa is deep in the ‘60s 


king gear from car parts 
hese fuckers did! 


haiku QUICK SPINSG 


worker, who eventually has no other 
choice but to leave him. 

Mann is really swinging for the 
fences on this one, but the disc is a 
big disappointment, largely because, 
for all her talent, Mann lacks a novel- 
ist’s instinctive feeling for character 
and action, and she especially lacks 
the unpretentious energy of a pulp 
writer. The songs on The Forgotten Arm 
are almost all draggy interior mono- 
logues that speak in the same voice no 
matter which character's point of view 
they're supposed to be expressing— 
and that voice hardly ever expresses a 
thought that sounds like it might have 
plausibly sprung from the brain of 
either a down-and-out boxer or his 
uneducated lover. (“Though the exit is 
crude, it saves me coming unglued for 
when you're not in the mood for the 
gloves and the canvas floor,” sings the 
carny girl on “That's How | Knew This 
Story Would Break My Heart”; “I’m 
sorry that | made you a witness to my 
moral decay,” replies the boxer on “I 
Was Thinking | Could Clean Up for 
Christmas.”) 

Mann’s limited voice, her tightly 
woven rhyme schemes and her small, 
bitter ironies just don’t ‘rise to the level 
of emotion that this material demands. 
You don’t get the feeling Mann is fully 
inhabiting these characters or this 
story; it’s more like she’s watching 
them through a pinhole. It’s not the 
arm this album forgot about; it’s the 


Barry Manilow 


heart Weve ¥ —Paue Manwycnuk 


UMBRELLAS 
UMBRELLAS 
(MILITIA GROUP) 


Se eee 
Have you ever noticed how sometimes it 
feels like you've heard a whole album 
before you even make it through the 
first couple of tracks, and that you can 
almost magically anticipate each note 
before it’s sung, each chord before it’s 
struck? Umbrellas’s self-titled debut 
album gave me such a curious case of 
deja entendu, leaving me to scratch my 
head as to why they sounded so familiar. 

Maybe it’s the fact that the lead 
singer's voice kept reminding me of 
the guy from Zuckerbaby. Or maybe 
it’s the overly dramatic reverb and 
dark, clunky piano that | couldn’t help 
associating with Coldplay. Whatever it 
is, the fact that Umbrellas sounds a lot 
like a lot of things winds up-being a 
mixed blessing, in that instead of con- 
sidering them as a band unto them- 
selves, | kept trying to place them in 
the context of other bands. 

While they’ve got an appealing 
happy-to-be-sad sound, everything on 
their disc starts to blend together into 
one giant unified song by the halfway 
point. The disc may be full of good, 
well-written pop songs, but they're 
best consumed in small doses rather 
than a potentially tedious start-to-finish 
listen. eve te —Iain lucH 
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Toujours le Méme Film... 
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Stylish and sexy 


Great soundtrack for a night out 


Or gettin’ nekkid 
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Comp discs often stink. 
This one is so crammed with good 
It makes my balls ache 
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Billion-cel overture 


The painstakingly 
created shorts in 
The Animation Show 
inspire laughter, 
tears and sheer awe 


= 
By DARREN ZENKO 


nimation anthologies are a main- 
Ae: of sidestream cinema, from 
B shorts reels through the old 
Spike and Mike’s Sick and Twisted 
shows to this year's The Anima- 
tion Show, presented by celmasters 
Mike Judge and Don Hertzfeldt, 
playing this weekend at Metro Cine- 
ma. The big draw—aside from the 
simple joy of watching a bunch of 
top-notch cartoons—is that they’re 
wicked Date Pictures; there's a little 
eamedy, a little drama, a little High 
Art... something for every taste, and 
lots to talk about over post-theatre 
coffee/beer/wine/whatever. There’s 
plenty of diversity in Judge and 
Hertzfeldt’s 2005 slate; here are some 
selections from the 10-film lineup. 
First off, what animation anthol- 
ogy would be complete without a 


Bill Plympton short? Answer: none; 
there’s actually a law that says he’s 
gotta be in there. Here, the master of 
mannered malleability is represented 
by Guard Dog, a five-minute look 
at the exceedingly lethal environ- 
ment of a public park, seen through 
the eyes of an overprotective pooch. 
Imaginative cartoony mayhem of 
the expected high calibre abounds. 
Jennifer Drummond, whose vivid 
rotoscoping (the process of basing 
animation on filmed footage, which 
made Ralph Bakshi’s doomed Lord of 
the Rings film so damn awesome) 
brought Richard Linklater’s Waking 
Life to, uh... life... does more docu- 
mentary animation with F.E.D.S., a 
brief but powerfully vivid look at the 
world of Food Education Demo Spe- 
cialists, those nice hairnetted folks 
who serve up samples at supermarket 
aisle-ends. Drummond’s world is a 
pulsating, throbbing place where 
background pattern and colour 
palette are as important as line and 
shape in conveying meaning. Funny, 
a little frightening and unforgettable. 
Amanda Forbis and Wendy Tilby’s 
acclaimed 1999 NFB short When 
The Day Breaks takes the rotoscop- 
ic process in a different direction. By 
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filming live actors and then convert- 
ing them via pencil, pen and water- 
colour wash into a variety of 
urban-dwelling barnyard animals, the 
Canadian duo have created a lush, 
living and irresistibly charming musi- 
cal thesis on the interconnectedness 
of city society. An all-time classic 
with impeccable taste and timing. 
Timing—the timing of comedy, of 
horror, of Jackie Chan-style action—is 


= {ANIMATION 


of the essence in Peter Cornwell’s 
Ward 13. When a hit-and-run victim 
wakes up in a nightmare hospital 
filled with ogrish orderlies, monstrous 
mutants, deadly dispensaries and 
sadistic surgeons (can you tell 1 grew 
up reading “Stan’s Soapbox”?), he 
must use every resource at his disposal 
to escape. Visual gags, moments of ter- 
ror and nonstop action combine with 
years-in-the-making traditional clay 
animation, with spectacular results. 


THIS BEING CENTURY 21 and all, 
nontraditional animation—the kind 
they do with those computers these 
days—makes a couple of appear- 
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ances. Rock Fish is a straightforward 
sci-fi action sequence featuring a 
brawny astro-fisherman and his flop- 
py sidekick out angling for subter- 
ranean trout along the lines (exactly 
along the lines) of Dune’s giant sand- 
worms; Fallen Art is a wordless lit- 
tle horror-story about a whole new 
medium for stop-motion animation. 
Of the two, Fallen Art is probably bet- 
ter, simply because it has ideas and 
goals beyond those of your average 
videogame cutscene or Hollywood 
CGI action scene, but both suffer 
from that all-too-common problem 
of computer animation: ugliness. 
Surfaces, skies, even individual hair 
follicles may be gorgeously rendered, 
but there’s something dank at the 
heart of this stuff that technological 
dazzle only makes more obvious. 

Compare these with Pan With 
Us, a heart-stopping stop-motion 
short incorporating Robert Frost's 
bleak study of a heartbroken wood- 
land god seeking a role in the mod- 
ern world and finding none. I don’t 
even want to tell you about it here 
for fear of lessening the impact; go 
see it and you'll never forget it. 

The grand finale of the show is 
Hertzfeldt’s own The Meaning of 


seseeeeeeseeas 
GLOBAL VISIONS 
FILM FESTIVAL 


Life, featuring 60 actors voicing 15, 
individual (and individually animat 
ed) characters, plus a psychedelic 
journey through outer space, all anj- 
mated by hand, via traditionaj 
methods, with all special effects pro- 
duced in camera. It took Hertzfeldt 
four years to come up with these 12 
minutes, and he almost destroyed 
his health and sanity in the process 
Was it worth it? Kind of. The pure 
laugh-out-loud entertainment value 
of his looser, more rambunctious 
work (“I’m bleeding from my anus!’ 
you had to be there) isn’t there, but 
the pure spectacle of the will-be- 
famous Crowd Scene, the charm and 
meticulous animation of Hertzfeldt’: 
posthuman races, and his tripped- 
out planetarium riff (if you can call a 
nail-biting, all-or-nothing, in-camera 
effects sequence a “riff”) go a long 
way towards making up forit.O 


THE ANIMATION SHOW 2005 
Curated by Mike Judge and Dor 
Hertzfeldt * Featuring work from Bil 
Plympton, Jennifer Drummond, Don 
Hertzfeldt, Wendy Tilby and Amando 
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Monthly 
Documentary 
Series 2005 
Presents... 


DISUUNCTIO 


THE MONETARY FALL OF ARGENTINA, AN EXAMPLE OF 
WHAT CAN HAPPEN IF CAPITALISM GOES UNCHECKED. 


ar METRO CINEMA * THURSDAY APRIL 28 ¢ 7PM 


WUEWEEKLY 


VUEWEEKLY APRIL 28-MAY 4, 2005 


© replaces 
el in new. 


gy EDEN MUNRO 


: State of the Union is a sort- 
of sequel to XXX, the slam-bam 
in Diesel action vehicle from 
2002. This time out, rapping actor Ice 
Cube takes the lead as the new XXX 
agent after Diesel stepped out of the 
project. Judging by this new film’s 
ridiculously blatant set-up for yet 
another sequel, it looks like the film- 
makers’ main goal is to turn the XXX 
series into a franchise starring a dif- 
ferent hotshot actor each time out. 
That line of reasoning haunts State of 
the Union, giving the proceedings an 
air of disposability that only increases 
as the film careens along. 

The film gets right down to busi- 
ness with an attack on the secret head- 
quarters of the National Security 
Agency. We know the perpetrators are 
some serious bad guys because they've 
got a truckload of space-age military 
technology to back up their violent 


"Grey BAP e est saw shane ves 


s 
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tendencies—the film’s body count 
reaches 20 after only a couple of min- 
utes, Luckily for us, Augustus Gibbons 
(Samuel L. Jackson) escapes the car- 
nage in a souped-up 1967 GTO (a 
holdover from the first film). Once 
he’s back in safety, all Gibbons has to 
do is recruit the new XXX agent and 
set him loose on the baddies. No prob- 
lem. A little jailbreak from a maxi- 
mum-security military prison and 
Cube’s Darius Stone is on board along- 
side nerdy NSA gadget man Toby Lee 


EIACTION 


Shavers (Michael Roof). Things move 
straight ahead from there as Stone 
uncovers a trail leading all the way up 
to Secretary of Defence George Deck- 
ert (Willem Dafoe). With both the FBI 
and Deckert’s military commandos on 
his tail, Stone takes to the streets and 
recruits his buddies from the hood to 
help him save the day. 

State of the Union starts off well in 
large part because it has a sense of 
humour about itself. The filmmakers 
seem to realize that they’re making a 
big, dumb action flick and rather than 
cover that fact up, they do everything 
they can to emphasize it. There are 
plenty of one-liners to be had, and 


Jackson, Dafoe and Peter Strauss (as 
President Sanford) all chew up the 
scenery and spit it out. Cube has a 
believable presence as the streetwise 
ex-Navy SEAL who's equally at home 
in battle or in the local chop shop. 
The soundtrack helps a lot too, espe- 
cially during the prison break, where 
the stunts are accompanied by a 
thunderous update of Mission: Impos- 
sibleffames Bond-style music. 


UNFORTUNATELY, that sense of fun 
falls by the wayside in the film’s sec- 
ond half as the one-liners give way to 
dialogue that ponderously spells out 
the lame conspiracy plot for the audi- 
ence, the soundtrack becomes more 
interested in plugging the next single 
by Velvet Revolver and the action gets 
more and more outlandish as the film- 
makers try to top each previous stunt. 
There's a ridiculous train sequence, for 
instance, that goes a long way towards 
proving that Hollywood’s newfound 


Local filmmakers 
devoted two years of 
their lives to creating 
The Greatest Love 
Story Ever Told 


Sy CAROLYN NIKODYM 


joy-gets-girl-back story has been 
told over and over ad nauseam by 
Hollywood filmmakers. Put together a 
manly male and a coy female celebri- 
ty, regardless of their acting ability, 
and the box office sings with activity. 
But still, the romantic comedy genre is 
one that many would agree is horrible. 
“The days of Annie Hall are gone,” 
laments 22-year-old Mike Robertson. 
To remedy this situation, the Univer- 
sity of Alberta film studies student 
has spent every moment of free time 
over the last two years working on a 
tongue-in-cheek version of the 
romantic comedy, immodestly titled 
The Greatest Love Story Ever 
Told. His writing and editing partner- 
‘n-crime is 20-year-old theatre stu- 
“ent Arlen Konopaki, who also plays 
the male lead, Rutiger. 
_ When the three of us met for the 
‘nterview, our primary-coloured retro 
jackets became the icebreaker. Sitting 
‘ogether, one in red, one in yellow, 
and one in blue, we looked like a 
Stade-school colour wheel. But our 
™ission was not to compare thrift 


T= boy-meets-girl, boy-loses-girl, 
b 


Hello, young lover's 


stores, but to discuss the problem 
with the romantic comedy. “They’re 
so predictable and clichéd,” Konopa- 
ki says. “They are so stale, and that’s 
why it’s so easy to spoof them.” 
When the pair started writing the 
script in the summer of 2003, they 
had just watched the movie Airplane!, 
and their goal became to create a 
movie that would be even funnier. 
They didn’t originally conceive the 
script as a spoof on romantic come- 
dies, but the genre did offer a basic 
story structure that allowed them to 
concentrate on the funny. Both of 
them are involved with the Edmon- 
ton improv scene and that back- 
ground informs much of the script’s 


E 


farcical, anything-for-a-laugh tone. 
By September 2003, the script was 
ready to shoot. After classes every day 
they would get together with the 
female lead, Tia Chambers, shoot a 
scene or two, and then edit the 
footage into the night. They were able 
to persuade Rapid Fire Theatre con- 
tacts like Chris Craddock and Kevin 
Gillese to do cameos, but their lack of 
money and street cred made it a chal- 
lenge to get people excited about the 
project. “No payments,” Konopaki 
says. “Nobody got jack-all. Basically, 
we just asked, begged and were as 
quick as we could with shooting so 
that we weren’t eating people’s time.” 


JUGGLING university classes, a film 
production and recording the sound- 
track under the band name the Cor- 
duroys, Robertson and Konopaki 
managed to finish most of the shoot- 
ing and post-production by August 
2004. While the resulting film is 
unmistakably a low-budget indie pro- 
duction, it is tightly edited and has 
plenty of sight gags and potty 
humour for the young at heart. 

“It’s funny to think that what we 
are going to be showing we wrote 
two years ago,” Konopaki says. “It’s 
weird. I was 18 and Mike was 20.” 

After a test screening in their 
hometown of Fort McMurray, 
Robertson and Konopaki revamped 
the film, removing more than an 
hour of footage, taking out some of 
the more offensive material and giv- 
ing the film more heart. “There was 
some violence towards children—or 
babies, more specifically—that we 
cut out,” says Konopaki. 

“Some people actually shouted 
out, they were so enraged by it,” 
Robertson recalls. 

In its Edmonton incarnation, 
however, the onscreen action is so 
tongue-in-cheek that it’s hard to 
imagine anybody taking any of it 
too seriously. ® 


THE GREATEST LOVE STORY 
EVER TOLD 

Written and directed by Mike Robertson 
and Arlen Konopaki ¢ Starring Arlen 
Konopaki and Tia Chambers * 

Opens Fri, Apr 29 
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ability to do just about anything with 
CGI is not always a good thing. 
There’s something to be said for devel- 
oping creative solutions to the physi- 
cal limitations of good old-fashioned 
special effects. 

State of the Union works when it’s 
moving at a breakneck pace and hav- 
ing fun with its limitations, but it’s not 
so good when things slow down and 
get serious. If the XXX films are going 
to succeed as an action franchise, they 


need to offer something that the 
James Bond films don’t—either by 
being more entertaining or supplying “ 
a meaningful plot. Sadly, the filmmak- 
ers behind State of the Union fail on 
both of these missions. © 


XXX: STATE OF THE UNION 
Directed by Lee Tamahori © Written by 
Simon Kinberg © Starring Ice Cube, 
Samuel L. Jackson, Willem Dafoe and 
Scott Speedman » Opens Fri, Apr 29 
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“A Fascinating 
And Revealing 
Portrait.” 


— Gene Shalit, Today 
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Diplomatic for the people 


Ho-hum The 
Interpreter was shot 
in the UN—will its 
heroine suffer the 
same fate? 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


ing The Interpreter have made a 

big point of letting us know that it 
was the first movie actually shot 
inside the United Nations. Besides the 
fact that this isn’t strictly true (see 
The Glass Wall), you also have to 
wonder how this became the film's 
key selling point—like we've all just 
been desperately waiting to see a 
movie shot in there. What about the 
fact that the film has its own made- 
up tyrannized and impoverished 
African country named Matobo, with 
its very own made-up language called 
Ku (sounds like coup), a language spo- 
ken by Nicole Kidman with a vague 
accent? What about the fact that star 
Sean Penn gets to wear bad suits and 
brood for us again in lonely, darkened 
rooms and peeler bars? What about 
the fact that the film has no fewer 
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than five big-name Hollywood writers 
(including the two credited with the 
story) hashing out this terribly com- 
plicated political thriller? And why 
didn’t they promote the fact that a 
key scene takes place in an actual 
New York City bus on a real street in 
the heart of the real Brooklyn, a loca- 
tion that easily possesses just as much 
potential for colour and political 
commentary as the UN? 

I’m only being partly sarcastic 


={THRILLER 


here. The fact is, it’s hard to pin down 
just what to praise and what to poke 
fun at in The Interpreter. Every other 
scene exudes a certain air of polished 
respectability, the actors do a sound 
job (Penn is curiously muted, his 
voice somnambulistic but his eyes 
sharpened and alive), and the film’s 
dizzying, well-edited setpieces create 
several moments of solid suspense. 
And yet, all these qualities fail to gen- 
erate much real excitement (though 
one particularly unnerving scene will 
probably upset some New Yorkers) 
and only temporarily disguise the fact 
that this overworked script-by-com- 
mittee is full of gaping holes and dis- 
tracting implausibilities. And the 
whole cake is glazed with another of 
James Newton Howard’s simultane- 
ously innocuous and overbearing 
scores, a glut of movie soundtrack 
clichés that we can’t escape even in 
the film’s more delicate scenes. 
Howard's is the epitome of the sort of 
movie music that feels all the big 
emotions so we don’t have to. 


DIRECTOR SYDNEY POLLACK (also a 
fine actor who contributes a cameo 
here), is basically a no-style filmmaker, 
but a dependable, workmanlike one 


who trusts in the tried-and-true 
devices of old-fashioned Hollywood 
dramas. What marks The Interprete; 
most distinctively is Pollack’s clea; 
belief in the material, and this is per 
haps what makes the whole fee! s 
bland. Kidman’s Sylvia is the UN inter- 
preter who overhears a plot to kill the 
visiting leader of Matobo; Penn's 
Tobin is the Secret Service agent trying 
to protect both the visiting dignitary 
and Sylvia, who, with her mysterious 
past as a former citizen of Matobo, is 
obviously involved in this thing more 
deeply than she’s willing to admit 
Unable to leave well enough alone, 
our writing squad has to concoct a 
number of coincidental parallels 
between Sylvia and Tobin that are way 
too textbook not to feel cynical abou 
from the get-go. (Cue the scene in 
which Tobin confesses to Sylvia why 
he too is vulnerable and frightened 
and lonely and you get the idea.) 
Ultimately, everything about The 
Interpreter is so deliberately post-9/1 | 
that it begins to feel more like a sem 
inar than a story: the allegories 
about grieving the dead, the ironie 
of faulty security measures and th: 
blind eye turned to troubled, tumu! 
tuous peoples suffering in ignored 
countries while powerful nations ar: 
busy having misadventures in othe! 
faraway places. It may all sound ver) 
political and incendiary, but it’s not 
No matter how hard it tries, 7 
Interpreter is still nothing more than 
a reasonably engaging thriller with 4 
dumb ending, its political backdro; 
amounting to nothing more than 
ominous window-dressing. © 


THE INTERPRETER 

Directed by Sydney Pollack * Written by 

Charles Randolph, Scott Frank and 
Steven Zaillian © Starring Nicole Kidman 

and Sean Penn ® Now playing 
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THIS WEEK'S 
| NLL WEW MOVIES 


¥) The Animation Show A collection of groundbreaking and award-winning 
short animated films from around the world, curated by Mike Judge and 

tk DorHertzfeld. Highlights include Bill Plympton’s Guard Dog, Peter Corn- 

ell’s Ward 13, Amanda Forbis and Wendy Tilby’s When the Day Breaks and Don 

Hertzfeld’s The Meaning of Life. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Sun, Apr 29-May 1 (7 

pnd Jpm) 


9 Disjunction Director Carlo Ghioni’s documentary about the efforts of aver- 
ha age Argentinean working-class citizens to rebuild and reinvent their country 
Siin the months following the catastrophic collapse of the national economy 
2001. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Thu, Apr 28 (7pm) 


Greatest Love Story Ever Told Arlen Konopaki (who also co-wrote and 
to-directed the film with Mike Robertson) and Tia Chambers star in this locally- 
oduced, gag-a-minute spoof of Hollywood romantic comedies. 


e Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy Martin Freeman, Mos Def, Zooey 
deschanel and Sam Rockwell star in director Garth Jennings’s big-screen version 
Douglas Adams's cult sci-fi spoof, about an ordinary Englishman who embarks 
a wild series of interstellar adventures after the Earth is destroyed in order to 
ake way for an intergalactic freeway. 


ouse of B David Duchovny (who also wrote and directed), Robin Williams, 

ton Yelchin, Erykah Badu and Téa Leoni star in this sentimental, most-unforget- 
ble-person-l-ever-met tale about an unhappy man reflecting back on his 

enage friendship with a mentally challenged janitor in 1970s New York City. 


a) A Shot in the Dark Peter Sellers, Elke Sommer, George Sanders and Her- 
Pr bert Lom star in The Pink Panther director Blake Edwards's 1964 farce in 

w8 which bumbling Inspector Clouseau makes it his misguided mission to prove 
beautiful woman is innocent of murder, despite overwhelming evidence to the 
ontrary. Provincial Museum Auditorium (102 Ave & 128 St); Mon, May 2 (8pm) 


X: State of the Union Ice Cube, Samuel L. Jackson, Willem Dafoe and 

ichael Roof star in Die Another Day director Lee Tamahori’s sequel to the 2002 
tion film XXX, in which a secret government agency springs a former Navy SEAL 
fom prison in order to put him to work as an elite anti-terrorist field agent. 


Vaal 1H af / toh 


Orlando Bloom has carved out a curious, 
rather queasy-making niche for himself as 
Hollywood's favourite infidel-fighting 
dreamboat: he battled Somalis in Black 
Hawk Down, slaughtered hundreds of 
orcs in the Lord of the Rings movies and 
now in Kingdom of Heaven, he’s a 
blacksmith-turned-knight who joins the 
Crusade against Saladin’s Muslim army in 
12th-century Jerusalem. Ridley Scott, the 
man behind Black Rain, Black Hawk Down 
and 1492; Conquest of Paradise, directs. 


The showtimes listed are for the date of this Issue, 


Thu, April 28 only. Please contact theatre for show- 
times. 


THE AVIATOR (PG, mature content, not recommended for 
young chikiren) Cinema Clty 12: 12:55 4:15 7:40 Movies 
12 12:50 4:15 7:45 

BEAUTY SHOP (144. coarse and sexual language) 
Cinema City 12: 2:15 4:45 7:25 9:45 Movies 12: 1:30 
4:30 7:30 9:45 

MAN OF THE HOUSE (144) Cinema City 12: 1:50 4:95 
7,05 9:25 Movies 12: 1:55 4:55 7:05 9:35 

BE COOL [14A, coarse language) Cinema City 12: 1:45 
4:25 7:00 9:35 Movies 12: 1:40 4:20 7:00 9:40 
BOOGEYMAN (14A, frightening scanes not recommended 
for young children) Cinema City 12: 1:55 4:55 7:35 9:55 
Movies 12: 1:45 4:40 7:35 10:05 

THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (PG, may frightan young 
children) Cinema City 12: 3:55 6:45 9:40 Movies 12: 3.30 
6:30 9:30 

ARE WE THERE YET? (PG) Cinema City 12: 2:05 4:30 
5:05 7:15 9:20 Movies 12: 2:05 4:50 7:25 9:35 

POOH'S HEFFALUMP MOVIE (G) Cinema City 12: 2:10 
Movies 12: 1:10 

HIDE AND SEEK (14A, frightening scenes) Cinema Clty 
12: 1:25 4/30 7:45 10:05 Movies 12: 2:10 5:00 7:40 10:00 
MEET THE FOCKERS (14A, crude content, sexual lan 
guage) Cinema City 12: 2:00 4:50 7:30 10:00 Movies 12: 
1:50 4:35 7:20 9:55 

FINDING NEVERLAND (G) Cinema Gity 12: 4:40 7:20 
Movies 12: 2:05 4:45 7:15 9:25 

RACING STRIPES (G) Cinema City 12: 1:30 4:05 6:55 
9:10 Movies 12: 2:00 4:40 7:10 9:20 

NATIONAL TREASURE (PG) Cinema City 12: 1:25 4:10 
7:10 9:50 Movies 12: 1:35 4:25 7:10 9:50 

SSPANGLISH (PG, coarsa language, mature themes) 
Cinema City 12: 1:40 9:40 


CITY CENTRE 
10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG, no 
passes) Daily 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:40 


X0OG: STATE OF THE UNION (144, no passes) Dally 1:30 
4:20 7:20 10:00 


HOUSE OF D (STC) Daily 1:10 4:10 6:45 9:10 
THE INTERPRETER (14A) Daily 12:40 3:50 7:10 10:10 


ALOT LIKE LOVE (PG, sexually suggestive scenes, not 
recommended for children) Daily 1:20 4:30 7:30 10:15 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184, gory violence, disturb: 
ing content) Fri-Tue Thu 1:40 4:40 7:40 10:20 Wed 1:40 
4:40 10:20 


DEAR FRANKIE (PG, coarse language) Daily 3:20 6:40 
FEVER PITCH (PG) Daily 12:50 9:20 
SAHARA (PG, violence) Daily 12:45 3:40 6:30 9:30 


SIN CITY (R, gory violence throughout) Fri-Wad 12:30 3:30 
6:50 9:50 Thu 4:00 6:50 9:50 


4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 
THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG, no 
passes) Fri-Sun 1:20 4:40 7:20 9:55 Mon-Thu 4:40 7:20 
9:55 
XXX: STATE OF THE UNION (144A, no passes) Fri-Sun 
1:40 4:00 7:10 9:30 Mon-Thu 4:00 7:10 9:36 
THE INTERPRETER (14A) Fri-Sun 12:50 3:40 6:50 9:40 
Mon-Thu 3:40 6:50 9:40 
ALOT LIKE LOVE (PG, sexually suggestive scenes, not 
recommended for children) Fri-Sun 2:20 4:50 7:30 10:00 
Mon-Thu 4:50 7:30 10:00 
KUNG FU HUSTLE (14A, violence throughout) subtitled 
Fri-Sun 2:30 5:10 7:40 10:00 Mon-Thu 5:10 7:40 10,00. 
MELINDA AND MELINDA (PG, mature theme, coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 9:00 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184, gory violence, disturb- 
ing content) Fri-Sun 1:00 3:10 6:20 7:50 10:10 Mon-Thu 
5:20 7:50 10:10 
SAHARA (PG, violence) Fri-Sun 1:10 3:50 6:40 9:20 Mon- 
Thu 3:50 6:40 9:20 
FEVER PITCH (PG) Daily 9:10 
SIN CITY (R. gory violence throughout) Fri-Sun 1:30 4:20 
7:00 9:50 Mon-Thu 4:20 7:00 9:50 
GUESS WHO (PG, coarse language) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:10 
6:30 Mon-Thu 4:10 6:30 
ROBOTS (G) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:30 6:45 Mon-Thu 4:30 6:45 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 

THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG, no 
passes) Fri 4:00 7:20 9:50 Sat-Sun 1:00 4:00 7:20 9:50 
Mon-Thu 7:20 9:50 
XXX: STATE OF THE UNION (144, no passes) Fri 3)30 
7:10 9:40 Sat-Sun 12:30 3:30 7:10 9:40 Mon-Thu 7:10 
9:40 
THE INTERPRETER (14A) Fri 3:00 7:00 10:00 Sat-Sun 
12:00 3:00 7:00 10:00 Mon-Thu 7:00 10:00 
ALOT LIKE LOVE (PG, sexually suggestive scenes, not 
recommended for children) Fri 3:40 7:40 10:15 Sat-Sun 
12:40 3:40 7:30 10:15 Mon-Thu 7:30 10:15 
KUNG FU HUSTLE (14A, violence throughout) Fri 4:10 
6:50 9:10 Sat-Sun 1:10 4:10 6:50 9:10 Mon-Thu 6:50 9:10 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (154, gory violence, disturb- 
ing content) Fri 4:30 7-40 10:20 Sat-Sun 1:30 4:30 7:40 
10:20 Mon-Thu 7:40 10:20 
FEVER PITCH (PG) Daily 9:00 
SAHARA (PG, violence) Fri 3:20 6:45 9:30 Sat-Sun 12:20 


3:20 6:45 9:30 Mon-Thu 6:45 9:30 


SIN CITY [R, gory violence throughout) Fri 3:10 7 


7:15 10:10 
Sat-Sun 12:10 3:10 7.15 10:10 Mon-Thu 7:15 10:10 


MISS CONGENIALITY 2: ARMED AND FABULOUS (PG 
Wiolenca) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 6:30 920 Sun 9:20 


ROBOTS (G) Fri 3:50 6:40 Sat-Sun 12:50 3:50 6:40 Mon 
Thu 640 


THE PACIFIER (PG) Fri 4:20 Sal 1:20 4:20 Sun 1.20 
WWE: BACKLASH (Classification not available) Sun 5:00 


(GARNER Smeal 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


KUNG FU HUSTLE (144, violence throughout, subtitied) 
Daily 7:00 9:00 Sat Sun 2:00 


ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW (14 


Sal 11:59 
GATEWAY 8 
2950 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) Fri 
Sat Sun 12:50 1:25 3:45 4:15 7:00 7.25 9:30 10:00 Mon 
Tue Wed Thu 7:00 7:25 9:30 10:00 

SAHARA (PG, violence) F Sun 12:40 1:15 3:35 4:05 
6:40 7:10 9:35 9:55 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:40 7:10 9:35 
MILLION DOLLAR BABY (PG, mature thern 
mended for young children) Fri Sat Sun 12 
9:40 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:45 9:40 

ICE PRINCESS (G) Fri Sat Sun 1:20 4:00 7:15 
Tue Wed Thu 7:15 9:25 

SIDEWAYS (184, sexual content) Fri Sat 12:45 
9:45 Sun 12:45 6:55 9:45 Mon Tue Wed Thu 
LEMONY SNICKET'S A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE 
EVENTS (PG) Fri Sat Sun 1:00 3:50 6:30 Mon Tue Wed Thu 
6:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert, 


30 3, 


ROBOTS (G) Sat Sun 14:45 1:35 5:30 Mon-Fri 1:35 


KUNG FU HUSTLE (144, violence, subtitled) Sat-Sun 3:30 
7:20 Mon-Fri 3:30 7:20 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184, gory violence, disturb 
ing content) Sat Sun 9:20 Mon-Fri 9:20 


ALOT LIKE LOVE (PG, sexually suggestive so 
recommended for children) Sat-Sun 11:10 1:10 3: 
7:35 9:35 Mon-Fri 1:10 3:25 7:35 9:35 


THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) Sat 
Sun 11:00 1:15 3:20 5: 25 7:30 9:35 Mon-Fri 1:15 3:20 
7:30 9:35 


LEDUC CINEMAS 
4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
THE UPSIDE OF ANGER (14A, mature content, coarse 
language) Dally 7:10 Sat Sun 3:10 


THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG, no 
passes) Daily 6:50 9:15 Sat Sun 1:10 3:20 


3OOG: STATE OF THE UNION (14A, no passes) Daily 7:00 
9:30 Sat Sun 1:00 3:40 


SAHARA (PG, violence) Daily 7:00 9:30 Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 


KUNG FU HUSTLE (144, violence, subtitled) Dally 9:20 Sat 
Sun 1:00 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre. 425-9212 
THE ANIMATION SHOW 2005 (144) Fri Sat Sun 7:00 9:00 
IN THE REALMS OF THE UNREAL (STC) Thu 9:00 
MY ARCHITECT (PG) Thu 7:00 


NEW WEST MALL 
8882-170 St, 444-1829 

CONSTANTINE (14A, horror, violence throughout) Fri-Sun 
1:35 4:16 7;00.9:30 Mon-Thu 4:15 7:00 9:30 
MAN OF THE HOUSE (14A) Fri-Sun 1:50 4:00 6:50 9:10 
Mon-Thu 4:00 6:50 9:10 
THE AVIATOR (PG, mature content, not recommended tor 
young children) Fri-Sun 1:30 4:50 8:40 Mon-Thu 4:50 8:40 
BE COOL (144, coarse language) Fri-Sun 1:20 4:05 6:40 
9:20 Mon-Thu 4:05 6:40 9:20 


BOOGEYMAN (14A, frightening scenes, nol recommended 
for young children) Fri-Sun 2:10 4:25 7:20 9:45 Mon-Thu 
4:25 7:20 9:45 


THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA (PG, may frighten young 
children) Dally 7:30 


ARE WE THERE YET? (PG) Fri-Sun 2:20 4:35 6:45 Mon: 
Thu 4:35 6:45 


MEET THE FOCKERS (14A, crude content, sexual lan 
guage) Daily 9:00 
RACING STRIPES (G) Fri-Sun 2:00 4:10 Mon-Thu 4:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE (PG) Fri-Sun 1:40 4:20 7:10 Mon: 
Thu 4:20 7:10 


IN GOOD COMPANY (PG, coarse language) Dally 9:40 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231-1937 Ay@, 732-2235 

THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG, no 
passes) Dally 12:50 1:50 3:40 4:40 7:00 7:50 9:30 10:20 
XXX: STATE OF THE UNION (14A. no passes) Dally 12:40 
1:40 3:00 4:10 5:20 6:50 8:00 9:10 10:30 
THE INTERPRETER (144) FrieMon Wed-Thu 12:30 1:30 
3:20 4:20 6:40 7:30.9:20 10:15 Tue12:30 3:20 4:20 6:40 
7-20 9:20 10°15 Star and Strollers: Tue 1:00 
ALOT LIKE LOVE (PG. sexually suggestive scenes, not 
recommended for children) Daily 1:20 4:00 7:20 9:65 
KUNG FU HUSTLE (14A, violence throughoul) subtitled 
Daily 2:20 5:10 7:45 10:00 


not 
0 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184 
ing content) Fri-Tus Thu 3:00 3:10 
10:10 Wed 1:00 3. 


SAHARA (PG. 
FEVER PITCH (PG 


SIN CITY (A, gory 
10:25 


GUESS WHO (F 


jolence throughout) Daity 2 


parse language) Daily 7:15 9:40 
MISS GONGENIALITY 2: ARMED AND FABULOUS (PG 
wolence) Daily 12:55 3 

ROBOTS (G) Fri 2:50 £:00 Sat-Thu 12:4 f 
HITCH (PG, sexual language) Fri-Wed 2:00 7:10 Th: 


9:30 


WORLD'S BEST COMMERCIALS FESTIVAL (14 


Sun 1:00 
THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (144. mature theme) Sat 
Sun 3:00 


THE GREATEST LOVE STORY EVER TOLD ( ( 


ntent, Coarse language throug! 


st) Da 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444- 


XOOG: STATE OF THE UNION (714A) 1 
4:00 4:30 6:45 7:15 7-45 9:3 


0 10:00 10:2¢ 


THE SUEHHIKER 'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) 1 
1:30 3:45 4:15 7-00 7:30 9:45 10:15 


10:25 Famous Babi 
ROBOTS (G) 1:50 


ALOT LIKE LOVE (PG 
recommen 


ded for young 


AMITYVILLE HORROR (18 
content) 2:00 4:45 7:35 10:10 


SAHARA (PG, violencs) 12:50 3: 
WWE : BACKLASH (STC, cia: 
pasgea) Sun 5:00 
FEVER PITCH (PG) 1:2 
SIN CITY (fi, gor 

10:05 

GUESS WHO (PG, coars 
4:05 6:40 9:25 Sun 6:40 
KUNG FU HUSTLE (1 
Tue Thu 4:40 7.25 10:2 


MISS CONGENIALITY 2: 
violence) 1:05 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON | 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 


0G STATE OF THE UNION 
1:20 2:00 3:00 4:00 4:45 5:30 7:00 7:30 8 
10:30 

THE INTERPRETER (1 4A) Fri-Mon Wex 
3:40 4:40 6:45 7:45 9:40 10:40 Tue 1:4¢ 
7:45 9:40 10:40 Star and Strole 

A LOT LIKE LOVE (PG, sexually suggestive sce 
recommended for children) Daily 1:50 4:30 7:10 9; 
KUNG FU HUSTLE /14A. vinle 
Daily 12:45 3:15 6:40 6:15 10:45 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (184. gory violence, disturt 
ing content) Dai 
SIN CITY IR 
10:45 
FEVER PITCH (PG) Dally 1:10 9:45 6:50 9:15 
THE UPSIDE OF ANGER (144, mature 
language) Daily 9:00 

MISS CONGENIALITY 2: ARMED AND FABULOUS (PG. 
violence) Daily 1:15 4:10 6:45 

GUESS WHO (PG, co. 
HOSTAGE (184, gory 
7:40 10:15 Sun 2:10 10.15 
ROBOTS (G) Daily 1:45 4:1 
MILLIONS (PG) Dally 12-5¢ 
HITCH (PG, sexval language) F 
Thu 1:00 10:10 

THE PACIFIER (PG) Daily 1:20 
WWE: BACKLASH (Classification not available) Sun 5:00 


fication not available, r 


25 Mon 4:0 


lolence 


throughout) Fri Sat Mon 
4:40 10:20 


MED AND FABULOUS (PG. 


@ throughout) subtitled 


20 6:30 9:10 


i-Wed 1:00:50 7:15 10:1 


XXX: STATE OF THE UNION (1 4A) Fri Sal 
7:15 9:50 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:15 9:50 
THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG) Fri 
Sat Sun 1:30 4:15 7:00 9:40 Mon Tue Wed Thu 7:00 9:40 
THE INTERPRETER (144, no passes) Fri Sat Sun 1:15 
4:00 6:50 9:30 Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:50 9:30 

SAHARA (PG, violence) Fri Sat Sun 1:00 3:45 6:45 9:20 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6:45 9:20 


£1). 780-352-3922 
THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (153A. gory violance, aisturl> 
ing content) Sat Sun 1:15 3:25 Daily 7-10 9:30 
}00G STATE OF THE UNION (14A no passes) Daily 7:00 
9:30 Sat/Sun 1:00 3:40, 
THE HITCHHIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY (PG, no 
passes) Dally 6:50 9:15 Sat Sun 1:10 3:20 
THE UPSIDE OF ANGER (144. mature content, coarse 
language) Dally 7:10 Sat Sun 3:10 
KUNG FU HUSTLE (14A violence, subtitled) Daily 9:20 Sat 
Sun 1:00 
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The Monroe docirine 


An Albertan boy 
becomes Marilyn 
Monroe’s lover in 
Ken Cameron’s My 
One and Only 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


ilyn Monroe must have read a 

really enticing Canadian travel 
brochure—or at least there must 
have been an executive at 20th-Cen- 
tury Fox who was really determined 
to see her photographed against all 
of Canada’s greatest natural won- 
ders. In 1952, she traveled to Niagara 
Falls to film the watery thriller Nia- 
gara for Henry Hathaway, and then 
just a year later she came to Banff 
with Robert Mitchum, Rory Calhoun 
and director Otto Preminger to make 
the Cinemascope Western River of No 
Return. Marilyn still wasn’t quite the 
iconic goddess. she would become 
just a few years later, but Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes and How to Marry a 
Millionaire had firmly established her 
“lusciously adorable childwoman” 


Gia we early in her career, Mar- 


persona in the public mind, and she 
was definitely the biggest thing to 
ever hit the sleepy Alberta resort 
town. The excitement that sur- 
rounded her visit was captured a few 
years ago in a cover story in Saturday 
Night full of vivid photographs of 
Marilyn posing against the moun- 
tain scenery, as well as various Banff 
residents’ even vivider recollections 
of their chance encounters with her. 
Playwright Ken Cameron read 
that article with particular interest. 
You see, his screenplay adaptation of 
Paul Quarrington’s novel Civilization 
(about a stuntman’s relationship 
with a D.W. Griffith-like film direc- 
tor) had failed to attract investors, 
but he still had Hollywood on the 
brain. “I'd just liked working on Civ- 
ilization so much,” Cameron says. “It 
was a non-linear story about Holly- 
wood, and J thought I should take 
some of these ideas and put them 
into a theatrical context. And when I 
saw the Marilyn stuff, I said, ‘Ah! 
Here’s a story that’s ideally suited to 
being told in a non-linear fashion—a 
story about a fascination that haunts 
you through time.’ It was the perfect 
vehicle for a notion I already had.” 
And so hatched the premise for 


You'll remember April 


April Banigan, the Edmonton 

actress who plays Marilyn Mon- 
roe—actress, sex symbol, alcoholic 
and reluctant Alberta tourist—in My 
One and Only. But it’s hard to imag- 
ine another actress in town who'd be 
more perfect for the role. She’s got 
Monroe's curvy sex appeal (her Mon- 
roe-like pose, lying naked on a sea of 
rubber ducks, on the poster for a play 
called Roommates 2.0 at the 2001 
Fringe made that show a hit nearly 
single-handedly); and while she’s defi- 
nitely no dumb blonde, she’s got 
some of the same approachable 
charm that made Monroe such a fan- 
tasy figure to moviegoers. | suspect 


a scary to play an icon!” says 


everyone in Edmonton theatre is a lit- 
tle bit in love with April Banigan. As a 
matter of fact, when Banigan 
appeared in my Fringe play last sum- 
mer, | deliberately wrote in a moment 
where she had to give me a peck on 
the cheek just so | could look forward 
to getting a kiss from April Banigan at 
every performance. 

Banigan, meanwhile, was always 
a little bit in love with Marilyn. “As a 
teenager, | just had a huge fixation on 
Marilyn Monroe,” she says. “I didn’t 
even watch a lot of her movies, but | 
had all these pictures of her on my 
wall and | kind of grabbed onto her 
image and played sort of a punk-rock 
version of her—you know, there | was 


Cameron’s bittersweet play My One 
and Only, which receives its 
Edmonton premiere this Friday at 
Workshop West. 


CAMERON HAD BEEN especially 
inspired by an anecdote in the Satur- 
day Night piece about Marilyn walk- 
ing down a mountain road, alone, 
and meeting three boys riding their 
bikes. “Supposedly Marilyn said, 
‘Hey! Hey, you kids! Can I ride your 


THEATRE 


bike?’” Cameron laughs. “‘Sure,’ they 
said. ‘Sure, Marilyn Monroe—you 
can ride our bike!’” In My One and 
Only, that incident is transformed 
into an encounter between Marilyn 
and one boy, 15-year-old Scout, who 
soon becomes the unhappy actress’ 
confidant, her liquor supplier... and 
eventually her lover. 

“) really tried to look at the ques- 
tion of what happens to you if your 
first girlfriend is Marilyn Monroe,” 
Cameron says. And the answers he 
comes up with are complicated. 
There’s a tricky moral dynamic going 
on in the play—as skillfully as Mari- 


in those dresses and bleached-blonde 
hair, but with pink streaks and com- 
bat boots. So | feel quite honoured to 
play her. It’s scary, though, because 
everyone has an expectation as to 
what she should be like. But of 
course, for most of the play, I’m not 
playing Marilyn Monroe; I'm playing 
‘Norma Jean.’ And | have to create all 
the Norma Jean stuff myself, because 
that’s the side of her that the public 
didn’t get to see.” 

And Banigan says the difference 
between the onscreen and the off- 
screen Marilyn couldn’t have been 
more profound. “It was like night and 
day,” she says. “Norma Jean was like 
an innocent little girl who didn’t 


wueweeKiy Z> 


lyn often manipulates Scout into 
doing her favours and as damaging as 
their relationship is to Scout’s attitude 
toward sex, you don’t get the feeling 
that she’s just cynically taking advan- 
tage of him. And despite the differ- 
ence in the two characters’ ages, the 
power issues aren’t the same as they 
would be in, for instance, a play about 
Robert Mitchum seducing a teenaged 
girl by the shores of Lake Louise. 

“If it’s a sexual relationship 
between an older male and a 
teenaged girl,” Cameron says, “we 
feel in our hearts that the girl doesn’t 
want it—or if she does, she’s been 
misled. But if it’s a younger man and 
an older woman... well, what man 
doesn’t want to be introduced to the 
glories of sex at an early age? Every- 
thing shifts. It’s a completely differ- 
ent moral framework, and I find that 
fascinating. You know, there was a 
case in the papers not long ago 
where a female teacher was having 
sex With a teenaged student. Take a 
poll, and I bet you nine out of 10 
people, men and women, would feel 
the boy got the better end of the 
deal! But what the play looks toward 
is that it does do damage, even if we 
don’t think of it that way. We think, 


exude the sexuality that Marilyn did at 
all—people wouldn't even recognize 
her when she walked down the street, 
Marilyn had a different walk, a differ- 
ent voice, a different way of carrying 
herself. And she learned how to work 
it—she knew what sold, and she knew 
what people expected of her. When- 
ever she tried to do serious roles, the 
public made it very clear that wasn’t 
what they wanted from her.” 

The play's big setpiece is a nude 
scene between Banigan and Chris 
Fassbender set at the Banff Hot 
Springs, but Banigan says it uses her 
sexuality in a much more challenging 
and complicated way than Marilyn 
ever got to use hers, “When Marilyn 


‘Wow, lucky kid,’ but the play says 
‘Lucky, my ass!’” 

That's why Cameron argues thai 
My One and Only isn’t really a play 
about Marilyn Monroe, but a play 
about Scout. “Marilyn is just the sur- 
face of the play,” he says. “Scout 
the engine. Half the play dceesn' 
even take place in 1953; th 
takes place 10 years later, anc that 
part of the play focusses on regret 
and loss and the desperate wish to 
change the past... It’s a hard part fox 
Chris Fassbender [who plays Scout! 
He never leaves the stage, and he 
got to react to everything going on 
around him on three different levels 
as a 15-year-old, a 25-year-old, and 
sometimes even an eight-year-old. {n 
one scene he’s three ages at once!” 

Man, Robert Mitchum had it 
easy—all he had to do in Riv 
No Return was wrestle around in 
the bushes a little with Marilyn 
Monroe. @ 


MY ONE AND ONLY 

Directed by Ron Jenkins * Written by 
Ken Cameron ® Starring Cvs 
Fassbender, April Banigan, Glenn Nelson 
and Annette Loiselle ¢ Arts Barns * April 
29-May 8 © 477-5955 


a 
takes her clothes off, it's a heartfe!\, 
vulnerable, beautiful, uncomfortable 
scene,” she says. “It’s really abou 
Scout's first sexual experience, 2nd! 
think it captures all that awkwardness 
and nervousness beautifully... !'! ‘! 
you, though, | felt more fear leadin9 
up to rehearsals than when she state? 
working on it. And oddly enough, 
much harder to take your clothes of" 
a rehearsal hall than it is in a theatre '" 
front of 500 people. But you know |" 
a mom. I have two sons. I've nu" 
two babies. And in a way, this is ¥°" 
empowering!” She raises her fis‘ \" 


mock-revolutionary triumph. ‘! 7 
doing this for nursing moms eve’ 
where!” —Paut Matwy 
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ost people think that being a 
painter is romantic. They prob- 
ably picture some sentimental 
nul, lost to the world perched in his 
jrret or dreaming up better worlds 
netween drinking coffee in local 
., (és, But for most artists, visual art is 
profoundly solitary activity, requir- 
:g endless hours spent entirely 
Jone. Often, profound doubts set in. 
je begin to wonder about our role 
in society, whether we have any tal- 
‘nt, what our purpose in life is. The 
nswers that emerge from the blank 
anvas are sometimes disturbingly 
leak. As a result, visual artists often 
»ok with awe upon dancers, actors 
ind musicians and envy their ability 
work with others, to share ideas, 
io solve problems, to encourage each 
pther. Most visual artists can only 
dream of such companionship. 
Most, that is, except for an inno- 
yative few like Tim Rechner and 
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Tony Baker, who have decided to 
work on drawings together. Perhaps 
it has something to do with the fact 
that both painters have extensive 
experience as musicians and playing 
in bands; to them, collaborating on 
a work of art seems like the most 
natural thing in the world. The 
result of their work, both individual 
and collaborative, is currently fea- 
tured in a large show entitled Theo’s 


_ Saloon at the Urban Roots Hair 


Salon and Gallery. 


VISUAL ARTS 


For Rechner, the whole idea of 
working on art with others started 
when he was still a student. “When I 
went to Red Deer College I had a tight 
group of talented friends and we start- 
ed collaborating,” he says. “It was a 
social activity; we sat around and 
drew, wrote stories and poems togeth- 
er.” Rechner found working with 
other artists so stimulating, in fact, 
that he continued to do so long after 
graduating. “Even now,” he says, “I 
am sending drawings back and forth 
between Edmonton and Halifax.” 

But when Rechner first saw 
Baker’s work at the Edmonton Art 
Gallery several years ago, he didn’t 
even consider collaborating with 


A 


him; all he could think of at the time 
was how impressed he was. “I saw 
Tony’s work in 2001—he had a show 
in the Kitchen Gallery,” Rechner 
recalls. “I was blown away. I didn’t 
tun into a lot of contemporary 
younger artists who were doing 
things that I wish I were doing.” He 
promptly introduced himself to 
Baker and started following his 
shows. Baker began attending Rechn- 
ers shows regularly as well, and the 
two artists became fast friends. Then, 
when an apartment became available 
in ArtsHab, where Rechner was liv- 
ing, he suggested that Baker move in; 
and as they were painting right next 
door to each other, they began to 
work on some drawings together. 


BEFORE THE TWO ARTISTS began 
exchanging drawings (the drawings 
went back and forth over several ses- 
sions), they set an important ground 
rule ensuring no feelings would get 
hurt. “That's the key element I make 
clear before I start a process like this,” 
Rechner explains. “To work with the 
absolute artistic freedom that I think 
is necessary, there can’t be any restric- 
tions; it has to be the freedom to 
make whatever aesthetic decisions 
you have to make.” For some of his 
previous collaborations, Rechner 
even wrote out a contract signed by 


PN he atom es 


Calzone/Palzone by Tih Rechner and Tony Baker 


both parties: “I have complete free- 
dom to draw over any element of this 
drawing,” it read. “Under no circum- 
stances will any feelings get hurt.” 
(But with Baker he didn’t need to go 
that far. “We are both really laid-back 
people and we respect each other,” 
Rechner explains.) 

Their collaborations turned into 
something akin to a jam session 
among jazz musicians. Each artist car- 
ries his own melody, a melody of 
lines and colours that intertwine with 
each other. You can still easily recog- 
nize Rechner’s loose, intuitive strokes 
amidst Baker's more controlled, more 
figurative, but equally bold slashes of 
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line. But the result of their joint work 
is greater than the sum of its parts. 
There's something groundbreaking in 
a visual artwork that puts aside indi- 
vidual egos. Perhaps it’s not just 
musicians who can work together 
after all. “I like the idea of working 
with like-minded people, learning 
from other people” says Rechner 
“Tony is someone I really respect. He 
is one of my heroes. He’s a contem- 
porary hero, one who happens to be 
a friend of mine.” © 


THEO’S SALOON 
By Tim Rechner and Tony Baker © Urban 
Roots * 10143-82 Ave © To June 14 
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A ghostwriter battles 
for the soul of a 
fictional girl detective 
in less-than-edgy 
Becoming Sharp 


By COLLEEN ADDISON 


emember Nancy Drew and all 
those other girl detectives? The 


jponytailed ponderers, brave like 
Miss Marple without the bicycle, 
smart like Sherlock Holmes without 
cocaine.... Actually, no, I don’t 
remember them much either. 

But that’s our fault, see, ‘cause 
with Becoming Sharp, Edmonton 
theatre staple David Belke takes a 
stab (aren’t puns great?) at the shad- 
owy ‘50s world of ghostwritten girls’ 
detective stories. 

Coralie Cairns is 

Eleanor Innes, a 

hack writer with 

little talent but more than enough 
pretensions to make up for it. She 
writes the “Sally Keene” mystery 
series under the Carolyn Keene- 
esque pseudonym Sylvia Sharp, 
strutting her way across the stage in 
a series of flamboyant outfits and 
waving an unlit cigarette holder for 
dramatic effect. But when Eleanor, 
after 12 years of Sally Keene, feels 
her talents drifting away into a mys- 
tical mist (to quote one of her Keene 
books), she co-opts a young up-and- 
comer named Judy Parker (Vanessa 
Holmes) into penning Sally’s latest 
adventure for her. Judy is excited as 
heck, her flip ‘do bouncing away as 
she types, cheeks blooming with 


I can safe’ 


Having walked through the valley of ghosts myself, 


silently up behind Parker at her desk. 
She is the Gen-Xer, relegated to the 
even gruntier work, and she isn’t ter- 
tibly thrilled about it. Sadly, Starr is 
the weak link in this trio of actress- 
es—but in her defence, she’s not 
really given much to do until the 
last scene, spending the rest of the 
play trying to look sinister while 
dusting and making inquiries as to 
laundry or lunch. 


IT’S A FLAW IN THE PLAY that its 


many references to Ms. Drew and her 
crew of amateur sleuths remain 
unexplained. You have to be fairly 
conversant with the Carolyn Keene 
style and characters to get a lot of the 
jokes. The nondescript boyfriend? 
The ever-present tomboy sidekick? 
It’s been a while since I peered 
through my magnifying glass (you 
can burn ants with those things, you 
know!); the details 
of Nan and the 
gang are a bit 
fuzzy in my mem- 
ory and the play doesn’t help. 

A more serious problem, though, 
is with the books themselves, which 
aren’t nearly distinctive enough to 
warrant parodying. The endless 
“Sally creeps down a moonlit lane” 
voiceovers don’t sound too different 
from what you’d find in any other 
hack teen mystery, and you end up 
wondering why anyone would care 
who the original author is. 

But this, of course, is the central 
issue of Becoming Sharp. Who is 
Sylvia Sharp? Is it Eleanor, in whose 
hands Sally first learned Keene- 
ness? Or Judy, whose Sally stories 
are even sharper than Eleanor’s, 
brimming as they are with spies 


ly state that nobody cares 


who ghostwriters are except ghostwriters 


way too much blush. Wait, though; 
there’s a catch—Judy has to devote 
herself solely to the Sally franchise, 
but her attention keeps wandering 
to Crimes of Humanity, the Great 
American Novel she is nearly fin- 
ished writing. Ambitions, the curse 
of all SOs women. 

Okay, this premise doesn’t sound 
like much, and the first act does drag 
a bit. Things pick up, though, in the 
second act, as Eleanor schemes to 
dispel Judy’s dreams and make her 
into the perfect employee. And as 
the twentysomething talent who is 
tricked into grunt work (very apt in 
Alberta’s baby-boomer-obsessed mar- 
ket), Holmes is good, if a wee bit too 
excited. (I can’t imagine, even in 
those sweet, sugary ’50s, that any 
writer would enthuse over writing 
Nancy Drew novels—especially not 
someone like Judy, who cites Ken 
Kesey and William S. Burroughs as 
her literary idols.) 

Rounding out the cast is Rebecca 
Starr as Penelope, the pathetic 


and sneakiness? Or is it Penelope, 
who sits up nights, secretly tap-tap- 
ping away and putting the edge 
back into her employer's increas- 
ingly blah plotlines? Having walked 
through the valley of ghosts 
myself, I can safely state that 
nobody cares who ghostwriters are 
except ghostwriters. Still, it’s too 
bad that Belke doesn’t see fit to 
take the idea a bit further. For 
example, if Penelope’s changes 
make her a Sylvia Sharp, why don’t 
the editors’ changes make them all 
Sharps, too? 

But never mind. Becoming Sharp 
is fun, even if it could do with more 
of a punch. And I’m now hoping for 
more parodies of kid-lit. Trixie 
Belden? Beverly Cleary? Sweet Valley 
High? Piers Anthony? The possibili- 
ties abound. © 


BECOMING SHARP 


Directed by Kim McCaw ® Written by | 


David Belke * Starring Coralie Cairns, 
Vanessa Holmes and Rebecca Starr * 
Varscona Theatre * To May 8 * 434-5564 
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GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
2854) © GARDEN PATH: Paintings by Nancy Day « 
Until May 12 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 St 
(488-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all 
hols) * Main Gallery: REFLECTIONS; THE FREE SPIRITS: 
Fibre artworks by Ann Haessel and Vickie Newington, 
Barbara J. West; until May 21 * Discovery Gallery: 
MUSINGS ON MY FIRST NINE LIVES: Mixed media art- 
works by Joan Irvin; until May 21 * ARTSTRAVIGANT 
FACES: Fibre art portraits by Wendy Rao; until May 21 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert 
(459-3679) * LENS WORK: Photographs by Wade Pike, 
Corey Hochanchka, Dave Johnston, Wally Bauman and 
Mike Montana * Art walk: May 5 (6-9pm) 


ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave * COMMON GROUND: 
STRUGGLE AND SOLIDARITY ACROSS THE AMERICAS: 
Photographs by Lori Willocks and Julia Wong * Sat, Apr. 
30 (11am8pm); Sun, May 1 (11am-4pm) * Opening: 
Sat, Apr. 30 (11am), featuring Sherry McKibben 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3 FI, 10217-106 St 
(439-9532/423-2966) * Open: Thu S-8pm or by 
appointment * BEYOND OLYMPIA: Artworks of the 
female form * Until April 28 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) * 
Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, Roy 
Thomas, Jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, Joane 

Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, Aaron 

Paquette and others 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103-95 
Ave (461-3427) * Group show featuring members 
artworks ¢ Until May 11 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
Aye (439-8210) * FLESH-BEYOND THE SURFACE: Oil 
paintings by Christ! Bergstrom * Until May 14 


COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 
SHOP 6507-112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12- 
6pm, Sat 10-6pm, Sun 12-4pm * EMERGE: Through 
May * Opening reception: Thu, Apr. 28 (4-9pm) 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am- 
5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am-Spm. Closed 
Mon « FROM NEAR AND FAR: Artworks that explore 
Canada as a multicultural society; until May 23 + 
19TH CENTURY FRENCH REALIST MASTERWORKS FROM 
THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF CANADA; until May 29 * 
Realism in Art Lecture Series: From Realism to 
Naturalism: Balzac Flaubert and Zola; lecture presented 
by Dr. Anna Gural-Migdail; Thu, May 5 (7pm) * 
BETWEEN BORDERS: Until June 19 * EYE FOR ARCHITEC- 
TURE: Photographs by James Dow; until May 8 * RE- 
BUILDING THE WORLD: Artists’ interpretation of archi- 
tecture; until May 8 « Architecture for Lunch: 
Nemousus 1; Thu, Apr. 28 (noon) * Kitchen Gallery: 
OBSERVANCES; PAINTINGS OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS: 
By David Janzen; until May 8 * Children’s Gallery: 
TIR-NA-NOG (FOREVER YOUNG): By Spider Yardley- 
Jones * $9 (adult)/$6 (student/senior)/$3 (child 6- 
12)/free (member/child 5 and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd 
(482-1402) * Open Tue by appt. only, Wed-Fri 10am- 
5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long weekends * COL- 
LECTION 2005: Rotating show of artists works 


FACULTY OF EXTENSION CENTRE U of A 2nd Fl, 
8303-112 St (492-2045) * ROZOME: Japanese textile 
traditions revisited, hand painted, wax and gutta resist 
silk kimonos * Until May 16 * Opening reception: Fri, 
Apr. 29 (7-9pm) 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open: 
Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am-9pm, Sun 
12-Spm * Open Mon-Wed, Sat 10-6, Thu, Fri 10-9, 
Sun 12-5 * Eskimo soapstone carvings of bears by 
Salia Kelley. Eskimo and Indian silver and gold jew- 
ellery by M. Talio * Through April 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) « 
Open: Mon-Sat 9:30-6pm * STRICT MACHINE: Acrylic 
and graphite on canvas by Cynthia Gardiner; through 
April * Figurative paintings by Shelly Rothenburger; 
through May 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) « 
Photographs and drawings by Steve Burger * Until 
mid May 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * CONSUMP- 
TUOUS: Photographs by Shelley Miller; until May 21 
* Front Room: A CONCESSION TO OBSESSION: 
Paintings by Ashley Andel; until May 21 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave (433-5807) » Open Mon- 
Fri 9am-4pm * Drawings and paintings by Ghodssi 
Raxavy and friends from the Iranian community in 
Edmonton; until May 5 * SPRING DEBUT; Artworks by 
the Centre's senior arts and crafts members; May 9-27; 
open house: Wed, May 11 (6:30-8:30pm 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-Spm * Artworks by 
Sheila Cline, Marilyn Rife, Jim Cupido, Shirley Thomas, 
Raymond Cox, Jim Painter. Pottery by Helena Ball, west- 
ern bronzes by Gina McDougall-Dohoe * Through April 


JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) © 
Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * 
Artworks by Dave Ripley, Don Sharpe, Jim Brager, 
Etchings by Thelma Manarey. Silkscreens and seri- 
graphs by Josh Kakegamic, Sam Ash, Jackson Beardy, 
Garry Meeches, Richard Bedwash, Isaac Bignell and 
Paul Williams * Through April 

LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) « 
Open: Mon-Fri 10am-5:30pm; Sat 10am-4:30pm * 
EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY: Paintings by Barbara 
McGivern * Until May 11 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) * ALBERTA 


WILDLIFE: Artworks by 


a od ae 

Tom Bagosiey, Penny Buckner, as 
Paul James Coutts and others * Until May 7 

LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY Spruce Grove (962- __ 
0664) * WHAT IS LIFE ABOUT: Artworks by More Than 
Seven * Until Apr. 30 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
(407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm 
* LIGHTNESS OF BEING; Artworks by members of the 
Sculptors’ Association of Alberta; until May 1 * INS/DE 
THE DRESS: Artworks curated by Mary Holdgrafer; May 7- 
July 10; opening reception: May 12 (7-9pm) . 

MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open: Mon-Sat 
10am-4pm Sun 10am-6:30pm * CONSIDER THE LILIES: 
Paintings by Glenda Hope Lewisch; until May 1 * 
PROXIMITY: Installation by Noni Boyle; May 8-31; open- 
ing reception: Sun, May 8 (1-3:30pm). 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) « Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun 1- 
Spm ® SEAMS LIKE OLDE TYMES: Heritage quilts from 
across Canada * Until Apr. 30 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery 
Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-2pm, Sat 10am-noon * LEARNING IN THE VERY 
HEART OF COMMUNITY: Silent auction featuring jew- 
ellery by Denise Pridmore and Liz McGuire, pottery by 
Fernande Beland and Adoline Glenn and artworks by 
the students of the 7 City Centre Schools. Fundraiser for 
art programs for City Centre Education Project schools * 
Fri, Apr. 29 (3-7pm), Sat, Apr. 30 (11am-4pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Fri 12-Spm; Sat 2-6pm * 
THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT A FAT QUARTER: Quilts from 
across Alberta presented by the St. Albert Quilters’ Guild; 
until Apr. 30 * Art Ventures: Create quilt blocks (6-12yrs); 
$2. HIGH ENERGY X: Artworks by St. Albert High 
Schools; May 5-June 4; opening reception and art walk, 
featuring musical quests Wildfire: Thu, May 5 (6-9pm) 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 Ave 
(453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * SYNCRUDE 
CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 11,000 
years and 500 generations, people of the past and pre- 
sent, recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit * FACES OF SALT: Until May 14 * 
EDMONTON GRADS: Until May 1 * OUR ALBERTA: Alberta 
Photographic Society; until May 20 * The Natural 
History Gallery: « BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate dis- 
play. Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: Mounted 
birds. Permanent exhibit * TREASURES OF THE EARTH: 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit * WILD ALBERTA 
GALLERY: Presentations every weekend (1pm and 2pm) * 
Admission is half price Sat and Sun (9-11am) * Terrace: 
BIG THINGS 3; Large-scale sculpture; until Sept. 13 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH Memorial 
Hall, 10209-123 St (238-2111/435-8794/468-1327) * 
PUEBLITO ARTWORKS; Children’s art and silent auction pre- 
sented by Pueblito Canada Inc * Fri, Apr. 29 (6:30-9pm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY GALLERY 10130-103 St 
(426-4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm, Sat 12-Spm * 
Watercolours by Frances Alty-Arscott, Jeanne Findlay, 
Signd Behrens; oils by Audrey Pfannmuller, 

Schwindt, Bruce Thompson; acrylics by Steve Mitts, Elaine 
Tweedy, Angela Grootelaar; sculpture by Rogelio Menz; 
blown glass by Darren Petersen, Susan Gottselig, Mark 
Gibeau * Westin Hotel (Lobby): Oils by Nel 
Kwiatkowska; (Pradera Room): Oils by Audrey Pfannmuller 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm * ECHOES IN WIND-IRELAND: New 
landscape paintings by Wendy Wacko * Until May 10 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue- 
Sat (12-Spm) * SEARCHING FOR AGUA: Printworks by 
Tomoyo Ihaya; until Apr. 30 * MISPRINT: Printworks by 
Patrick Mahon; May 5-June 4; opening reception: Thu, 
May 5 (7-9pm) * Artist lecture: Thu, May 5 (7-8pm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY GALLERY Main Foyer, 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq, 100 St, 102 Ave * Mixed 
media paintings by Shelley Rothenburger; until Apr. 29 
* Theatre Foyer Gallery (bsmt): FROM THE 
TREASURE CHEST: Artworks by Thaneah; until Apr. 30 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert 
(460-5990) * INTERPRETATIONS OF TEXTURE: Artworks 
by gallery artists * Until Apr. 30 

TELEPHONE MUSEUM Prince of Wales Armouries 
Heritage Centre, 10444-108 Ave.(433-1010) * Open 
Jue-Fri 10am-3pm * Opening: May 4 (2pm) 

TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-Spm * Photographs and furniture * 
Throughout April 


URBAN ROOTS 10143-82 Ave » THEO’S SALOON: 
Artworks by Tony Baker and Tim Rechner * Until June 14 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St 
(421-1731) * PAINTED PASSIONS; Paintings by Karen 
Aulik-Now, Lyla Couzens, Karin Richter, and Kathryn 
Sherman * Until May 217 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452-0286) * 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm © Encaustic, acrylic mixed 
media paintings by Susana Espinoza and abstract paint- 
ings by Chris Carbone * Apr. 30-May 17 * Opening 
reception: Sat, Apr. 30, artists in attendance 3-4pm 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) 
* WEEKEND WANDERINGS: Paintings by Paul 
Jorgensen; until Apr. 29 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10155-102 St « 
WORKERS* ART SHOW * Until May 7 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (432-9427) * 
Readings by Fred Stenson from Lonesome Hero , and 
Lee Kvern reads from her novella Afterall * Thu, Apr. 
28 (7:30pm) 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324 Whyte Ave, 
upstairs (914-8620) * The Raving Poets Live: open 
stage poetry * Every Tuesday (8pm sign-up) 
MELTING POT 10351-82 Ave * Stroll of Poets; Thu, Apr. 
28 (8pm) * Featuring Melanie Rae performing Tristan 
and Iseult; May 8 (2:30pm); 316/$12 (TALES member) 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poet- 


Centre For 8 
i Apr. 29 (noon) * Centre Core: 
ing by Marwan Hassa, author of The Lost Poy 


lent 


BRANCH AUDITORIUM 
4211-106 St (422-8174) * An Evening with the 
Authors; Readings by the authors short-listed for the 
2005 Alberta Book Awards * Thu, Apr. 28 (7pm) 


‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469. 


Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
* Mike Jenkins; Apr. 28-30 * Tim Koslo; May ‘ie 
THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-179 
St (483-5999) * Show times nightly at 8pm; weckenc 
8pm and 10:30pm * Blake Clark with Rick Bronson, Ap 
28-29 * Blake Clark with Rick Bronson and Paul Brown 
Sat, Apr. 30 * Rick Bronson; Sun, May 1 » Silly Sundays 
for Kids: Magician Ron Pearson and balloon artist Roger 
Jorgenson; Sun, May 1 * Insane Entertainment—Sword 
Swallowing-Glass Eating-Regurgitation ... and that’s the 
safe stuff; Tue, May 3 * Improv Extravaganza with skit 
For Brains; Wed, May 4 * Comedy Central Tegular Sam 
Fedele with Rick Bronson and guests; May 5-8 « sijjy 
Sundays for Kids with the magic of Ron Pearson ang 
Dan the Balloon Man; May 8 


FESTIVAL PLACE Sherwood Park (449-3378) © Don, 
Harron * Wed, May 4 (2pm) * $25 (theatre seat- 
ing)/$45 (lunch and performance) 


WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120 101 St (436 
2286) * The Lederhoosers Super Comedy Dryhump « 
Every Fri (8:30pm) * Free 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABERET Londonderry Mali 
(481-9857) * Peter Kelamis; Apr. 28-30 


THEATRE 


AN EVENING OF ONE-ACTS Walterdale Playhouse, 
10322-83 Ave (439-2845) * Two new short plays by 
local playwrights, the winners of Walterdale Theatre’ 
annual literary contest * May 9-14 (8pm) * $12-514 
(adult)/$10-$12 (student/senior) * Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square (420-1757) 


BECOMING SHARP Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave 
(434-5564) * Kim McCaw directs Vanessa Holmes, 
Coralie Caims and Rebecca Starr in the world premiere of 
David Belke’s comedy about a novice author who think 
she’s landed the job of a lifetime ghost-writing books fo; 
a celebrated mystery novelist, only to discover the task: is 
much more nerve-wracking than she ever counted on 
Until May 8 (Tue-Sat 8pm, Sat-Sun 2pm) * Sat matinee 
Pay-What-You-Can (door); Tuesdays: Two-for-one (door), 
Wed, Thu, Sun matinees: $15 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior); Fri-Sat evenings: $20 (adult)/$16 (stu 
dent/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433- 
3399) * An all-star cast of the city’s top comic actors 
travel back to the Middle Ages—a time when love 
courtly, desire was sinful and personal hygiene was 
Suspect at best—for the 14th season of Edmonton’ 
only live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon (8pm) 
until May 30 * $10 (door) 


HUMBLE BOY Citadel Theatre, Main Stage, 9528- 
101A Ave (425-1820) © lan Prinsloo directs Charlotte 
Jones's off-the-wall comedy, which reinvents William 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet as the story of a nerdy young 
British astrophysicist searching for scientific truths 
while deaing with his lonely mother and his unsympe 
thetic, bus-driving stepfather * May 7-29 * Tickets 
available at the Citadel box office 


MERRY GO ROUND Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610-100 
Ave (433-4999) « Ryan Hughes directs this unus. 
atre project inspired by Arthur Schnitzler’s Lo Ronde 
series of sexy, interlocking short plays by Adam Burgess 
Ryan Hughes, Heather Morrow, Mieko Ouchi, Dave 
Owen, Treavor Schmidt, Scott Sharplin, Morgan Smith 
and Vern Thiessen * May 5-15, Tue-Sat 8pm, Pay- 
What-You-Can: Sun 2pm * $14 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior) * Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


MUNCHA BUNCHA MUNSCH The Citadel, Maclal 
Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * Vern Thiessen 
directs Kim McCaw’s adaptation of five stories by 
beloved children’s author Robert Munsch: / Have ¢o 
Pigs, Murmel, Murmel, Murmel, Good Families Don an 
Wait and See * Until May 1 


MY ONE AND ONLY Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave (420 
1757) « Ron Jenkins directs April Banigan and Chis 
Fassbender in Ken Cameron's quirky coming-of-23" 
tale, set in Banff in 1952, about a 15-year-old boy 
who falls madly in love with Marilyn Monroe, who 
has come to town with Robert Mitchum to film 
of No Return for director Otto Preminger * Apr ¢ 
May 8 * $20 (adult)/$17 (student/senior) * Tick 
available at TIX on the Square 


THE MYSTERY OF IRMA VEP The Citadel, Rice 
Theatre, 9828-101 Ave (425-1820) * John Pau! 
Fishbach directs Wade Lynch and John Ullyatt in 
Charles Ludiam’s uproarious, intentionally ludicrous 
"penny dreadful”, a madcap Gothic tale involving ° 
werewolf, a vampire, a mummy, a prosthetic limb *" 
several juicy murders * Until May 1 


WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF? Horiz0" | 
Stage, 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove * By Edw" 
Albee * Richard Winnick directs Barbara Courtne) 
Weaver and Ian Johnston in Edward Albee’s classic 
1962 drama about the poisonously dysfunctional He 
riage between a browbeaten history professor 2n" is 
alcoholic wife * Apr. 27-30 (7:30pm) * $15/$5 (? 
view: Wed, Apr. 27) 

THE WIZARD OF OZ Mayfield Dinner Theat’. 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Un!" 
June 26 
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w he did while sitting in a spe- 
d Sten “electric chair” whose 
rms contained switches and dimmers 
and that controlled an arrangement of 
lights in front of him and behind him. 
The play is also probably the best thing 
Craddock’s ever written: a collection of 
short, very sharply written seriocomic 
routines in which Craddock talks about 
life, death, religion, family and the way 
humans need to live through painful 
experiences if they ever hope to learn 
anything. “No one appreciates dam- 
age,” goes one of the key lines in the 
play. “At least, not at the time.” 
Like many of Craddock’s plays, Mov- 
ing Along requires Craddock to do 
switch emotions in a fraction of a sec- 
ond, and here, the electric chair set-up 
allows him to get the entire appearance 
of the stage to change too at the exact 
same moment, with unbelievable preci- 
sion. You don’t really get much of a 
sense of the full dramatic impact of this 
element of the show in the TV version, 


it with the debut of 

ries, \’m definitely 
tuning in again. 

is a collection of 

yn stage shows and 

inesday, May 4 at 6 

will you look at this!— 

or/playwright/director/all- 

rical superstar Chris 


= 
f ey 
~ ene <somne 
0 s the quasi-autobiographi- 


despite a very short shooting sched- 
ule, director Mark Campbell does a 
pretty good job of capturing Craddock’s 
energetic performance and his effortless 
comic rapport with his audience. At 50 
minutes, the show is about 15 minutes 
shorter than its original stage version, 
but the structure is so modular—one 
self-contained bit after another—that it 
never feels rushed or truncated. Miracu- 
lously, even the frequent commercial 
breaks don’t disrupt Craddock’s rhythm. 
There are seven shows in The Singu- 

lar Series, and my hat goes off to Halifax- 
based producers Mark Campbell, Pamela 
Pinch, Janice Evans and Greg Jones, who 
seem to have made a genuine effort to 
seek out a wide range of solo performers 
from across Canada. Fringe fans will rec- 
ognize most of the show titles that make 
up the rest of the series: Shannan Cal- 
cutt’s Burnt Tongue (May 11); Denise 
Clarke's So Low (May 18); Keir Cutler’s 
Teaching Shakespeare (May 25); Alex Dal- 
las's Drama Queen (June 1); Amy House's 
Bitter Rose (June 8); and James O'Reilly’s 
Act of God (June 15). It’s a great idea for a 


AXIOS (454-8449) » A support group, local chapter of the 
Intemational organization of Eastern Orthodox and Eastern 
‘TRite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
bwcoffeeqroup@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious and 
bi-sexual women * Second Thu ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423-5014) « Large 
tavem with pool tables, restaurant, shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) * Open 
daily 9-3, Fri 82m * Mon: Amateur strip (12:30); Dj Alvaro, 
Ashley Love * Tue; retro, top 40 with DJ Arrowchaser, male- 
box night, free pool * Wed: D] Eddy Toonflash; Drag shows 
(12:30) ¢ Thu: Wet undies contest (12:30) w/Connie Lingua 
and DJ Squiggles * Fri: Dance party with DJ Alvaro * Sat: DJ 
Arrowchaser, pool tournament * Sexy Sundays with D] Eddy 
Toonflash, all request dance party 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) * Support community 
for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (422- 
6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians in busi- 
ness and their non-gay friends to share business knowledge, 
Jeam, make friends and network in a positive, proud space 
where being yourself is the norm 


FREE-TO-BE-VOLLEYBALL Oliver School Gym, SE Entrance, 
10227-118 St (444-5673) * Mixed recreational volleyball 
league catering to the GLBT * Wed (7:30-9:30pm) (Sept.- 


May) * $3 (drop-in)/$20 (term)/$40 (year) 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912- 
106 St (488-0564) * Peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward preventing the 
Spread of HIV by improving self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550- 
102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support fee for peo- 

c ple affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. 

g ahd 81 Ave * March Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, edu- 
rk * Sun, May 1 cation, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * www.icareal- 
berta.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education (formerly Interfaith Association on AIDS) 
provides spiritual suppoit and connections for those 
affected by HIV/AIDS 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St* 
Meetings every second Thursday each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate student, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff * Third Thu each month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta,ca) or Marjorie 
(mwonham@ualberta.ca) for schedule 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) * 
Every Sun (7pm); Worship services. Serving the gay, les- 
bian, bisexual and transgendered community 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.lcna.org (426-0905) = 
A spiritual community which gathers monthly for shar- 
ing, friendship, individual support and a safe space for 
‘our own spiritual questions 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490-7332) 
* Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment and 
harm reduction in French, English and other African lan- 
guages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-Spm) * Free 
(member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
wiww.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices * 
Every Tue and Thu 


(MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE (488-3234) » Every Sun 
(7pm): A safe, supportive, confidential discussion group talk- 
ing about all gay related issues, for men at any stage of com- 
ing out « Free « talkingwithpride@hotmail.com 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denominational 


LECTURES 


AL ACTIVISM 7, 6328-104 St; 
Organic Roots, 8225-122 St « 
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church services 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) « 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of les- 
bians/gays/bisexuals transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877-882- 
2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and the gay 
and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second 
Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with 
Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the Weakest Link game second and 
last Thursday with Dj jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New 
European music with Dj Outtawak Downstalrs; Dj jazzy « 
Sat: Every Sat like new years: Upstairs: Monthly theme par- 
ties with D} Jazzy Downstairs: New music with DJ Dan and 
Mike * Sun: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every long 
weekend with Dj jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 jasper Ave (451-5554) * 
Steambaths open daily (24hrs) 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 
egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of the 
month © Information and mutual support for transgendered 
people in an open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(00n) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy (7-12pm) « 
Tue, Sat-Sun: Poo! tournaments 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 45, 9912-106 St « 
\wwww.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) * An adult 
facilitated social/support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered, and straight youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVENT 


ARCHITECTS FESTIVAL « Architecture, Art and Urban 
Design - Celebrating the City * May 4-7 * All Saints’ 
Anglican Cathedral: RAIC Gold Medal recipient, May 6 
(4:30pm) * ‘Centre: Featuring speaker Jeremy 
Harris, May 7 (9-10:30am) * Featuring architect Rob 
Wellington Quigley, May 7 (10:4512:15pm) * Featuring 
designer Ed Mazria, May 7 (1:453:15pm) » Competing 
Visions: featuring three architects presenting past work and 
designs, May 7 (3:30-Spm). 


ASIAN INSPIRATION VARIETY SHOW Stanley A. Milner 
Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (913-5480) « 
Celebrating Edmonton's Asian Heritage Month and Alberta's 
Centennial featuring music, dance, singing, tea sampling 
and an art display * Sat, May 7 (1pm) * Free 


THE BEST OF THE INDIE MUSIC VIDEO FEST 2004 
Black Dog Freehouse, 10425 82 Ave * Featuring indie 
videos and live music * Thu, Apr. 28 (9:30pm) * Tickets 
available at the door 


CAITLIN HICKS Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq (425-7993) * Live performance by 
playwright Caitlin Hicks followed by her film Singing the 
Bones * May 1 (6pm) * Free 


CELEBRATION OF LABOUR Power Plant, U of A Campus 
(492-2026) * Featuring UnderCOVER (old/new rock, soul, 
reggae), Revtones (urban folk, pop, western roots), We 
Built This Province presentation by Eugene Plawiuk, Guy 
Smith and the Revtones * No minors * Wed, May 4 
(7pm) * $5 (adv)/$3 (unwaged/student)/$6 (door) 


DOWNTOWN ST. ALBERT Various locations downtown. 
St, Albert (466-4310) « QUILT WALK: Presented by the St. 
Albert Quilters’ Guild * Until May 1 


EDMONTON STREET NEWS FUNDRAISING VARIETY 
SHOW Stanley Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (428-0805) * Featuring poetry, music, dance 
and more * Fri, May 6 (7pm) * $5/$7 (couple) * Tickets 
available LightHouse Mission, door 

GREAT HUMAN RACE Butterdome, U of A Campus * 3km 
walk or 8km run, fundraiser for local non-profit organizations 
* Sat, May 7 * $20 (walk registration)/$25 (run registration) 
www. greathumanrace.com 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING Kids in the Hall 
Bistro, City Hall, Sir Winston Churchill Square * 


TV series—and | can’t help but feel a little 
envious that a producer in Edmonton, 
home of the Fringe, didn’t think of it first. 


Lost in the wilderness 


Free Will Players artistic director John 
Kirkpatrick didn’t try to pretend that 
he was delivering any earth-shattering 
news when he announced the lineup 
of this summer's River City Shake- 
Speare Festival at the Hotel Macdon- 
ald on Monday. Everyone knows what 
to expect from the festival: quality out- 
door productions of two Shakespeare- 
an plays featuring most of the city’s 
leading actors and directors, and most 
of the people in the room knew which 
plays he’d chosen already. 

This year, it’s Romeo and Juliet and 
Love's Labour's Lost that'll be getting 
their moment in the hot Edmonton sun. 
Kirkpatrick himself will direct R&J, with 
Sheldon Elter and Kristi Hanson playing 
the star-crossed lovers; and Marianne 
Copithorne, who helmed last summer's 


Ceremony commemorating workers killed or injured on 
the job * Thu, Apr. 28 (7pm) 


LABOUR CABARET Westmount Community League, 
10978-127 St (708-6555) * Featuring the UK's Banner 
Theatre's new multi-media show Wild Geese, music by 
Meghan McMaster, the Prairie Cats * Sat, Apr. 30 (7pm) + 
$15 (adult)/$10 (underemployed) 


OUR VOICE FUNDRAISER Naked On jasper, 10354 Jasper 
Ave (425-9730) * Music, auction * Apr. 30 (7pm) 


PARTY IN YOUR JEANS Granite Club (468-7070) « 
Fundraiser for the Youth Emergency Shelter * $75.* Apr. 29 


SAIF WOMEN'S SHOW Salvation army Community 
Centre, 165 Liberton Dr, St. Albert (460-2195) « 
Fundraiser for the St. Albert Stop Abuse {n Families 
Society featuring fashion shows, entertainment, health 
information and makeovers * May 7 * $5 (adv) 


SMALL ACT-BIG IMPACT City Arts Centre, 10943-84 
Ave * National Fair Trade Weeks event featuring fair 
trade merchandise, presentations, music, art and film 
Screenings * Fri, May 6 (noon-10pm) * Admission by 
donation/free (low income) 


SPRING LUNCHEON Granite Club (468-7070) « 
Fashion show, silent auction, fundraiser for the Youth 
Emergency Shelter * Apr. 29 * $25 


STARS ON ICE Rexall Place (451-8000) * Thu, Apr. 28 « 
7pm * $85.00 (ice level)/$65 (club seating)/$50 (lower 
level)/$35 (mid level) * Tickets available at TicketMaster 


excellent production of The Merchant of 


STREET PARTY /STREET JAM Gazebo Park, 83 Ave, 104 


St * Sun, May 1 (after the May Day march, 12:30-1:00) 
* Featuring local hip hop acts, breakdancers, Polish 
dancers and more 


TG FILM FESTIVAL AND SYMPOSIUM Unitarian Church, 
10804-119 St * TransAwareness Week 2005 * May 2-7 * 
Free * TG Info Fair, May 2 (6pm) * Trans Awareness Film 
Fest, May 2-5 (7pm) * Book signing by Leslie Feinberg; May 
6 (7pm) * Symposium on transphobia, trans-related vio- 
lence and hate crimes; education and awareness-building 
strategies, May 7 (noon-Spm) * TRANScenDANCE! Closing 
party, social and dance; May 7 (9pm) 


TROUBLEMAKERS: WORKING ALBERTANS, 1900- 
1950 Cosmopolitan Music Society, 8426 Gateway Blvd 
(708-7555/439-8725) * Multimedia musical storytelling 
event featuring Maria Dunn (singer/songwriter), Don 
Bouzek (narration and visuals) « Sat, Apr. 30 (8pm) * 
$15/$10 (underemployed) 


UNION PROMENADE 99 St from the Library (102 Ave) 
to the Art Gallery (102 A Ave) * Dedication of the Union 
Promenade featuring the Notre Dame Des Bananes * 
Sat, Apr. 30 (1pm) 


VERONA IN VEGAS Shoctor Lobby, Citadel, 9828-101A 
Ave * Bring your ducats and eome and gamble on the River 
City Shakespeare Festival fundraiser * Sat, Apr. 30 (7pm) * 
$40 © Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


YOUTH EMERGENCY SHELTER SOCIETY fox Pub, 10125 
109 St ( 995-5438) * Fundraiser featuring bands, DJ, come 
dy, jewellery sales, film shorts and photography * Thu, May 
5 (12-2pm) * $10 (adv)/$12 (door) 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 


B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed-Sun 
(9pm): with Brad Scott 


BANKER’S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) * Every Fri-Sat 
(9pm-1am): Off-Xey Entertainment with Keri 


BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd 
(484-7751) * Every Thu/Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with 
Escapade Entertainment 


BILLY BUDD’S 9839-63 Ave (438-1148) * Every Sat 
(9:30pm) 


BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne St, St. Albert, 418-6332 * 
Every Thu: Ladies night and karaoke 


BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Rd (434-3124) * Every 
Fei/Sat (10pm) 


BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9:30pm) 


BUD’S LOUNGE St. Albert (458-3826) * Every Fri-Sat 
(9;30pm-1:30am) 


CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) * 


Venice, will direct Chris Bullough, Daniela 
Vlaskalic and John Wright in LLL The fes- 
tival runs from June 21 to July 17 at Her- 
itage Amphitheatre in Hawrelak Park. 

Kirkpatrick also announced a couple 
of the company’s other Shakespearean 
initiatives. Following the successful recent 
production at the Citadel of Shakespeare's 
Will, Vern Thiessen‘s extraordinary play 
about the life of Anne Hathaway (a script 
originally commissioned by the Free Will 
Players), the company has now commis- 
sioned RCSF alum Beth Graham to create 
a new play inspired by the Bard's life and 
work. “It’s still pretty wide-open as to 
what it'll be,” Graham says. “John and | 
have always had a great working relation- 
ship, but the finish line is still probably 
two or three years away.” 

Perhaps you can bet on how long 
it'll take Graham to write a first draft at 
Verona in Vegas, the company’s 
fundraising casino, which takes place 
in the Shoctor lobby at the Citadel 
Theatre this Saturday. Tickets to the 
event are $40, and are available from 
TIX on the Square. © 


Every Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 


CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) » 
Jameoke * Every Sat (9pm) 


CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) « 
Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 


CLIFF CLAYVIN'S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 


DOYLE’S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) « Every Fri/Sat 
(9:30pm): with Stone Rock 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave (474-5554) © Karaoke 
every Wed 

FIRST CITY SPORTS LOUNGE 10136-100 St (428-3399) « 
Every Sun (10pm) with Mr. Entertainment 


FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9pm): with Debra-Fae 


FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave (433 9676) * Every 
Sun (9:30pm): with Scott 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue/Wed 
(9pm) 


HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods (462- 
0468) * Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 


JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) * Every 
Fri/Sat (8:30pm): Name that tune 


KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every Sun/Wed 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave (433-2599) * 
Bastard Thursdays 


KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919-105 St (461-0587) * Every 
Sat (10pm-2am) * Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


Greedy 


L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St 
Tue/Thu (9pm) 


LEGENDS PUB 6104 172 St * Karaoke every Thu 


MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) * Every 
Fri/Sat (9pm): with Peggy Sue 


MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Every Mon 
with Scott 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every Wed-Thu 
(9pm-2am); Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 


ORLANDO'S If 13509-127 St (451-7799) * Every 
Tue/Wed (9pm) 


OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454-0667) 
* Every Fri/Sat (9pm); Off-Key Entertainment with Connie 


PEPPERS Westmount Centre, St. Albert Trail, 111 Ave 
(451-8022) * Every Thu 


Albert (460-9100) * Every 


RATT U of A Campus (492-2048) * Karaoke Wednesdays 
with Kriegs from Stone Rock Productions 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON (438-8878) * Karaoke Corral 
Tue-Sat hosted by Mr. Entertainment 


ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Daily (9pm) 


ROSEBOWL PIZZA 1011-117 St (482-5152) * Every 
Wed/Sat (9pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-1017 
St (423-3499); Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm): with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600); daily (9:30pm) 
* Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439-7211); 
Thu/Fri/Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) 


STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 St (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fri (9pm) 

. B’S PUB 62 St, Stony Plain Rd (443-2621) * Fri and Sat 
karaoke with Jeannie; games and prizes (3pm-2am) 


TODAY'S $224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat (9pm- 
tam) 


WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451-5506) * 
Wed/Thu karaoke with Jeannie; soon to have games and 
prizes 


WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Every 
Wed/Fri/Sat (9:30-m-1am) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 
(noon) ® Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Tizzy (7pm- 
midnight) 


YESTERDAY'S 205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) * 
Every Tue (9pm-1am): Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 


ZOCCA’S PUB 10807 Castiedowns Rd (473-6339) * Every 
Sun (9pm-lam); Off-Key Entertainment with Nicole 


'  wueweckiy Gp PRL 28-MAv 4, 2005 


3 


astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


A huge supply of frozen natural gas lies 
beneath the oceans. Researchers have just 
begun to develop the technology to mine it. 
When they succeed, civilization will gain 
access to more energy than is available from 
all the world’s oil reserves. This tantalizing 
prospect reminds me of your situation, Aries. 
You're sitting on a reserve of metaphorical 
fuel that could power your efforts for quite 
some time. Now all you have to do is figure 
out a way to get at it. (Thanks to Stephen 
Leahy of Wired News for the info on the 
frozen natural gas.) 


ey TAURUS 


Even if you're not an artist,.you’re a creator. 
You're constantly hatching new plans, com- 
ing up with fresh ideas and shifting your 
approach to everything you do. It’s to this 
part of you—the restless, inventive spirit— 
that | address the following: it’s a perfect 
time for you to cultivate increased respect 
and reverence for your creativity. Tap into 
the dormant potential of your amazing 
imagination. Feel confident about your abili- 
ty to generate novelty. Realize how much 
power you have to change anything you 


if you want to place your Classified ad in 
Vue Weekly please phone Carol at 426-1996. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


business for sale 


Outdoor work and driving required. Can be run 
out of garage. Right person, Huge Potential! 
$49,000. 418-3428. 


business opportunities 


BE BOSS of your own Home-based business. 
With 2 computer and an investment of as little as 
$250 you can make incredible income. It’s fun, 
easy, and legal. 1-877-450-0549 (Ive. message). 


Would $7,000 per month plus, 
change your lifestyle? a 
Book an appt. for a 1 hr. hassel free presentation 
by calling Dan at 780-486-4299. 


Learn To Earn area 
If serious, call 1-800-631-2065. 


AMERICAN SATELLITE SYSTEMS. Quality 
Programs, No interruption. We'll get you up & 
going within days, Start-up packages from $169. 
w/Equipment. Card and Pre-activated Program 
1-866-525-5135 www.amcantechstogo.com. 


Got Goji Juice? Get Himalayan Goji Juice and 
get on the road to health and wealth. Call 1-888- 
330-3693 or visit www.truehealing.freelife.com 


Want home based income? 

Energetic individuals with leadership skills needed 
to advance international company in Alberta 
www.incomeforu2.com 
www.deregulationnow.com 


career trainin 


DIPLOMA - 5 MONTHS BOOKKEEPER 
Gain skills, a diploma and work experience in 
only 5 months! Train full-time for a job as a 
Bookkeeper/Accounting Clerk. Financial 
assistance mayne aia labies Start; May 2nd. 
Campbell College 448-1850 
www.wepetyouworking.com 


Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 


Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


) 


A lot of antifreeze tastes sweet even though 
it’s toxic. That’s a big problem for dogs and 
children, who sometimes come upon spilled 
or open containers of antifreeze and drink it. 
New Mexico is one of the first places in the 
world to pass a law making it mandatory for 
antifreeze to be bitter-tasting, thus discourag- 
ing innocents from imbibing it. This should 
serve as a metaphor for you in the coming 
week, Gemini. Your inner child or inner pet 
may be drawn to ingesting experiences that 
are delectable but noxious. Have your inner 
adult take steps to ensure this won't happen. 


SS TCANCER ——smnz1-ay2 


| won't protest if you resort to some outra- 
geous showmanship to boost your cause, 
Cancerian. | won't judge you harshly if you 
try to walk the fine line between creative sto- 
rytelling and over-the-top BS. Just make sure 
that you're always motivated more by fun 
and idealism than by self-aggrandizement. 
It’s time to use all your tricks and call on all 
the favours you're owed as you sell your self 
without selling your soul. 


AR TED ey s-na 


You've been given a prophetic glimpse of 
the great victory that’s possible. You're very 
close to neutralizing an old bugaboo and 
making sure that the past will no longer hold 
you back. Now comes the hardest part: will 
you be able to sustain your concentration 
until the triumphs are actually accom- 


LEARN TO MEDITATE. Thurs, 7-9pm 
University area. Drop in for meditation led by 
Buddhist monk, Gen, Kelsang Phuntsog. 
412-1006, or www.MeditationAlberta.org. 


Thinking of a career 


in MASSAGE 
THERAPY? 


f Check out the 
distance-learning alternative. 


mhvicarsschool.com 
or call us at 491-0574 
6924 Roper Road Edmonton 


Turn your dreams into a career! 

Register for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www. vadastudios.com 


entertainment services 


B & B MUSIC 


For your successful reception 
company social or private pa 
Contact 


B & B Music with over 
7000 songs. Light show and 


experienced DJ 908-3522. 


furniture for sale 


MARBLE DINING ROOM SUITE, table, 8 chairs, 
buffet, $3500 obo. Call 436-7112. 


istantin Bran- 
ind like aking, 


pa 
dogged ingenuity necessary to finish the job; 
you will turn almost into completely. 


If | were going to write a fairytale about the 
current state of your life, | would say that 
your stolen treasure is locked away in a 
heart-shaped metal box at the top of a glass 
mountain, You have every right to steal it 
back, but you haven’t been able to get to it. 
The surface of the mountain is too slippery 
for you to climb. In the next chapter of the 
fairytale, you will encounter an elf or dwarf 
or witch who has a pair of special shoes with 
suction cups that could allow you to scale 
the peak. But you will have to give some- 
thing in return for those shoes. And here's 
the tricky part: The elf or dwarf or witch may 
not tell you exactly what he or she wants; 
you might have to guess. 


PILIBRA sen za-oaze 


Polls reveal that many Germans wish they 
could return to the days when the Berlin 
Wall was intact. They complain that disman- 
tling the barriers between the eastern and 
western portions of the country has led to 
economic turmoil in both areas. | mention 
this, Libra, because | think it resembles a 
feeling you're currently harbouring. A part of 
you is longing for the bad old days when a 
now-defunct obstacle was a fixture in your 
life. You’re romanticizing the protection that 
the obstacle offered and forgetting how 
oppressive and limiting it was. It’s okay to 
entertain the fantasy of restoring the wall— 
in fact, | recommend that you do—but don’t 
you dare actually restore it. 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
never used. Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery. Can deliver 453-3755. 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 
BOKSan & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice 
$250. King avail. at $450, Can deliver 453-3077. 


PUPPIES 


7 pups, 9 wks old, medium to large breed; 
very cute & smart. They have had their first 
shots. $170/ea obo. For pics go to 


www.avrumgold.com 
Call 717-9472. 


HEART DISEASE! HIGH CHOLESTERAL! 
ANGINA! ANGIO PRIM is better for clearing 
oul veins and arteries 
FREE REPORT. 
Call 866-216-5301 ID# 14801 
www.angioprim.com/?repid=14801 


help wanted 


CASH NOW 
10 sales reps and 2 managers needed. Full-time 
work. Best pay scale in business. Call 906-1879. 


CONNECT A PHONE! 
First month $25. Long distance 
4.4 cents per minute. 

Call 877-769-6111. 


EXCITING CAREERS: 

Computer Programming/Internet WEBSITE 
Designer, Home Study Diploma, Computers 
provided. For free enrollment kit (24hrs) 
1-800-477-9578 CMS TRAINING 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 
10762-82 Ave. 

Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 


Hiring, energetic, exp. Pare F/T sytlist, prefer 
bilipgual. Red Earth Salon, Spruce Grove, 
Ph 960-9241 or fax 962-8297 


For a limited time only, everything will be 
pretty much the reverse of what it usually is. 
Do you have an unlucky number? In the com- 
ing week, that number will be a sign that 
good fortune is nearby. Do you have qualities 
that you regard as weak or undeveloped? You 
can now make them work to your advantage. 
What are the things you’re afraid of? Deal 
frankly with them and you will stimulate a big 
boost in your courage. Are you weary of wor- 
tying about your enemies? They are about to 
become great teachers, maybe even helpers. 


You're entering into the thick of the problem- 
solving phase of your astrological cycle, Sagit- 
tarius. Your dilemmas are probably heating up, 
becoming more frustrating and time-consum- 
ing. What's more important to know, however, 
is that you now have a heightened power to fix 
those dilemmas. In fact, | predict that soon after 
reading this horoscope, you'll find you have 
access to unprecedented levels of wild but disci- 
plined determination. As you go about your 
work, keep in mind Buckminster Fuller’s stan- 
dard for measuring his effectiveness: “When | 
am working on a problem,” he said, “| never 
think about beauty. | think only of how to solve 
the problem. But when | have finished, if the 
solution is not beautiful, | know it is wrong.” 


You may have trophies, merit badges and 
plaques to commemorate your sexual accom- 
plishments, Capricorn. You may have a Ph.D. in 
tantra and letters from past lovers testifying to 
your excellence as an erotic partner. Neverthe- 
less, | believe you have more to lear. There are 
frontiers you have not yet explored. And this is 


help wanted 


National Charity requires student 
fundraisers! Paid Daily, 4-9 Shift. 
Call Priority Group. 497-7969 


INCOME 
OPPORTUNITY 


National Marketing Firm 


Requires 
Enthusiastic & Articulate 
individuals For Advertising 
Sales & Ticket promotions 
© 3 Shifts Available 
¢ Guaranteed wage + 
¢ Training Provided 


482-5801 


PAID WEEKLY! Company needs pt/ft help 
processing unclaimed bank accounts. 
Call T-866-883-0780 24 hrs. 


HIRING MODELS willing to pose nude. exc pay. 
Fit, attractive females 18+. No a ee working 
in Edson/Hinton area. 780-712-8025. 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night) and Thu 
(day), perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 907-0570. 


Intemational Model and Talent agency requires extras, 
actors and models of all ages. Please calf 432-4601. 


1 was looking for a house to rent. A real cs;,».. 
manager gave me a tour of various houses }),3, 
were available. At one place the occupan), 
weren't home, but the manager had the key ., 
the door and permission to enter. As she jeq me 
around, we came upon the master bedroom, 
huge German shepherd was on the beg ; 
reflexively withdrew, afraid the dog would 
attack the strangers in its house. But it didn’; 
bark, pounce or even growl. On the contrary, it 
shivered with fear. Its protective instinc) 
seemed paralyzed. | think the dog's behavioy is 
an apt metaphor for the current state of your 
own inner guardian, Aquarius—you know, the 
fierce part of your psyche that defends you; 
interests. It’s unnaturally timid and hesitant, and 
is thus not primed to do its job properly po 
whatever it takes to cure it of its malaise. 


E> ae ns 


After rejecting proposals from many direc 

tors, Bob Dylan has finally authorized Oscag 

nominated Todd Haynes to make a film 
about his life. Seven different actors will por- 
tray Dylan, including a black woman. “| am 
setting out to explode the idea that anybody 
can be depicted in a single self,” Haynes told 
the Sunday Times. You already explode that 
idea every week of your life, Pisces, and you 
will be exploding it with even greater force 
and style in the coming days. | encoura jt 
you to be proud of your own riotous mu 
plicity. It’s something to be celebrated, not 
to be shy about. Why not fantasize about 
the seven actors and actresses you'd choos: 
to play you in the movie about your life? © 


Seling your Car, Truc, Boot, RV, Quad, or Snowmctila. 
NEED MONEY NOW? 
We can help, borrow until you sel! 
Cash Source 


455-0078 


Home equity loans and 2nd 
Wak ee eniewe 


NE IS APPROVED eo) 


Got o Joh? 
YOU'RE APPROVED! 


42" pprent Gerhard Piano - Piano is in ver 
good shape and must see to a prec jate 
$1500.00 OBO Ph 463-2030 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 
221-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums 
and percussion. _ 
Private instruction: focus on individual 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 195! 


Beginner piano and singing lessons over |! »' 
exp; central location; learn on grand piar 
contact Jill 481-6262. 


renovations 


ALEX'S DECK & Fence Services. All concrete 0" 
patios, sidewalks. Commy/res. Free est 
906-4164/440-6474 


TY real estate _ estate 


Mobile Home 2001 MODULINE 16x i 
3-bdrm, 2-full baths, 4 new appliances “i 
in master, laundry room, $59,50¢ 
447-0590 ask for Don. 
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estate 


TO THE U of A 
nga Bicated on 
ge lot. Recent 
kitchen renos, and a 
ew patio make this a | 
very attractive home. | 
,|| Murray Berg @ 438-7000,| 
fs Remax Realestate Centre 
for details. _ 


FOR SALE 

Rooming house, 

13 rooms, 10656-95 St. 
Edmonton. 


$155,000. 
Revenue $4,000 monthly. 


New furnace, 
excellent location. 
Owner retiring. 


Ph: 486-0963, 454-8185 


“FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. — 
Hardwood floors, lage living 
room, bedroom and bath in 

basement. Steel fence. 

$118,500 


486-0963, 454-8185 


services 


iiicH 10 EASY RECONNECT. ce 


|-877-446-5877 


shared accommodation 


FULLY furnished bedroom, microwave, mini_ 
jge. Private bath/entrance. $395 includes util, 
laundry, shared kitchen. 437-6462. 


studios for rent 


Attist Studios & Storage Space for rent. 
0-500 SE. Great Downtown location at the 
Great West Saddlery Bldg, 10137-104 St. 

Call Mike 429-4092. 


workshops 


)SAIC CLASSES for children & adults. Check out 
our extensive list of classes on-line at 
»y.oddlyenoughmasaics.com Call Erin 463-5113. 


onquer your fear of public speaking. Join Ci 
Lights Toastmasters! Aestings downtown Baw 
Bey at noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details. 


_ WRITING 
Ten common writin eae nprave 
your wate’ skills. 433-9848 ha 
‘www.capturewritingservice.com 


es 
Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 


ee aly workshops available—auditions to fol- 
944-1686. 
artist to artist 


Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline noon the Tue before publication. 


Placement will depend upon available space. 
artist to artist 


Want to moonlight as game show host, medieval 
duchess, prohibition era gangster? Edmonton's spe- 
cial cee is SIT an info och rect it 

new performers. No exp. nec., le skills a 
must. Ph 455-0675, 


Call to Enter ArtsHab Studio Gallery features guest 
artists. Incl: Proposal (w/physical desc., special 
requirements); 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 

ment. Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Art classes at Harcourt House Arts Centre. 
Register now!) Ph 426-4180 or visit www.harcourt- 
house.ab.ca for more info. 


Call for m/f amateur actors. Controversial-moral 
project. Info: ww.cbook.com/getinfo@cbook.com 


musicians 


‘B0s irest etter wanted. Serious victims 
only. Call 887-8781 or 451-1859. 


Serious, level-headed, solid, rock-based DRUM- 
MER required by indie recording act. Experienced 
pro preferred but attitude, groave, vision, commit- 

ment rule. No drugvalcohol. Leave message 
988-9800. No idle seekers! 


Established country/rock band looking for drum- 
mer with some vocals. Call 780-525-8212. 


Need a psychedelic edge? Theremin player seeking 
adventurous band. brass@oanet.com 


Digeridoo Theremin project seeking assistant for 
festival performances. brass@oanet.com 


inal 


Wanted: Lap stee!/ke layer for ori; 
band. Ph Shane 493-5079 (day, 252-4101 night). 


Classically trained cello player seeks band. 
Recorded with a variety of bands (rock, folk, wor- 
ship) Ph Kris 461-3443 


Slap bass player looking for producer, ianiere 


musicians for dance project covers as wel 
Rod 473-0610. 


“SCRATCH” looking for guitarist, amplify female 


vocals. Passion for hard rock (Iron Maiden, Twisted 
Sister) e-m: scratchrock@hotmail.com 


DISCO! FUNK! We need a groovy drummer and 
mink keyboard player. Must have equlpment 
rive, and personality. Call 438-1778. 


Fun, teil le metal band seek bassist. Infl: 
Mudvayne, Tool, Sree genres. Pat 456- 


y Emaik: 
1 *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 


Teach English Overseas 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 


1-888-270-2941 


FREE InfoSeminar Overseas Job 


1 Phone 426-1996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 
office@vueweekly.com 

1 Office:10303-108 St Edmonton 

5 ¢Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 


Serious bass player available for working band. 
Experienced, great gear, young, neat snpeaaice 
Only serious enquiries. Leave message 473-0610, 


erfor- 


CTCDS seeks singers for paling and 
Tages. ctcds@cbook.com 


mance programs. 


ear, on board to record. Ph Brandi 1- 


Guitarist wanted: stage exp, vocal backup, play bi 
ra PI F80727-2529 
(9am-1 1pm). 


SNOW AND SKATE 


_ Singer wanted: for soulful original rock band 
influences sevendust, livin, colar fishbone kim- 
ble@995.ca; 468-1686 


EASY RIDER snowboard/skateboard shop 
is hiring for a full time day position. 


Volunteers Needed for the Canadian Cancer 
Society's Relay for Life, May 27-28. Ph Adrienne 
437-8413 for info. 


Mature and hard working applicants only. 
¢ Must skateboard / snowboard. 


Call for Child Volunteers (10 to 12 yrs) needed to 
Cu imental effects from within the study 


area of Leduc or Parkland Counties. Ph (780) 962- 
7570. 


Apply in person with resume to: 


EASY RIDER 
4211-106 STREET 
413-4554 


Heart and Stroke Foundation’s Bece! Ride For 
Heart: June 5, cycling/in-line skating fundraiser 
www. heartandstroke.ca/rideforheart 


_ Supportive adult role models needed to share 

time/interests with children/youth, aged 5-17 with 

emotional/behavioral concerns. Orientation/sup- 

port provided. Flexible evening/weekend. Ph Lily 
432-1137 ext. 357. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
httpy/auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


ry 1 toda 


IFC AUDIO VISUAL INSTITUT 


Five great one-year diploma career programs! 


5 TS RA a | 
SS GAME DESIGN - DIGITAL GRAPHICS 


FILM & DIGITAL ARTS . FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS 
AUDIO ENGINEERING & PRODUCTION 


WANTED 


SERVERS & RETAIL 
STAFF NEEDED 


DROP OFF YOUR 
RESUME TO: 


7331-104 ST. 
OR FAX: 


439-0099 


Analog-Digital Recording Film Production Photoshop - Illustrator 
Pro Tools - Logic - Beats Artist Management Quark - Web Design 
Marketing & Promotion _Final Cut Pro © «¢ HTML - Flash - Java 


: Classes starting soon 


-$cholarships & Travel 
Funds Available for 
Alberta Students 


TOLL FREE 


Tuesday @ 7pm Guaranteed -Up to 100% Financing 
oe 104 St. Moto 6 nt) im - Student Loans and Grants | 1.800.601.PAVI 
( Miche ale i Sat ancouver, BC —accreomeo «= paccificav.com 
come Sods) V ‘ p 


THREE LINES Badle 
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eee ve seer "just plain” queer” Sexuali- 


alt 
Sex 
column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Just-plain-queer theory 


Dear Andrea, 

I'm a tranny-boy and have always been 
attracted to femmes but am recently 
finding myself very attracted to other 
boys. My longtime girlfriend (crazy sup- 
portive of my trans ID) has always joked 
that once | started testosterone |’d 
become a tranny-fag... and now | have. | 
love her and cannot imagine my life 
without her but | feel like | should explore 
sex/relationships with boys. We are not 
poly. What should | do? 

Love, T-Boy 


Dear Boy: 

It’s the damnedest thing, and if | had- 
n’t seen it again and again | would 
have imagined it to be the product of 
some queer-theory geek’s wishful 
imagination, but... besides the obvious 
sexual orientation categories of men 
attracted to women, men attracted to 
men, women attracted to women, 
women attracted to men, and men or 
women attracted to both men and 
women (Phew! Did | get them all?), 
there appears to be another category: 
“just plain queer.” | think | first wit- 
nessed this phenomenon among 
transwomen who started out as (nomi- 
nal) men attracted only to men and 
are now lesbians, but it really seems to 
be a thing among transguys, as your 
girlfriend noted when she jokingly pre- 
dicted your future. The first time | met 
a tranny guy who'd started out exclu- 
sively lesbian and was now a gay man, 
| thought, “Wow, what a super-weird 
thing! Who'd have guessed this would 
happen?” The second time, | thought, 
“Whoa! Again?” But by the third time, 
it was more like, “Okay. This is a thing. 
| wonder what we should call it?” 


For Women Seekin 
Affairs & the Men 


ty manifested in other ways as well, 
notably among the polymorphously 
perverted sex-party crowd, where it’s 
not uncommon to see dyed-in-the- 
wool exclusive lesbians and gay men 
having sex with each other and insist- 
ing (not that | particularly disagree with 
them) that sex among queers is queer 
sex, period, nothing hetero about it. 
Then again, | live in San Francisco. 

But back to the lesbians-who- 
become-gay-men phenomenon. I think 
part of it comes from a deeply internal- 
ized and hard-won queer identity, 
where the new man had fought so 
hard for self-acceptance and has 
forged such a strong and satisfying 
sense of community and belonging 
that he simply could never be comfort- 


by forbidding yourself to explore at 
least some tiny corner of this whole 
huge new world will eventually back- 
fire on you. If you end up so frustrated 
that you find yourself stomping out 
and blaming your girlfriend for trying 
to hold you back, nobody wins. And if 
you're ever going to take the risk, it 
should probably be now, while you're 
young and relatively unattached (i.e., 
girlfriend but no wife or kids). At least 
explore the possibility—otherwise, 
you'll never know. 

Then again, your situation is not 
much different from that of any bisexual 
person in a monogamous relationship 
and, contrary to popular belief, there 
are many out there. Nothing pisses a bi- 
but-monogamous person off quicker 
than the assumption that they must be 


You are bi-while-drunk, which, if it isn’t currently 
considered a sexual orientation of its own, 


certainly ought to be 


able turning his back on Queer World 
and strutting around passing for 
straight witha girl on his arm. So 
instead, he stays queer by developing 
an interest in gay men. At the same 
time, experience has taught us that 
wanting a certain identity is not at all 
the same thing as having it, so | doubt 
that any of these guys has changed 
camps from lesbian to gay man by. 
sheer force of will. There is something 
else going on here, something deeper, 
less conscious and nowhere near as 
politically correct. 

Of course, all of this is very interest- 
ing but it does not directly address 
your problem, namely, how to let your 
inner gay-boy out to play without 
jeopardizing your relationship. There is, 
alas, no easy solution, although when 
you declare, “We are not poly,” | have 
to wonder, are you absoposilutely 
sure? Is it completely out of the ques- 
tion? Have you read the literature, 
talked to poly folks, had some long 
and careful discussions about whether 
you could find space in your life for a 
little something (flirtation, anonymous 
grope, threesome, fling) without rock- 
ing the boat or, rather, capsizing it? | 
fear that protecting your relationship 


Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 375,000 
Ad Profiles 


SIGN-UP 
FREE! 


cheating, or headed toward cheating, 
or at any rate deeply resentful over not 
getting to cheat. It is absolutely possible 
for someone attracted to both men and 
women to forswear one entire gender in 
order to forge an exclusive bond with 
one person. People do it all the time. 
That doesn’t mean they won’t sound a 
bit wistful on occasion if you ask them, 
“But don’t you miss having sex with [fill 
in the blank]s?” 
Love, Andrea 


Bi me a drink 


Dear Andrea: 
| sometimes flirt with women when I’m 
very drunk. My husband thinks I’m bisex- 
ual. | don’t feel attracted to women 
when sober. What's going on? 

Love, Flirty 


Dear Flirt: 


Easy. You are bi-while-drunk, which, if it 


isn’t currently considered a sexual orien- 
tation of its own, certainly ought to be. 
Love, Andrea 0 


z | 
Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in | 


San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


Romantic 
ho 


FIND FRICMOSHIP & ROMANCE 


ee Sora = 
orxazicctions 
44-TALKS 


Must be 38+ Leng dislonce charge! 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


433-0 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


; q 
aX 


sex trade workers 


BUSTY BUNNY 
719-3452 


Mistress Faith now at Prestige 
440-3643. Appointments oc, 


—_— 
ICA 
DARK HAIRED, GREEN Eye, 
BUSTY BEAUTY WITH BEAUTIFUL Tan... 
BODY 413-0294. 2 


RN NEA PARE 


VUEWEEKILy 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


¢ the winner must be 18 or olde; 


© prize must be accepted as 
awarded 


© no one may enter any contest 
more than once 


© you may win only once every 60 
days 

© Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


© no staff, sponsors or members of 
their immediate family may enter 


the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
sponsors 


© the chances of winning depend 
on the number of entries received 


¢ by entering, entrants consent to 
the use of their names by Vue 
Weekly for publicity 


© Vue Weekly is not responsible for j 
prizes unclaimed after 15 days 


\ ie. 
Safe » Discreet .» Anonymous * 21+ 


8 
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. www.fun.sensualse- 
you should come 


men. Try us for free! 


MOS 


apply to all pre 


questdate.com 


Be E 


they 


ae 


Ee ss. ™_™__-,—,—<“‘“‘“‘_™OOT TS — 
ll. eee 
r FM assumes no ‘iability. 18+. Restrictions may 
if c : 
« / i ae aa 
Gi 


or coast 1o-coast 


All Man, 
All Live. 


~CruiseLine_ 
, Sra 


Chat FREE! 
8pm-9pm daily 


' Other cities: 


1.888.482.8282 


free trial code: 475 


CHAT 
LIVE! 


this location and have 


780.669.2323 | 


\ 


\ 


1,900.677.4444 75min sss 
Best Local CHAT! : 
‘Always FREE for women! 


Gra JeVine 


ERSONALS 


For many years from our office in St. Albert, the GrapeVine 
has been bringing people together. We have now outgrown 
just expanded to new facilities in 
downtown Edmonton. While this means a new phone 
number for you to call, it allows us to add increased lines 


CHAT « UNCENSORED ERGTIGNSTORIES - 


780.413.712 


$24. /75 minutes: 1.900.451.2853 


TALKING CLASSIFIEDS 


Use FREE trial 
code: 2315 


7 Fl a 

& Vy oe) 
A Shopping Spree 
and other fabitlous weekly prizes! 
Call. Chat. Win. It's that easy. 
Call Quest now for details. 


™ 
Personats 


eXpose your true self 


to help us to serve you even better. 


Call (or click) 
partnership 
on our system 
just for choosing to use 


Women Always FREE: 
702-2224 


Chat locally, 


right across 
CANADA 


with www.SolsticeBeauty.co 
will earn absolutely FREE skin care rewards 
the GrapeVine. We hope you enjoy! 


FREE 2 Hour Trial for MEN: 
702-2223 


for details about our exciting promotional 


ape Women 


The GrapeVine Club Inc. does not prescreen callers. Free local Edmonton call. Log be 18+. 


Fun and confidential. Umit one free tial account per home phone number. 
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DAVID*USHER’ 


If God Had Curve: 


The highly anticipated new album featuring 
"Love Will Save The Day” 


Rob 
Thomas 


Waiting For 
the Siren’s Call 


NMEV/ 


HRA A 
bali te ee 


eee fon ee 
* 


Shawn Desman | Nine Inch oe 


Back For More With Teeth : 
7 = 


FANS OF THE ‘DA VINCI CODE’ 
AND THE ‘INDIANA JONES* 
SERIES WILL LOVE THIS 


, ACTION BLOCKBUSTER 


BONUS FEATURES: 
1_Atternate Encing & Deleted Scenes 
With Optional Sirector's Audio Commentary 
2. "NAT L TREASURE On Location” 
Moking-Of Featurette 


RW 3."The Knights Tempiar® Featurette 


a&b sound is always looking for passionate music experts... 


consider yourself the king of blues? a country cowboy? the moe man? 
apply in-store! 


4."*heosure Hunters Revealed” Featurette A 
5 gh emiciay ae Feoturette Phantom Of The 
lus 3 Puzzling Challenges oO ¢ 
pera (Special Ed) 


Single Disc version also available 


Pocahontas iF 
(Special Ed) As —ss.5 


Downtown Edmonton: 10232 106th Street 424-6000 
Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 / Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 


ADVERTISING ACCURACY: We ott for the ulmost accuracy in our advertising bef fis occasional error can occu, Any error will bs corrected os soon as if iS recognized and cusioeners purchasing meacchandite 86 cllected will be ocvised immediately of correction, ~ 
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